Love One Another (part 2): Lovein Action. Romans12:11.13 3/2/03 #52

| ntr oduction and review.

Il. Loveserves. v.11

A. Bewareof lethargy. Pr.18:96:6,9 26:13-16 Mt. 25:26f Gal. 6:9 Rev. 3:15-16

1

2.
3.
4.

Some ar e tempted to complacency.

Some who have been faithful in the past lose momentum. Rev. 2:4 Gal. 6:9
Lifeistoo short to wastetime. 13:11 Ps. 90:12

L azinessisdestructive to the church body. Pr. 18:9

B. Befervent in Spirit. Acts18:25Mark 8:34-35 | Co. 9:25-27
1. Areyou an enthusiast?
2. Jesusdemands and deserves complete commitment. Mark 8:34-35.

C. ServethelLord. Il Co.5:14 Ps. 116:121 Co. 10:31
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3.

Thismotive will keep you from complacency and stir up your zeal.
Areyou eager to serve wherever you are needed?
Serve Him wholeheartedly in every sphere. Col. 3:22-23 Eph. 6:5-8 Acts 20:19

D. God richly rewardsthose who faithfully serve Him. Gal. 6:9 Heb. 6:10

Loveagives. v.13al John 3:17

A. Sacrificial generosity to those in need was a hallmark of the early church. 15:26-27
Il Co.8-9Acts2:44-454:321 Ti. 6:17-18 Phil. 1:5 4:15 Mt. 25:34-40 Ga. 6:6

B. Bear one another’sburdens. Gal. 6:2,10

1
2.
3.

Meet material needs. | John 3:17 4:20 Js. 2:14f
Also meet emotional and spiritual needs.
Givewisaly. | Ti.5:4,8Gal. 6:1011 Th. 3:10-12 Pr. 16:261 Th. 4:11

C. Areyou sharing in the needs of your brethren?

Lovewelcomes. v. 13b Heb. 13:21 Pe. 4:9111 Jo. 1:5-8 11 Ti. 1:16 Lu. 14:12-14

A. Hospitality involves more than having your friends over for a occasional meal.

1
2.

Hospitality literally meansthe love of strangers. Luke 14:12-14

Hospitality has varied expressions.

a. Offering tablefellowship. Acts 2:46 20:11 Jude 12

b. Providing a placefor visitorsto stay. 16:23 111Jo. 5-8 Phile. 22 Acts 16:15 21:8
c. Opening your home for meetings. 16:5 Acts5:42 1 Co. 16:19 Co. 4:15 Phile. 5
Hospitality isnot merely sharing a meal, but sharing your home and your life.
Showing concern for strangershasOld Testament roots. Ge. 18:2f 19:1f Dt. 10:19
Ex. 22:21 23:9

Hospitality was an important characteristic of the early church.

a. A necessary qualification for church leaders. | Tim. 3:3 Titus 1:8

b. Tablefellowship waspart of their regular gathering. Acts2:421 Co. 11:20f

c. Theearly church metin homes. 16:5Acts5:421 Co. 16:19 Co. 4:15 Phile. 5
d. Thoseunder discipline were excluded from table fellowship. | Co. 5:11
Should you welcome every stranger into your home? 16:1-2 11 Th. 3:6f |1 Jo 10-11




B. Why ishospitality soimportant?
1. Hospitality meets practical needs. Job 31:32
2. Hospitality buildslove and unity in the church family. Heb. 13:1-2
3. Hospitality can be an effective means of evangelism.

C. Hospitality isnot merely to be practiced, it isto be pursued.
1. Diligently pursue one another.
2. Eagerly pursuevisitors.
3. Faithfully pursuethelost.

D. What hindersusfrom pursuing hospitality? | Pet. 4:9
Pride.

Fear.

Selfishness. Lu. 10:40-41

Prejudice (favoritism). v. 16b Js. 2:1f

An unwillingnessto welcome outsider s.

agrwDNE

E. Doyou havevision for pursuing hospitality?

F. Hospitality isnot just an action. It involves an attitude.
1. Treat otherswith interest, love, and acceptance.
2. Weneed tolearn how torelateto and love the lost.

G. Hogspitality has great benefits.
1. Thechurch family isbuilt up.
2. Outsidersarewon to faith.
3. Itisablessingand a privilegeto servetheLord.
4. ThelLord rewardsthose who are hospitable. Mt. 25:35,40 10:11 Heb. 13:1-2 6:10

V. Concluding applications.
A. Love serves, gives, and welcomes.
B. Lovein action isexemplified in Christ.
1. Heserved uswholeheartedly. v. 11 Isa. 53 Mt. 20:28 John 13:5f Phil. 2:5f
2. Hehasgiven usthegreatest gift. v. 13all Co. 8:9 John 3:16
3. Heloved and welcomed us, even when we wer e alienated from Him. v. 13b 5:8
Mt. 11:19 Isa. 25:6

Discussion questions

1. What are some causes of spiritual lethargy? v. 11a

2. How can you grow in spiritual fervency? v. 11b

3. How areyou presently servingtheLord? v. 11c

4. What wasthe giving in the early church like? v. 13a

5. What kinds of needs should you be seeking to meet in the church family? v. 13a
6. What does “hospitality” mean? v. 13b

7. What are some expressions of hospitality? v. 13b

8. Why ishospitality important? v. 13b

9. Who do you know who excelsin hospitality? v. 13b

10. What do you plan to do to “pursue” hospitality? v. 13b




