Total Depravity Romans 3:9-20

| ntroduction and review: The universality of sin. v. 9-10a

A. What isthe spiritual condition of mankind? Healthy, sick, or dead? Eph. 2: 1f
B. Paul summonsall mankind to the bar of God’sjustice. 3:9
C. Scripture bearswitnessto human depravity. v. 10a Ps. 14:1-35:9 10:7 I sa. 59:7-8

1
2.

Sin affects every person: The universality of sin..
Sin affects every aspect of human nature (TOTAL depravity).

1. All mankind isquilty. v. 10-18

A. Thecharacter of sin. v. 10-12

1

No-one meets God’s standard of righteousness. v. 10 3:23 Ps. 14:3 Ecc. 7:20

Isa. 64:6 Eph. 2:1f Heb. 11:61 Co. 10:31

a. How can Paul say thisin light of all the good things people do?

b. God’sstandard ismuch higher than man’s. 3:23 Mt. 5:48 22:36-39 Ro. 14:23

C. Your best deedsareno better than filthy ragsin Hissight. Isa. 64:6 Phil. 3:8

d. We possess none of therighteousness God requires.

No one has spiritual understanding. v. 11laPs. 14:255:31 Co. 2:7,14 Eph. 4:18

Mt. 13:15 Mark 4:12 John 8:43 12:39-40 Acts 28:26f |1 Co. 4:3-4

a. Paul isnot saying that unbelievers areincapable of coming to an intellectual
knowledge of the truth.

b. What men lack is spiritual discernment of their sinful nature and of God’s
righteousness. | Co. 2:14

c. Such discernment comes only by thework of the Spirit. Mt. 16:17

No onetruly seeks God. v. 11b 8:7-8

a. How can Paul say thiswhen there are so many people who seem to be seeking
God in variousways? philosophy, religion, etc.

b. They refuseto seek God on Histerms.

c. All falseréigiousand philosophical systems are effortsto escape thetrue
God by manufacturing gods (or truths) of one’sown liking. 1:25

d. What about biblical invitationsto seek God? Mt. 7:7-8 Jer. 29:13 I sa. 55: 1f
Ps. 105:4 Acts 17:27 15:17

e. Man will not seek God unless He supernaturally draws him. John 6:37,44

All have turned away from God. v. 12a Ps. 14:3a Pr. 14:12 Isa. 53:6

a. Hehasrevealed Hisway to us: creation, conscience, Scripture.

b. We have chosen to go our own way. 1:21 1s. 53:6

Mankind isuseless. v. 12b Ps. 14:3b Mt. 5:13 John 15:6 Phil. 3:8 Isa. 64:6

a. Aren’t peoplelike policemen and firefighters of some use?

b. They areuseful only in a common grace sense.

c. Thenatural man can bear no spiritual fruit.

Thereisno onewho doesgood. v. 12c Ps. 14:3c Gen. 6:5L u. 16:15

God seestheheart. Thebest acts of men are all tainted by sin.

B. Theconduct of sin. v. 13-17
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2.

Why does Paul focus on sins of speech? Js. 3:1f 1:19,26 Mt. 12:34 15:18-19
Thetongue expresseswhat isin the heart. Mt. 12:34 15:18
Their vile conversation. v. 13-14 Ps. 5:9 140:3 10:7
a. Their throat isan open grave. v. 13 Ps. 5:9 140:3
b. They keep deceiving with their tongues. v. 13b Jer. 9:3-5 Pr. 29:5 Mark 14:1
c. Thepoison of aspsisunder their lips. v. 13c Mt. 12:34 Js. 3:8
d. Ther mouthsarefull of cursing and bitterness. v. 14 Ps. 10:7 64:3-4
Eph. 5:3-4 Mt. 5:22 Js. 3:8-9 Acts 8:23.




3. Their violent course. v. 15-17 Isa. 59:7-9 Ti. 3:3
a. Their feet are swift to shed blood. v. 15 Lu. 22:20
b. Destruction and misery areon their paths. v. 16 Ps. 1:4 Pr. 1:16
c. Thepath of peaceisunknown tothem. v. 17 Isa. 57:21

C. Thecause of sin: no fear of God beforetheir eyes. v. 18 Ps. 36:1
1. All wickednessflowsfrom a disregard of God. 1:21f
2. Thefear of God restrainssin. Pr. 16:6 9:10 Ps. 128:1 Heb. 12:28-29

D. What do we mean by total depravity?

1. Wedonot mean every person isasbad as he can possibly be. 2:14-15
Gen.15:1611 Ti. 3:13

2. Nor dowe mean that every person isguilty of every possiblesin. Mt. 23:23

3. Every aspect of man’snatureisaffected by sin. 5:10 Ge. 8:21 Jer. 17:9 Co. 1:21

4. Man’swill isin bondagetosin. 6:20 8:7-8 Lu. 6:43-45 Jer. 13:23 Ge. 6:58:21
a. Aren’t wefreetodoaswe please? Mt. 7:16-18
b. Man isonly ableto act in accordance with his nature and ability. 8:7-8

5. God must give sight and life for anyoneto be saved. John 1:12-13 6:44 3:5-7
Acts13:48 16:14 Col. 2:13 Mt. 22:14 1 Co. 1:30-31

E. JesusChrist isthe Man without sin. Rev. 1:12-16

Concluding summary: The purpose of the law. v. 19-20

A. Thelaw rendersall people accountableto God. v. 19
1. Thoseunder thelaw (the Jews) stand condemned by the law.
2. TheGentilesarealso condemned under thelaw. 2:14-15
3. Every defendant issilenced: without excuse. Job 40:4-5

B. Thelaw cannot justify. v. 20a 3:28 Ga. 2:16 3:2,5,10 Ps. 143:2
1. Noonecan be saved by law wor ks because no one meetsthe standard of the law.
Mt. 22:37f 5:48 Lev. 19:2
2. Thisundermines every human religion and philosophy, except one.

C. Sowhat useisthelaw? Thelaw preparesyou for the gospel. v. 20b 5:20 Ga. 3:22-24
1. Thelaw islikeamirror, which enablesyou to recognize your miserable condition.
2. Thenyou areprepared to cry out for God’s mercy. Lu. 5:31-32
3. God makes usrighteous by means of the gospel of Christ which isreceived by
faith. 3:21f Phil. 3:7-9 Ga. 4:4-51 John 1:8-2:2 Gen. 15:6 Ps. 32 51 103 I sa. 53
4. Through Christ you are set free from bondageto sin. 3:21f |11 Co. 5:21 Mt. 7:7-8
Eph. 2:101 Co. 2:14 Jo. 14:6 Acts 24:14 (righteousness, will, mind, works, way)

Discussion questionsfor family wor ship

1. What does Paul mean when he saysthat noneisrighteous? v. 10
Aren’t some people better than others?

2. In what sense does no one understand? v. 11a

3. With so many people seeking truth through philosophy and religion, how can Paul say
Thereis none who seeks for God?

4. Why does Paul focus on sins of the tongue to illustrate human depravity? v. 13-14

5. What istheroot cause of all sin? v. 18

6. What doesthe law have to say about us? v. 19

7. Why isthe law unable to make usrighteous? v. 20a

8. What usethen isthelaw? v. 20b




