Unity through Christlikeness. Romans 15:1-13 7/13/03 #62

I. Introduction and review: No Judging. 14:1-12 No tripping. 14:13-23 No pushing. 15:1-13

Il. Promote unity by practicing Christlike self-denial. v. 1-6

A. Put your brother’sinterestsahead of your own. v. 1-2 Phil. 2:3-4
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Paul openly identifies himself with the strong. v. 1a

Bear one another’sweaknesses. v. 1b Gal. 6:2 Heb. 12:13

a. Paul isnot saying merely to bear with one another.

b. Heissayingto carry oneanother.

Don’t just please yourself. v. 1c Phil. 2:21

Instead do what will please and edify your neighbor. v.21 Co. 10:33 .
a. Don’t become a man-pleaser in asinful sense. Ga. 1:10 Pr. 29:25
b. Nor areyou toindulgeyour neighbor’ssins. .

c. Rather dowhatever you can to build him up spiritually. 14:19-20

B. Imitate Christ’s self denial. v. 3a
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Thisisthefirst time Christ is explicitly used as an examplein Romans. 8:29

Col. 3:10He. 12:2 1 John 2:6 Mark 10:42-45 | Pe. 2:21 John 13:15

Heboreus (and our iniquities). Isa. 53:4 Mt. 7:17

Hedid not exercise Hisrightsor please Himself. 11 Co. 8:9 Phil. 2:5-9 Mt. 26:39
Instead He made the ultimate sacrifice for our good. Mark 10:45

God askslittle of you, by comparison.

C. TheOld Testament foretold Christ’s sufferingsfor you. v. 3b-4 Ps. 69:9b
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His zealous faithfulness to God led to reproach from men. v. 3b Jo. 8:41f 7: 2f

If you follow Him, don’t expect an easy pleasant life. Jo. 15:25

The Old Testament is applicable under the New Covenant. v. 4

a. Paul’suseof the Old Testament isappropriate. 11 Ti. 3:16-17 1 Co. 10:11,6

b. What originally was said of David pointsto Christ, David’s greater Son, and
now appliesto us, who walk in Jesus steps. Luke 24:27

c. God’'spast dealingswith His people give us encour agement and hopein the
present so we can persevere. Heb. 11:25-26

d. All of Scriptureisdivinely inspired (infallible) and useful. 11 Ti. 3:16-17

Our sure hope enablesusto endure. v.4b Heb. 12:2

D. May God uniteusfor Hisown glory. v. 5-6
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Paul’swish issimultaneously a prayer and an exhortation.

God isthe sour ce of perseverance, hope, and unity. v.5all Co. 1.3

May you be of onemind. v. 5b 12:16 Phil. 2:5 Acts 1:14 2:46 4:24 15:25

a. Our unity isfounded upon truth. Eph. 4:4-6

b. Paul does not expect we will enjoy perfect agreement on every doubtful point.
c. Heprayswewill serve one another with a Christlike attitude. Phil. 2:5

God’s ultimate purpose is not your unity, but Hisown glory. v. 6 1:21



Promote unity by accepting one another as Christ has accepted you. v. 7-12

A. Fully welcome one another untotheglory of God. v.7 14:1
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This goes beyond mer ely tolerating people who ar e different.

It meansfully embracing them into your heart and home.

Hewho is sinless, accepted you when you werevile. 5:8 Lu. 15:2 5:30-31,12
23:34,47 Mt. 11:28 Jo. 7:37 | Ti. 1:151s. 64:6

You glorify God when you imitate Christ’sinclusiveness. Phil. 2:9-11

B. Christ’s service has benefitted both Jews and Gentiles. v. 8-9a Eph. 2:11f Mk. 10:45
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Christ fulfilled God’s promisestothe Jews. v. 81:16 3:2 9:4-5 Gen. 12:31s.42:1
Gal. 3:16

2. Christ smultaneously brings mercy to the Gentiles. v. 9a Eph. 2:11f | Pe.
3.
4. What similar divisionsor prejudices may exist among us? Js. 2:1f

Thisindicatesthe natur e of thedivisionsin Rome. 11:17f

C. Christ’swork of uniting Jews and Gentilesin praiseto God isin fulfillment of the
Old Testament Scriptures (Law, Writings, Prophets). v. 9b-12 Ge. 12:3 Ga. 3:8
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God’s Name will be confessed among the Gentiles. v. 9b Ps. 18:49 |11 Sam. 22:50
David’'svictories anticipate the greater victories of Jesus.

Let the Gentilesjoin believing Israel in joyfully honoring God. v. 10 Deut. 32:43
Let the Gentilespraise God. v. 11 Ps. 117:1

The son of Jesserules over the Gentileswho hopein Him.v. 12 1:31s. 11:10,1-4

Ge. 49:10 Jer. 33:15 Rev. 5:522:16

D. May God fill you with joy, peace and hope. v. 13
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Thisprayer bringsthe major teaching section of the book of Romansto a close.
God isthe source of joy, peace, and hope. 4:18 5:1-5 8:20,24-25 | Pe. 1:8 Phi. 4:4,7
God gives usthese blessings by means of faith and the work of the Holy Spirit.
We have a sure hope of a glorious future (and a joyful present).
Thereisnotruejoy, peaceor hope apart from God.

V. Concluding applications.

Discussion questions

1. Who arethe“strong” and the“weak”? v. 1

2. In what sense should the strong bear the weaknesses of the weak?

3. In what senseisit bad to please men? In what senseisit good to please others? v. 2
4. What should we expect to gain from studying the Old Testament? v. 4

5. What do Paul’s prayer steach us about how we should pray? v. 5-6,13

6. How did Christ bring together Jew and Gentiles?

7. On what basis does God accept us?

8. What doesthe Old Testament teach about God’s plan for the Gentiles?

9. How isa Christian ableto live selflessly?

10. Why ar e unbeliever swithout hope, joy or peace?



