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I. Introduction and review: IsAmerica a Christian nation?

Il. Thenature of civil government: The Stateisa Divine Institution. v. 1-3a

A. God hasestablished human government. v.1b | Sa. 12:81sa. 45:1
1. God originated civil government in order torestrain sin. Gen. 9 Judges 21:25
2. God isthe SupremeKing Who appointsall human rulers. Dan. 2:21 4:17,25
They should realizethey derive their authority from God. John 19:10-11
3. God works out His sovereign will through human rulers. Pr. 21:1 Acts4:27-28
4. 1sGod responsiblefor thewicked actsof evil rulers? Is. 10:5
a. They areresponsiblefor their own sinful choices. Ex. 8:15 John 19:10-11
b. God worksout Hisgood purposesin spite of their sin. 9:17 8:28 Acts 4.27-28
c. Sometimes God usesevil rulersto chastisethewicked. Je. 27:6 5:31 Hab. 1
5. No particular form of civil government isendor sed by the Bible.

B. Isthereany holy nation today?
1. Under the Old Covenant, Israel was God’s chosen nation.
2. Thereisno earthly holy nation under the New Covenant. Jo. 18:36 | Pe. 2:9-17
3. Even though thereisno holy nation, all rulersare accountableto God. Dan. 2,4

C. What isthe proper relationship between government and other human institutions?
1. God hasestablished different institutions, each of which isaccountableto Him.
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2. Each institution should befaithful in carrying out itsduty without interfering in
the spheresof theothers.  Pr.1:84:11 Ti. 5:8
3. Thebiblical understanding of separation of church and state does not imply the
separation of statefrom God. We are a nation under God.
4. Thegovernment has a tendency to go beyond its sphere: Statism. | Sam. 8:10-21

[11.The duty of Government: The Stateisto Maintain Order v. 3-4

A. Governorsare God’s servants (ministers). v.4, 6
The character of our rulers matters. Pr. 8:15 16:12 20:28 31:3-4 29:2 Dt. 17:14-20

B. Positively, government isto commend those who doright. v. 3b | Pe. 2:14b
Good government isa blessing to good citizens. Pr. 29:2,4 22:29 | Ti. 2:2 Acts 19: 35f

C. Negatively, government isto punish evildoers. v. 4 | Pe. 2:14a Pr. 20:8,26
1. Civil government isappointed by God to avenge evil. 12:19
2. God determineswhich evil actsareto be punished. v. 4b Pr. 20:26
3. Thepunishment istoreflect God’sjustice: swift, impartial, proportionate.
Ecc. 8:11 Pr. 18:517:15 24:23-25 31:8-9 Deut. 19:13,21 25:1-3 Num. 35:31
4. Iscapital punishment biblical? v. 4 6:23 Gen. 9:6
a. Capital punishment demonstrates how highly God values human life.
b. The Scripturerequiresa high standard of evidence. Deut. 17:6
D. Unjust rulerswill answer to God. Is. 1:23 Ps. 2 Pr. 17:15,23 29:14,4 16:12 Hab. 1:2-4
Isa. 5:23 Rev.6:10J0.19:6 Pr.Ps. 82:2Ex.23:8Dt. 17:16-17 27:25 | Ki. 11:1-5




IV.Your duty to government: Submit. v. 1-7

A. Besubject tothe governing authorities. v. 1,5 | Pe. 2:13
1. Thisappliesto everyone: with no exceptions (not even for heavenly citizens).
2. Obey thelaw of the land.
3. Pay your taxes. V. 6-7 Mark 12:13-17 L u. 20:22 23:2 Mt. 17:24-27 22:18-21
4. Respect your leaders, even if you don’t approve of their character. v. 71 Sa. 26:9f
| Pe. 2:13,17 Acts 23:5

B. God givesyou good reasonsto submit to civil authority.
1. Your government isordained by God. v. 1b
2. Resistanceto government isrebellion against God. v. 2a Num. 16: 31f
3. Disobedience bringsdivinejudgment. v. 2b-41 Pe. 2:14 Pr. 20:2
You will be punished.
4. You should obey because of your consciencetowards God. v.5,22:151 Pe. 2:13,19
5. Submit because of your witnessto a watchingworld. | Pe. 2:12,15 4:15-16

C. Iscivil disobedience ever justified?

1. Thegovernment isto be obeyed even when they are unjust.

2. Government’sright isnot absolute. God hasthe ultimate claim on your loyalty.

Mark 12:17b | Pe. 2:17 Pr. 24:21

3. When Caesar demandswhat is God’s, we must obey God. Acts4:195:29 1.8
a. When government commands what isprohibited. Ex. 1:15-17 Dan. 3:1 6:3f
b. When gover nment prohibitswhat iscommanded. Acts1:85:29 Heb. 10:24-25
When government exceedsthelimits of itsjurisdiction, we may disobey.
If you must disobey, do so respectfully and be prepared to face the consequences.
Conscientious disobedience must never be used for usurping functions of authority
God hasnot given us,
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D. Exerciseyour citizenship. Pr.28:7 Jer. 29:1-14
1. Seek thepeace and prosperity of theland in which welive asexiles. Jer. 29:7
2. Christiansarefreeto usether political and civil rights. Acts 16:37 25:11 19:38-39
3. Seek toinfluencethe government for good: Joseph, Daniel, Nehemiah. Phil. 4:22

E. Prayfor our rulers. | Tim. 2:1-3

V. Concluding Applications. Mark 12:17
A. Thehope of our nation isnot a change of gover nment, but revival!
B. Our ultimate hopeisin the Kingdom Christ will bring. 13:11-12 John 8:31-32
Re 19:46 21:1-511:15. Rev.5:101 Co. 6:2

Discussion Questions.

1. What isthe origin of human gover nment?

2. What isthe primary function of human gover nment?

3. Isthere any holy nation today?

4. What isthe proper relationship between civil gover nment and the church?
5. In what ways does gover nment tend to go beyond its sphere of authority?
6. What are the chief duties of civil gover nment?

7. What are your dutiesto civil government?

8. What reasons does Paul give for submission to the authorities?

9. Why should you pay (all of) your taxes?

10. When iscivil disobedience justified?

11. Isthere aform of civil government which ismore biblical than others?




