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| ntr oduction and review.

God is sovereign over all things.

A. Godisin charge!

How should thisverse betranslated? |sthe subject All things or God?

Either way the meaning isthe same. Thingsdo not work together on their own.
Everything detail of history isaccording to God’s perfect plan. Eph. 1:11

God issovereign over the choices and acts of all people. Pr. 21:1

Nothing can thwart God’s sovereign will. Ps. 115:3 Isa. 46:9-11

Everything that happens has meaning and pur pose.
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God issovereign over evil. 1sa. 45:6b-7

1. God allows suffering for Hispurpose. 8:18 Ex. 4:11 Deut. 32:39 Job 2:3,10
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. Even evildoersareunder God’s sovereign control. Acts 2:23 4:27-28

. God Himself does not do evil, but He sovereignly works out His purpose through
their sinful acts. Gen. 50:20

Thisishard to understand, but the alternativeisharder. Deut. 29:29

If Satan, or evildoers, or even we are ableto act against God’s will, thwarting
His purposes, we have no comfort or security.
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God orchestrates everything for our good.

A. God worksall thingstogether in a conspiracy of goodness.
1. God takeseventswhich seem to be random and chaotic, and bringsthem into
perfect harmony with His good pur poses.
2. Nothing can do usharm, in the ultimate sense.

B. Paul isnot saying:
1. That all thingsareintrinsically good in and of themselves.
2. That all thingsaregood by our definition of “good”. 8:17,18,35
3. That we will immediately under stand the good God is doing through suffering.

C. Thechief good towardswhich all thingswork together is God’s pur pose, which is
that we be conformed to Christ and glorified with Him. 8:18,29

God works all things together for good only for His chosen people who love Him

A. Thepromise of Romans 8:28 isnot for everyone! 2:9 Ps. 37:20,38
The unbeliever gains nothing from suffering, unlessit leadsto his conversion.

B. Thispromiseisexclusively for those who love God.
1. Thisisemphaticin the Greek text.
2. How can you know you love God? Mt. 22:37
a. You desirecommunion with Him. Ps. 42
b. You lovethethings God loves and hate what God hates. Ps. 119:72,97 69:9
c. You lovethe people God loves. | Jo. 3:14 4:7-8 5:1-2
d. Youdesiretoobey Him. John 14:15
e. Youyearnfor Christ’sreturn. Il Ti. 4:8
f. You love God not just when things seem good, but even while suffering.
T

3. Thosewholove God arerichly blessed. | Co. 2:9 8:3 Ex. 20:5-6 Dt. 7:90 Neh. 1.5



C. Thosewhom God loves have been effectually called by Him. 1:6-7 | John 4:19
1. Paul describes God’s people from both the human side and the divine.
a. Weknow we are called of God because welove God. 11 Pe. 1:10
b. Weonly love God because we are called by God.
2. Wehavebeen irresistibly drawn by God. v.309:11,24 11 Ti. 1:911 Th. 2:13-14
3. Thepurposetowardswhich God has called us cannot be thwarted! v. 29-30 9:11

V. Romans 8:28 appliesto the hard cases.

A. Romans 8:28 needs to be understood in its context.
1. Look ahead to thefuture: Your ultimate hopeistheglory to come. 8:18
2. God isactivein the present: He has a good purpose in your suffering. 8:28
3. God hasloved you from eternity past and He will complete His perfect purpose
inyour life. v.29-30. 8:31-39
4. Ultimately you must submit to Hisgood and sovereign purpose. |sa. 55:8-9 64:8

B. Examplesof God’sgood work in suffering.

1. You may suffer sothat your character will berefined. 5:3-5 | Pe. 1:7 He. 12:6-8
Ps. 119:71,67,75 11 Co. 12:6f 1:9 Job. 23:10 Zech. 13:8-9 Deut. 8:15-16 Js. 1: 2f

2. You may suffer sothat God’s people may be encouraged by your example.

3. You may suffer in order that othersmight be saved. Gen. 50:20 Mark 10:45

4. God may be accomplishing some good thing which you may not yet recognize.
Gen. 42:36 46:30 48:15 Acts8:1,4

5. You may suffer smply that God might be glorified. Job 1:21 Acts5:41 Heb. 11

C. How can God work for our good, in spite of our own sin?
1. You areresponsiblefor your sin and may suffer temporal consequences.
2. Even then God worksfor good in hissaints. Psalm 32,51 John 21:15f

VI.  Concluding applications.
A. Romans 8:28 should transform your life!
1. Belief in God’s absolute sover eignty and goodnessis essential to having hopein
this dangerousworld of suffering.
2. Thistruth will enable you to overcome anger and bitternessin relation to other
people. You can forgive because God is at work.
3. Thistruth will help you to overcome fear, worry, and depression. Mt. 6:25-34
4. Thistruth will teach you to givethanksin all things. |1 Th. 5:18
B. Thesepromisesareonly yoursif you belongto Christ. 10:9-13

Discussion questions for family wor ship.

1. How do we know all thingswork together for our good?

2. What particular things does God control?

3. How can God work through evil thingsfor good? Can you think of examples?

4. What isthe good towar ds which all thingswork? How do people misunder stand this?

5. For whom does God work all thingstogether for good?

6. How can you know you are called by God?

7. How does the context of Romans 8:28 help usto under stand how God can use even our
suffering for good?

8. What are some good things God does through our suffering?
Can you think of a personal example?

9. How is God ableto use even our sin for good? Doesthis mean we should sin?

10. How does Romans 8:28 help you to overcome fear, worry, and depression?




