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L. Introduction and review. The best laid plans of mice and men...

Il. Paul’splans. v. 22-29

A. Paul plansto (finally) visit Rome. v. 22-23,29
1. For many yearshehaslonged tovisit them. v. 23b 1:11,15
2. Hehasn’t yet come because he had other priorities. v. 20-23 1:13
3. Now that his pioneering work isdonein thisregion, he plansto visit them. v. 23
4. Heanticipates mutual encouragement and blessing. v. 24b,29, 32 1:13

B. Paul plansto usehisvisit to Rome as a stepping stoneto Spain. v. 24, 28b-29
1. Paul isstill focused upon pioneering missions work.
2. Paul hopesthe church in Rome will help send him on this proposed fourth
missionary journey. Acts15:31 Co. 16:6 11 Co. 1:16 Titus 3:13 111 John 1:6
3. Exactly what kind of help did Paul expect? Acts 15:3 13:1f
4. 1sthechurch in Rome merely a secondary objective for Paul? v. 29,32

C. BeforePaul can goto Rome, he must first visit Jerusalem. v. 25-27
1. What could be so important asto delay Paul’s plansto visit Rome and Spain
2. Paul haslong been working to collect an offering from the Gentile churchesto
relievethe poverty of the believersin Jerusalem. | Co. 16:1-4 11 Co. 8:1-9:15
3. Theimportance of this offering goesfar beyond the material aid, which iswhy
Paul leads a delegation from the Gentile churchesto Jerusalem. | Co. 16:3-4

D. Why arethese gifts soimportant?
1. Thesegiftsareasymbol of the unity Jewish and Gentile believersenjoy in Christ.
10:12 11:17 Eph. 2:14,18 4:4 Ga. 3:28
2. The Gentilesought to share material blessings with the Jews, in whose spiritual
blessingsthey now share. v. 27b 11:11,17-20 1:16 4:13-16 15:7-8 Is. 2:3 John 4:22
3. Thesegiftswill confirm the fruit God has produced among the Gentilesthrough
Paul. v. 28 | sa. 2:2-3 45:14 60: 5f

E. Paul’shopeisto cometo Rome after hismission to Jerusalem has succeeded so that
he can berefreshed and prepared to go on to Spain. v. 28-29

Principlesfor planning.

A. Making plansfor thefutureisgood and biblical. Pr.21:5 L uke 14:28

B. Your plansshould be based upon God’srevealed will. 15:8-12,20-21 Acts 9:15 Ga. 2:9
1. Paul’splanswere based upon therevelation hereceived from God.
2. God’sinfallibleand all sufficient Word guidesus. 11 Ti. 3:16 Ps. 119:10511 Pe. 1:3
3. WheretheBibleisclear, nofurther guidanceis needed.

C. Often you will haveto apply the general principles of God’sWord to particular
situations.
1. Paul did not alwaysreceive special revelation telling him what to do next.
2. You too must become accustomed to making wise choices.
3. Seek godly counsel. Pr.15:22 12:1519:20
4. Don’t put out fleeces, expect special revelation, or rely upon your feelings.
Judges 6:36-40 Pr. 14:12



D. Submit your plansto God’s sovereign will. Js. 4:13f Pr. 16:9

Paul’s plan did not turn out exactly ashe had hoped. Acts 21:1f 28:15

Waell intentioned plans of godly men sometimesfail.

God isin complete control of all plans. Js. 4:15Pr. 16:9 Pr. 21:1

Do you really want God’swill, no matter what? Lu. 22:42 Mt. 6:10 Acts 18:21
God’splan isthe best of all possible plans. 8:28 Eph. 1:11
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V. Principles for giving.

A. Meeting the needs of poor believersisapriority in giving. v. 26

1. Concern for the poor was a hallmark of the early church. 12:13 Acts 2:42f 4:32f
6:1f Ga. 2:10 Js. 1:27 2:14f Heb. 13:16 1 Jo. 3:17 11 Co. 8:13-15Pr. 19:17 Ex. 16:18

2. God sometimes allowsreal Christiansto suffer great poverty. Il Co. 8:2

3. God allows poverty for good reasons. 8:28 Acts 11:27

4. God wants believersto unite in love through meeting one another’s needs:
True Christian fellowship (koinonia). 12:13 11 Co. 8:4 Ga. 6:6 He. 13:16

5. Whilewe should be concerned about all who ar e suffering, we should be especially
concerned for other Christians. Ga. 6:10

6. Our concern should not be limited to those in our own church, or even our own
nation. We should shar e the burdens of believersthroughout the world.

7. Giving should have a spiritual purpose.

B. You should also share material blessings with those from whom you have received
spiritual blessings. v. 27b Luke 8:1-31 Co. 9:11-14 Ga. 6:6-10 Phil. 1:54:15 | Ti. 5:17
1. Paul never solicitsmoney for himself but doesreceive gifts from churchesin which
he has ministered. | Co. 9:15f Phi. 1:54:1511 Co. 11:8-9
2. Itisright for usto sharewith those who blessus spiritually. I Co. 9:11f | Ti. 3:15
3. Do we have an ongoing debt to the Jews?

C. GivingtothelLord’swork isboth a duty and a pleasure. v. 26a

A duty can be sincerely and joyfully perfor med.

The Gentiles believers owed a debt to the Jews (and to God). v. 27 |1 Co. 8:9
You can never give so much to make God owe you.

The Gentile believerswere delighted to give. 11 Co. 8:1-5,89:7

God’s people should never haveto be pressured or manipulated into giving.
Areyou a cheerful giver? 1l Co. 9:7
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D. How much should you give?
1. God doesnot need your gift. 11:33-35 Ps. 50:10
2. Givegeneroudy (sacrificially). 12:8 Il Co. 9:5-68:2,9 Luke6:38 11 Chron. 24:11
Mark 12:41-44 You don’t haveto berich togivealot. Mark 12:41-4411 Co. 8:2f
3. Giveproportionately and regularly. | Co. 16:1-2 11 Co. 8:3,11b-15Pr. 3:9

E. GivingtotheLord’swork isa blessing.
1. Your willingnessto giveto the poor and to the Lord’swork is proof of God’swork
in your life.
2. God usesyour giftsto further the gospel and to unite believersin love.
3. You will beblessed. Il Co. 9:10-11
4. Your givingissacred worship. v.27b Theultimate goal of givingisnot the
meeting of human need, but the glory of God. 11 Co.9:12-15

V. Concluding applications.




Discussion questions

1. Why hadn’t Paul visited Rome?

2. Why ishe now able to cometo Rome?

3. Why does Paul want to cometo Rome?

4. Why isit important for Paul to go to Jerusalem first?
5. What place does planning havein thelife of a believer?
6. How does God’s revealed will influence our planning?
7. How does God’s sover eign will influence our planning?
8. To whom should you give?

9. Why should you give?

10. How much should you give?

11. What blessings result when you give?




