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I. Introduction

A. Review of Romans 9:1-23.

1
2.

3.

Paul passionately longsfor the salvation of unbelieving Israel. v. 1-5

Has God’sWord failed? v. 6a

God’s purposes accor ding to election are being worked out. v.

IsGod fair to choose some over others? v. 14-17

God isfreeto show mercy or to harden whom He will among undeserving
sinners. v. 15-18

If God controls everything, how can God blamethose He hardens? v. 19

a. God’sright: Who areyou to challenge the Almighty? v. 20-21

b. God’sreason: Heisglorified both through Hismercy and Hiswrath. v. 22-24

B. God’sways are beyond our understanding. 11:33-36 Isa. 55:8-9
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2.
3.

Romans 9isatruedescription of God, but not a comprehensive description.
Ezek. 18:32 Ex. 34:6 Il Pe. 3:9

While God’s choice has nothing to do with human merit, it isnot arbitrary.

We still make meaningful choices for which we areresponsible (culpable). 9:30f

C. Why haslsrael failed? 9:24-33

1
2.

Israel’sfailureisaccording to the revealed purpose of God. v. 24-29
Israel isresponsible for their unbelieving reection of Christ. v. 30-33

I1. Israel has stumbled according to God’s revealed purpose. v. 24-29

A. God hascalled both Jews and Gentilesto be vessels of Hismercy. v. 24
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2.

Paul introduces a new element: God is also saving some Gentiles. 1:16-17 2:10-11
3:22Gen. 12:3Mt. 8:11 Isa. 49:1259:19

Jews and Gentiles are united in the church as God’s holy people. Eph. 2:11-22

| Pe. 2:9-10 Gal. 3:14,26-29

B. Hoseaforetold the calling of the Gentiles. v. 25-26 Hosea 2:23 1:10
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3.

4.

The story of Hosea portrays God’srelationship with His people.

a. Hosea’sunfaithful wifeisa picture of Israel’sunfaithfulnessto God. Ho. 1:2

b. Thenamesof Gomer’s children foretold judgment against | srael: Scattered,
Not-Loved, and Not-My-People. Ho. 1:4-9

c. Gomer’srestoration isa pictureof what God would do for unworthy
adulterous|Israel. 1:102:14,19,23 3:1f

To whom does Hosea’s prophecy apply?

a. Some suggest that Paul isreferring to I srael’s present unfaithfulness and
futurerestoration.

b. Most believethat Paul isreferring to God’s graceto the Gentiles. | Pe.

Just as God showed mercy to | srael after she had been banished from Hisfamily,

He has shown mercy to the Gentileswho once wer e excluded and unloved.

Gentilesare now included in His New Covenant People. Eph. 2:12 | Pe. 2:10

C. Isaiah predicted the destruction of all but aremnant of the Jews. v. 27-29
Is. 10:21-23,51:914:24 11:11,1,5 46:3

1
2.

In the past, God regected the majority of faithless|srael and saved aremnant.
What happened in Isaiah’s day was only a for eshadowing of the greater event of
Israel’sregection of the Messiah and the judgment which followed. Mt. 21:43



Israel isresponsible for her failure. v. 30-33

A. Gentiles, who were not pursuing God’srighteousness, arereceiving it anyway. v. 30
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2.
3.
4.

Paul isnot referring to all Gentiles, but only to believers.

They were not seeking God’srighteousness. 9:4-5 1:18-32 3:10f Acts14:16 17:30
Those who didn’t even enter therace havereceived the prize.

The salvation of the Gentilesis only by God’s sovereign grace and mercy. 9:16
Acts 13:44-48

B. Most Jewsare not gaining God’s righteousness, in spite of their efforts. v. 31
Why has|srael failed?

C. Israel failed because they pursued righteousness by their works, rather than through
faith. v. 32a 3:20,27 8:3 They focused upon achieving rather than believing.

1
2.

3.
4.

They failed to see the law demands a perfection they cannot attain. 3:19-20 Js.
They failed to seethe true method of justification, by faith, as shown by their father
Abraham. 4:1f 3:27 Gen. 15:6

They failed to see Christ in thelaw. 3:21-22,31 8:310:4 Gal. 3:13,24

Sincerity in religion isnot enough.

D. Israd failed because they stumbled over Christ (the Rock of God). v. 32b-33
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2.

Isaiah proclaimed that those who put their trust in God asthe Rock would be kept
safe, but those who rgjected Him would be crushed. Isa. 28:16 8:14

Isaiah, and others, werelooking ahead to Christ Jesusasthe Rock. Ps. 118:22

| Pe.2:6-8 Lu. 20:17-18 Mt. 21:42 7:24 Mark 12:10 Acts4:11 Eph. 2:20

3. Heisarock of salvation for those who trust in Him.
4.

Heisarock of destruction for thosewho rgect Him (the Jews). Mt. 21:42-44
Dan. 2:34-35,44-45.

5. ThisJewish reection of Jesuswas for etold.
6.

Their repudiation of Christ does not thwart God’s plan.

AV Concluding applications.

A Whoisresponsiblefor Israel’sfailures? God or the Jews?

1
2.

Romans 9:6-29 explains how anyone is saved: The sovereign electing mercy of God.
Romans 9:30-33 explainswhy people arelost. Man isresponsible for all sin and
unbelief. Acts17:30Js. 1:13

3. Beware of forsaking Scripturefor atheological system.
4.

Paul does not pursue a philosophical resolution explaining how Sover eignty and
human responsibility correlate as complementsrather than contradicting.

B. Many today arelikethosein Israel. | Co. 1:23 Ga. 5:11 I sa. 53:2-3

Discussion Questions for Family Wor ship

1. Why has|srael failed from the Divine side?

2. Why has|srael failed from the human side?

3. How did Hosea predict the salvation of the Gentiles? v. 25-26

4. How did Isaiah predict what would happen among the Jews? v. 27-29
5. How arethe Gentilesan illustration of God’s sovereign grace? v. 30
6. Why arethe Jewsfailing to gain God’srighteousness?

7. Why did the Jewsreject Christ?

8. What isthe consequence of their failure?

9. Who isresponsiblefor Israel’sfailure?

10. How do people today stumble over Christ?



