Paul’s Calling and Yours. Romans 15:16b-21 7/27/03 #64

I. Introduction and review.

A. Thepeople who accomplish themost in life have a clear sense of calling. Pr. 21:5
B. Paul had a special calling from God.

Il. You perform apriestly ministry. v. 16b

A. Paul wasengaged in priestly ministry.
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Paul usesthe language of the Old Testament Priestly system to describe hiswork.
13:6 Lu. 1:23 Heb. 1:7 8:2,6 9:21 10:11 5,8,10,14,18, Deut. 10:8 Eph. 5:2

He isnot a mediator, offering a sacrificeto God on behalf of the people. | Ti. 2:5
Heb. 2:17 | Pe. 2.5

. Paul offersthe Gentilesas a spiritual sacrificeto God. 12:1-2 11 Co. 11:2 Ps. 67:3-4

I's Paul thinking of Isaiah. 66:20? Then they shall bring all your brethren from all
nations as a grain offering to the LORD.

B. Paul’spriestly ministry isuniquein church history. Acts 9:15 22:21 Ga. 2:9 1:15

C. Wetoo havea priestly ministry.
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Every believer isapriest in the household of God. | Pe. 2:5,9 Re. 1:6 20:6 | s. 66:21
We offer spiritual sacrifices of worship and service. 12:1 Heb. 13:15-16 Phil. 4:18
Whatever ministry God has given you should be carried out asa priestly service.
We offer God thefruit of our service. Heb. 13:17 11 Co. 11:2 Eph. 5:27 | Pe. 4:10f

[11.You have been given a power ful ministry. v. 17-19

A. Paul’s ministry was accomplished through God’spower. |1 Th. 1:5
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Hegivesall glory for hisgreat successto Christ.v. 17-18a | Co. 1:29-31 Ga. 6:14
a. God usesmeans. | Co.3:915:1011 Co.5:206:1 3:5

b. God alone saves people. John 6:44 Acts 18:9-10

Paul’s objective isthe obedience of the Gentilesto the gospdl (faith). 1:516:26,19
Mt. 28:20 Gen. 49:10

Paul’s wor k was accomplished through preaching the gospel. v. 19b 10:14

| Co.1:22-242:1-59:16 |l Ti. 4:1f

Paul’s preaching ministry was accompanied by miraculous signs and wonders.
Acts2:225:12 14:315:1211 Co. 12:121 Co. 2:4 John 5:36 Luke 24:19

Paul’s successwasincredible! v. 19c Acts21:19

B. Thepower exhibited in Paul’s ministry was unique.
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Should we expect signs and wonder stoday?

Doesthelack of signsand wonders mean God is not affirming our ministry?
What was the purpose of signs and wonders?

In the Bible miracles occur at crucial pointsin redemptive history and are
accompanied by verbal revelation from God. Ex. 7:3 He. 1:1f

The apostolic ministry was exceptional, foundational, and unrepeatable. Eph. 2:20
3:5 Rev. 21:14 Ga. 1:11-12

Signs and wonder s ar e specifically tied to the apostolic ministry. Acts 2:43

1 Co.12:12 He. 224 Ga. 3:5

Don’t seek or expect signsand wonders. Mt. 12:3924:14 |1 Th. 229 Rev. 13:13-14




C. God powerfully worksthrough you.
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Your inclusion among God’s peopleistheresult of God’s great work among the
Nations.

God answersprayer (including healing).

The Spirit produces supernatural fruit and giftsin you. Ga. 5:22f | Co. 12:7
We continueto proclaim the great works of God in Christ.

The gospel isthe greatest display of God’s glorious power in the conversion of
sinners. 1:16-17 3:10f 8:6-8 | Th. 1.5 John 14:12

IV.You should beinvolved in pioneering ministry. v. 20-21

A. Paul was called to boldly go where no man had gone before. 1 Co. 3:6,10 1 Co. 10:16
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He deliberately avoided going places wher e churches wer e alr eady established.
Paul found support for thiscalling in the Scriptures. Isa. 52:15

Thisiswhy Paul had not yet visited the church in Rome. v. 22f

How can Paul say he has fully preached from Jerusalem to Illyricum? v. 19b
15:23-24 Co. 1:25-27 Rev. 1:11

B. Paul’spioneering ministry was unique.
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The nature and extent of his ministry was foundational in church history.
Otherswere called to build upon the foundation helaid (or water and care for
what he had planted). | Co. 3:6,11 Acts14:231 Ti. 3:1f Titus1:5

C. What principlesfor our missions efforts can we glean from Paul’s practice?
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The church carrieson the apostolic work of missions. Acts 13:1-3 14:26
Unreached peoplegroupsareapriority in missions. Gen. 12:3 Mt. 28:18f Rev. 5:9
The church should send its best peopleto be missionaries. Acts 13: 2f

Some ar e especially gifted and called by God for pioneering works.

Others have different, but very important gifts. Holding the ropes.

An important objectivein missionsisthe establishment of self-sufficient churches
which can bewitnessesin their region. Acts13:16-41

V. Concluding applications. Do you know your calling?

Discussion questions for family wor ship.

1. What was the nature of Paul’s “priesthood”?

2. What was unique about Paul’s priesthood?

3. What kind of priestly ministry do you perform?

4. How was God’s power demonstrated in Paul’s ministry?

5. What was unique about Paul’s apostolic ministry?

6. Should we expect signs and wonderstoday? Why or why not?

7. How is God’s power displayed in our day?

8. How did Paul decide whereto evangelize?

9. What was unique about Paul’s ministry?

10. What principlesfor missions can we glean from Paul’s missionary priorities?



