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I ntroduction: Why do some people believe the gospel while othersreject it. | Co. 4:7

IlI. TheWord of God hasnot failed. v. 6

A. Why would someone think the Word might have failed? v. 6av. 4-53:3

B. God’spromisewas never meant to berealized in the entire nation, but only in the
true (elect) Israel within Israel. v. 6b 2:28-29 Jer. 18:5-10
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2.
3.
4,
5. Thedifference between the saved and thelost restsin God’s electing pur pose.

The promises are fulfilled with the remnant who are born of God and have faith.
4:12-13 11:5-6 Gen. 15:6 John 1:13,47 Ga. 4:29 6:16 Phil. 3:3 Lu. 19:9

Israel’s unbelief isconsistent with God’s purpose. 11:11

The Word of God cannot fail. 1t always accomplishesall of the purpose for
which God hassent it. Isa. 55:111 Pe. 1:23 Acts13:48

All failureisattributable to sinful mankind, not God.

C. Istherean elect (invisible) church within the visible “church”?

The example of | saac provesthat mer e physical descent does not make one a child of

God. v.7-9

A. TheJewsregarded themselves as heirs of the kingdom because of their physical
descent from Abraham. John 8:33,39f

B. Paul provesthat being Abraham’s physical offspring isnot enough.
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2.

4.

5.

Not all of Abraham’s descendantsare hisspiritual children. v. 7 Ge. 16:15 25:1-4
Isaac is chosen by God to bethe heir of God’s promisesto Abraham. v. 8
a. Ishmael wasthe child of theflesh. Ge. 17:18
b. Isaacisconceived according to God’s promise and by His power. 4:16-21

Ge. 17:1918:10-14 Ga. 4:23f
c. Both enjoyed physical blessings. Gen. 17:2021:13
d. But only Isaacisthespiritual heir. Ge. 17:21
Thebirth (and call) of I1saac, the child of promise, isa picture of our miraculous
spiritual birth. Jo. 1:13 Ga. 1:15-16 Je. 1:1-5
As God regjected | shmael, notwithstanding his natural descent from Abraham, so He
may reject the Jews, although they also had Abraham as a father (Hodge).
Thereremains aremnant who enjoy both national and spiritual privilege. 11:5

God’s choice of Jacob further demonstrates sovereign electing grace. v. 11-13

A. Why isanother examplerequired?
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2.

The choice of I saac demonstrates that God’s distinguishing grace continuesto
oper ate among Abraham’s offspring according to the flesh.

Some might say that | saac was chosen because he was born of Abraham’swife
Sarah, while Ishmael was born of the slave woman Hagar .

B. Inthiscasethereisnohuman or natural reason to choose Jacob over Esau.

1

Both wereborn in answer to prayer. Gen. 25:21

2. They both have the same father, mother, and birthday.
3.
4. Thechoice of theyounger twin to bethe heir goes against human expectation.

The choice was not based upon their deeds (works).



C. Thesolebasisof election isin the sovereign gracious purpose of God. 8:28-30.

1
2.
3.

God’s choice was made befor e they were born: pre-natal love.
God’s choice had nothing to do with their merit (seen or foreseen). Deut. 7:6-8
God callsthose whom He has chosen to Himself. v. 11d 8:28-30 9:24

D. God’spurpose stands! Nothing can thwart Him. v. 11, 6 8:28 Eph. 1:11 Ps. 115:3

1
2.

God continues to make distinctions among Abraham’s physical offspring.
The unbelief of the majority of Israel isaccording to His sovereign purpose.

V. Questions concerning election.  11:33-36 | sa. 55:8-9

A.

Is Paul speaking of the election of nationsor of individuals?
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2.

3.

4.

5.

Sometry to overcomethe doctrine of divine election by claiming Paul refers not
to God’s choice of particular persons, but rather of peoples.

It istruethat Israel was chosen for national privilege and blessing. Mal. 1:2-3
Deut. 4:37 7:7-8 10:15 14:2 | Ki. 3:8 Ps. 33:12 105:6 Amos 3:2 1sa. 41:8-9

But certain individuals are chosen for personal spiritual blessing. v. 8 8:33 11:5
Eph. 1:4-6,111 Ti. 2:1011 Ti. 1:91 Pe. 1:1 2.9 .

Limiting Paul’s statement to national election doesn’t solve any problem.

Nations consist of individuals who ar e affected by God’s distinguishing grace.
Paul’s entire purpose here isto explain how most individualswho arein the elect
nation do not believe God’s Word. God’s election of individualsis hisanswer. v. 6

Doesn’t God just look ahead to see who will choose Him of their own free will?
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2.

3.

4.

If left to our selves none would choose God. 8:7-8 3:10-11 11 Ti. 1:91 Co. 2:14

If thisweretrue, man would be sovereign over the success of God’s plan and
God’spurposeto save all would be afailure. v. 6a

Paul makesit clear that God’s choice has nothing to do with our merit, but is
solely according to His sovereign purpose. 8:7-8 Heb. 11:6 Eph. 2:8-9 Acts 13:48
Thereisno power which can frustrate God’s pur pose. 8:28-30 Eph. 1:11

Ps. 33:11 115:3 Pr. 19:21

Does God show favoritism? v. 14-15

How can God say that He hatesEsau? v. 13 Mal. 1:2f Ps. 5:5
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akrown

Thisisan expression of God’s choice/preference of one man over the other.

Gen. 29:30-33 L u. 14:26 John 12:25

IsPaul merely saying that God loved Esau less? Mal. 1:.3-4 Isa. 34:5

Nor is God saying that he merely hatesEsau’ssin. Ps. 5.5

God hasgood reason to hate Esau. 5:12 Ge. 25:29 Ps. 137:7 5.5 Je. 49:7f He. 12:16
What we should ask and wonder is, “How could God love a scoundrel like Jacob.”

I s Paul teaching “double-predestination”: both election and reprobation?
God’s sovereign election involves a r g ection aswell as a choosing.
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2.

Election is according to God’s gracious choice. He has elected some who deserve
wrath to receive life.

Reprobation leaves men to choose for themselves. God in Hisjustice allows others
to continuein their sin and to recelvethe wrath they deserve. 9:13,17-18 Jo. 10:26
12:38-3917:12 Jude 4 1 Pe. 2:7-8



VI. Concluding Applications.
A. God’sWord does not fail. Hiswill isultimatein salvation. 9:16
B. Belief in election does not nullify what the Bible says about human responsibility.
1. Paul still yearned for and worked for the salvation of the unconverted. 9:1-5
[l Tim. 2:9-10
2. Paul still proclaimsjustification isby faith alonein Christ alone. 3:21-4:25f 10:13
C. Don’t be surprised if you can’t fully grasp thisdoctrine. 11:33-36 Deut. 29:29
D. Thepractical implications of thistruth.
Man ishumbled. | Co. 1:26-31 4:7
God aloneisexalted and glorified. Rev. 5:12f
Salvation is secure because it rests upon God’swill and power, not ours.
The Bible (and life) make sense.
We are motivated to serve and evangelize. Acts 18:9-10
ou can settle the matter of your election today. . 11 Co. 13:511 Pe. 1:10
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E.

Discussion questions for family wor ship

1. Why might someone think God’sWord hasfailed in the case of Israel? v. 6a

2. What is Paul’s answer to thisquestion? v. 6b

3. Has God’sWord failed in our day because so many peopleremain lost? Why or why not?
4. What isthe difference between physical |srael and spiritual Israel?

5. How does God’s choice of I saac prove Paul’s point? v. 6-9

6. What isthe essential difference between | saac and Ishmael?

7. Why does Paul use a second example: Jacob and Esau? v. 10-13

8. How does the example of Jacob and Esau illustrate the natur e of divine election?
9. In what sense does God “hate” Esau?

10. Why isit fair for God to show favoritism?

11. What are some practical applications of the doctrine of election?




