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I. Introduction and review: An abrupt warning.

1. Beware of thewolves! v.17-18

A. They aredestructive. v.17a Acts20:29
1. They causedivisions. Jude1:1911 Ti. 2:23 Ti. 3:9 Ga. 5:20 Acts 15:1-21 Ti. 6:4-5
2. They lay stumbling blocks. 14:3 Mt. 16:23 23:4-5,13 Luke 17:1-2 Rev. 2:14
3. Sometimesthetruth causes division and stumbling. 9:32b-33 Acts24:5 Ga. 5:11
Mt.10:35 | Co. 1:23

B. They arefalseteachers. v.17b Dt. 13:1f | Tim. 6:3-5
1. Whilethereareissuesover which true believers may differ (Romans 14), we
must agree on the fundamentals. Gal. 1:6-911 Ti. 3:16-17
2. Falseteachersoften add to biblical doctrine.
3. Sometimesit iswhat the false teachers do not say which is most destructive.
4. Typically they have an axeto grind: “A harp of onestring”. Col. 2:8

C. They aresdf-indulgent. v. 18a Phil. 3:18-19 Jude 1:12-13,19 11 Ti. 3:1-9 |l Pe.
2:14 Ezekiel 34
1. They arenot servantsof Christ, but self-serving slavesto sin. 8:4-5
2. Bad doctrineleadsto bad living. Mt. 7:20
3. Thiscould refer to falseteacherswho practice a libertine lifestyle. Phil. 3:18-19
Mt. 6:24 23:14 11 Co.2:171 Tim. 6:511 Ti. 3:6 Jer. 6:13
4. Paul could also bereferring to their self-centeredness. 111 Jo. 1:9 Mt. 23:6-7

D. They aredeceptive. v.18b 1l Co.4:211:3,13-15 Mt. 7:15

They operate like the serpent in the garden of Eden. Gen. 3:1-6 John 8:44
Wolves usually appear in sheep’s (or shepherd’s) clothing. Acts20:25-30
They are smooth talkers. Mt. 4:5f |l Ti. 3:7

They flatter (seduce) their hearers. Jude 16 |1 Sam. 15:2-6

They prey on thevulnerable. Pr. 14:15
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Fight the wolves v. 17a,c 19

A. Bevigilant. v. 17a Eph. 4:14 5:6 Acts 20:28-31 Titus 1:9

B. Turn away from them. v. 17c Titus 3:9-10
1. Thechurchisnot towelcomeeveryone. Il John 1:7-11 Gal. 1:8-9
2. A point comes at which dialogueisno longer profitable. Mt. 7:6 11 Jo. 1:7-11
3. Falseteachersmust bedisciplined._Titus 3:9-11 | Co. 5:5,9 Jude 1:19 Pr. 26:21
4. Entirechurchesand denominations have been destroyed, because the cancer of
false teachers has been tolerated for the sake of unity.

C. Continueto obey thetruth you havereceived. v. 19a 15:14 1:5 6:16

D. Bediscerning. v.19b 12:9 Mt. 10:16 Pr. 14:15 Eph. 4:14 5:6 1 Co. 14:20| Th. 5:21-
22 Jer. 4:22

1. Becomeexpertsin wisdom. v. 19b Phil. 4:8-9 Js. 3:13 Col. 3:16
2. You don’t need to study or experienceevil to know it iswrong. Phi. 2:151 Th. 5:22
3. Test everything. Mt. 7:16,20 Acts17:11 Pr. 14:15



Who arethe wolves?

. What kinds of wolves preyed on the early church? Rev. 2-3 Col. 2:20f Acts 15: 1f

Gal. 1:8-9
Many wolves have appear ed throughout the history of the church. 3:28 Mark 7:8

Bewar e of moder n-day wolves.
1. Thenew perspective which makes sanctification is part of justification. 5:1 3:28
2. Preterism which claims Christ hasalready returned. 8:18 11 Ti. 2:16-18

Phil. 3:20-21 | Cor. 15:20-33
3. Harold Camping who claimsthe church age hasended. Mt. 16:181 Co. 11:26
Eph. 3:20-21
So-called evangelicalswho deny Christ isthe only way to God. 10:17 John 14:6
Celebrity “evangelists” who elevate man and dethrone God.
False prophets. Jer. 23:16,21-22 14:14 Ezek. 13:2-7 Dt. 13:1-518:20-22 1 Jo. 4:1-3
Deceiver swho seek your money with false claims of miraculous power .
Have nothing to do with these people!

N O A

V. Victory isassured. v. 20a
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Our God of peace wageswar against Satan and hisfollowers. v. 20a

1. Satanisbehind all error and division. Genesis 3

2. God will crush Satan, in fulfillment of Hispromise. Gen. 3:151 Co. 15:25
Eph. 1:22 Heb. 2:8

. You areinstruments by which Satan isbeing conquered. 8:37 Rev. 12:10-11 | Jo. 2:14

Satan (and hisfollowers) will soon be crushed. John 12:31 Luke 10:18 Mt. 7:19
| Co. 15:22f 54f |l Co.2:14  Ps. 110:1 Deut. 18:20

Satan isalready defeated. Col. 2:15 Eph. 1:221 Jo. 3:8

Satan isnow being defeated. Mt. 12:291 Jo. 2:14

Satan will suffer final defeat when Jesusreturns. Rev. 20:1011 Th. 2:8

In what senseisit soon? 13:12 |1 Pe. 3:8-9 Rev. 1:1 22:6-7,12,20 Luke 18:8
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Concluding applications. v. 20b

. Weareengaged in spiritual warfare. Eph. 6:12

Jesusisthetrue Teacher, Prophet, Shepherd and King. Dt. 18:15 Jo. 10:15 Eze. 34:23f
The Graceof our Lord Jesusiswith us. v. 20b

Discussion Questions

1. What harm is caused by false teacher s?

2. What isthe character of false teachers?

3. What arethe methods of false teachers?

4. What should be done to protect the church from false teachers?
5. What kinds of wolves preyed on the early church?

6. What happened to the church in Rome?

7. What wolves ar e attacking the church today?

8. What roledo we play in thevictory over Satan?

9. In what senseisthefinal victory soon?

10. What allusionsto Genesis 3 occur in this passage?



