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I. Introduction and review.
A. Islsrael’sfailurefatal?
1. lIsrael’srgectionisnot total. 11:1-10 God continuesto preserve aremnant.
2. lsrael’srgectionisnot final. 11:11-3211:11 Hehasaplan for Israel.
B. God revealsHis purposesin the hardening of I sradl.

Il. God’srejection of Israel isnot final: He hasa plan for their futurerecovery. v. 11-16

A. Haslsradl asanation fallen beyond recovery? v. 11a Mt. 21:42-43
1. Why might one conclude that God isfinished with Israel asa nation? 11:8-10
2. They have stumbled, but they have not irreparably fallen. Isa. 29:17f

B. God hasathreestageplan for Israel’sfuturerecovery. v. 11b-12 Rom. 8:28
1. lIsrael’slossisthe Gentiles’ gain. v. 11b
a. It wasalways God’sintention to bring salvation to the Gentiles. Gen. 12:3
Isa. 49:4-6 Mt. 21:43
b. God used thergection of the gospel by the Jewsto bring salvation to the
Gentiles. Acts13:44-48 18:6 28:28 L u. 14:16-24 Mt. 21:43 22: 1f
2. TheGentiles’ gain resultsin blessingto Israel. Gentile salvation will provokethe
Jewsto jealousy that they might return to God. v. 11c 10:19 Dt. 32:21
3. Therecovery of Israel will result in even greater gain for the Gentiles. v. 12,15

C. Paul’sministry to the Gentilesis also instrumental in Jewish salvation. v. 13-14
1. Paul’smission work isnot against the interests of Israel.
2. Paul remains zealousfor the conversion of hiscountrymen. v. 14 Acts 18:4 13:14

D. What should we expect God to do with the Jewsin the future? v. 15, 12, 26a

1. Someclaim Paul is still talking about the saving of a remnant of |srael
throughout history.

2. It appears Paul expectsa futurewidespread revival among the Jews. v. 12,15,26

3. What ismeant by life from the dead? v. 15b
a. Will Jewish revival befollowed by thefinal resurrection of the last day?
b. Or doe he speak of the widespread quickening and deepening of spiritual life?

6:13 Eph. 2:1,5 Cal. 3:1 Ezek. 37
4. Inwhat senseistheworld reconciled to God? v. 15,12 John 3:16

E. Ethniclsrael remains, in a sense, holy to God. v. 16

1. Theentireharvest was sanctified through the offering of thefirstfruits. v 16a
Num. 15:17-21 Lev. 23:10-11

2. Theentiretreeisconsecrated if theroot isholy. v. 16b

3. What do thefirst piece of dough and the root symbolize?
a. Somesuggest theremnant. 8:231 Co. 15:2316:1511 Th. 2:13
b. A better explanation isthe patriarchs (and the covenants), which iswhy God

continuesto takeinterest in them. v. 28 9:4 Isa. 51:1-2
4. God still has plansfor Israel, because of His promisesto their forefathers.
5. Thisdoesnot mean every Israeliteissaved. 9:6f

F. Application.
1. Doesyour Christian life make othersjealousto have what God has given you?
2. God uses zealous human effort as a means by which His plan is accomplished.
3. DoesPaul imply Christ will not return until arevival takes place among the Jews?



God’splansfor Israel areillustrated by theolivetree. v. 17-24

A. Thisfigureof theolivetree confusesmany. v. 17 Jer. 11:16 Hosea 14:6
1. IsPaul’sillustration contrary to good horticulture? v. 24
2. Doesevery detail have a meaning?
3. Thetreesymbolizes God’s people (both Jew and Gentile) throughout history.
4. Paul issimply illustrating what he already said about God’s plan for Israel. v. 12f
a. With Israel’sreection of the Messiah, most of the natural branches (ethnic
| sraelites) are broken off.
b. Which makesroom for wild branches (Gentile believers) to be grafted in.
c. Later many natural brancheswill be grafted back intothetree. v. 23-24

B. You (Gentiles) should learn from the example of the olivetree. v. 18-24 John 4:22
1. Don’t bearrogant, but remember from whereyou came. v. 18 Eph. 2:12,19
2. Don’t be presumptuous, but remember that you stand only by faith. v. 19-20a
3. Beware, lest what happened to the natural branches happen to you. v. 20b-22
Pr.3:7 Phil. 2:12-13 Heb. 4:11 Pe. 1:17 | Co. 10:11-12
4. God isableto graft back in the natural branches. v. 23-24

C. Application.
1. We Gentiles should value thericheswe havereceived through | srael.
2. God dealswith people according to their faith or disbelief.
3. God isboth kind and severe.
4. 1sPaul saying you can lose your salvation (be cut off)?
a. You must perseverein faith in order tobesaved. Mark 13:13 Heb. 3:12-14
5:111 Jo. 2:19 Cal. 1.22-23
b. Thosewho aretruly saved cannot belost. 8:31-39 John 10:27-29 Phil. 1.6
c. Scripturefrequently warns professing Christians against falling away.
John 15:5f Hebrews Rev. 2:15-16 3:16
d. Thesewarningsarea means by which God preservesusin faith. 1l Co. 13:5
5. Don’t be complacent.

V. Concluding applications.

A. What istherelationship between ethnic I srael and the church? Eph. 3:6 1 Pet. 2:9
1. God still takes special interest in the Jewsfor the sake of the patriarchs.
2. Thereisonly one people of God (tree), consisting of believing Jews and Gentiles.
a. Gentilebelieversshareall God’s promises. 4:11-12 8:17 Ga. 3:7,16,29
b. Jews, areonewith the Gentilesin the church. Eph. 2:11f
B. Weshould be concerned about the Jews.
C. If God can dothisfor Israel, He can do great thingstoday. Mt. 19:26

Questionsfor discussion:

1. Why might somethink God isfinished with Israel? v. 11a

2. What was God’s good purpose in hardening the Jews? v. 11b-12

3. What should we expect God to do among the Jewsin the future? v. 12,15
4. What do the lump and theroot symbolizein verse 16?

5. What doesthe olive tree symbolize in verse 17?

6. Against what does Paul warn the Gentiles? v. 18-22

7. 1sPaul saying individuals can lose their salvation? v. 21b-22

8. What can you do to make Jewish people, and other unbelievers, jealous?
9. Evaluatethis statement: | srael and the Gentiles are two distinct peoples with two distinct sets
of blessings and two distinct destinies.




