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I. Introduction and review.

I1. Nothing can separate you from the love of Christ! v. 35-37

A. Christ lovesyou with a perfect, infinite, and unchanging love. v. 35a
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Hislovefor you isbeyond measure. Eph. 3:17-19 John 15:13

He hasloved you by giving Himself asa sacrificefor your sin. Eph. 5:25-27
Nothing can stop Jesus from loving you. He will not abandon Hisbride! Mt. 19:6
Your security isnot in your lovefor Christ, but in Hislovefor you. 1Jo. 4:10,17-19

B. Hislovewill sustain you through every threat. v. 35b
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Tribulation. 5:312:1211 Co. 4:17 John 16:33 Mt. 13:21

Distress. |1 Co. 6:412:10

Persecution. Mt. 5:10-12 13:21 Acts8:111 Co. 12:1011 Th. 1:4 He. 13:3 L u. 21:16f
Famine. Mt. 24:7 11 Co. 11:27 Rev. 6:8

Nakedness (extreme poverty). |l Co. 11:27 Rev. 3:18 Mt. 25:36

Peril. 11 Co. 11:26

Sword (death). Acts12:2 Heb. 11:36-40

hrist’s love does not exempt you from trouble. v. 36 Ps. 44:22 Jo. 16:33a Acts 5:41
. God’s people have always suffered. Phil. 1:29 11 Ti. 3:12 Acts 14:22 | Pe. 4:12-13

Paul knew of what hespoke. 11 Co. 11:23-2912:106:4-5 | Co. 4:10-13

. TheChristiansin Rome would face terrible suffering.
. You may feel tempted to think God has abandoned you. Mt. 27:43,46
. These hardshipswill never succeed in separating you from Christ’slove.

They will actually draw you closer to Him.
Are American Christians prepared to suffer?

D. Wearemorethan conquerors(Nike). v. 37 John 16:33 1 Co. 3:21-2311 Co. 4:17
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The gpiritual realty goes against every earthly appearance. |1 Ki. 6:15-17

Eph. 6:121 Co. 1:26-29

In what sense do we conquer? 5:3-5Rev. 2:7,111 Jo. 5:4

a. Sufferingbringsuscloser to God. 11 Co.12:9-10Ps. 119:71

b. God turnsHisenemiesinto His servants. Acts9

c. God worksthrough hardship to expand the gospel. Phil. 1:12f

d. God will deal with our enemiesin theend. 16:2011 Th. 1:6,9

Weonly gain thevictory through Christ, Who loved us. Rev. 12:11-12 Gal. 2:20
Phil. 4:13

[11.Nothing shall separate us from the love of God which isin Christ. v. 38-39

A. Not any mode of human existence: Neither death nor life. 14:8-9
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Death isthe ultimate separ ation.

a. All facethisenemy. | Co. 15:22,26 Heb. 9:27.

b. Christ hasovercomedeath. John 11:25-26 | Co. 15:26,55-57 Job
c. Our Shepherd leads usthrough the valley of death. Ps. 23:4 116:15
d. For the believer death isgain. Phil. 1:21-23 11 Co. 5:8
Lifethreatensuswith itsallurements, dangers, and trials. 1 Jo. 2:15-17




B. Not any spiritual force: Nor angels nor principalities. Mt. 16:18
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I s Paul also speaking of good angels here? Gal. 1.8

Christ hastriumphed over all. | Pe. 3:22 Eph. 1:21f Cal. 2:15 Mt. 25:41 Jude 1:6
Il Pe. 2.4
You need not fear any spiritual forces. Eph. 6:121 Pe. 5:8-9Js. 4:7

C. Nothing at any time: Nor things present nor things to come.
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Present threats. Mt. 6:34 10:30
Futureuncertainties. Mt. 6:25f
Christ islord of the present and the future. 8:28 Heb. 13:8

D. Nothingin space: Nor height nor depth. Ps. 139:7-12 |sa. 7:11 Phil. 2:9-11

E. Nor powers (angelic or human). Eph. 1:216:12. Pr. 21:5 Ps. 2:1-6

F. Nor any other created thing.
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In case you think heleft anything out, Paul catches everything else here.

Can we separate our selves from God’slovein Christ? | John 4:19 Jo. 10:27-29
How do we explain those who appear to fall away? Mt. 7:2313:21 | John. 2:19
Your sinful will isnot strong enough to separate you from God’slove

IV. Concluding applications.

A. Areyou fully persuaded that you ar e saved?
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Paul isfully persuaded. v. 38a about us (not just himself).

His confidence is based, not on our lovefor Christ, but Christ’slovefor us.
God’slovefor uswill sustain our love. | John 4:17-19 Phil. 1:6 11 Ti. 1:12 2:13
| Th.5:241 Co. 1:8| Pe. 1:3-5 Eph. 3:14-21

B. When you realize your secure position in Christ, you will be asbold asalion

C. Itisonlyin Christ that you can know thelove of God. Eph. 1:6-7 Il Ti. 1:9 Jo. 14:6

Discussion Questions for Family Wor ship

1. How can you know Christ lovesyou?

2. How does Christ’slove sustain you through tribulation, distress, per secution, famine,
nakedness, peril, and sword?

3. Should you expect to suffer?

4. Do you think most American Christians are prepared to suffer?

5. In what sense ar e we super -conquer or s?

6. Why can’t death separate you from the love of Christ?

7. How can you be confident that nothing in the future will under mine your faith?

8. Isit possiblefor you to separate your self from God’slove? Why or why not?



