Groaning for Glory (Part 1). Romans 8:18-22 8/25/02 #31

I. Introduction: Your glory in thelast day will far outweigh your present suffering. v. 18

A. Though we are sons of God, we suffer in the present age. v. 17b-18a 7:18,24 9:19-22
John 15:18 Luke 6:22 11 Ti. 3:12 (per secution, the flesh, the fallen creation)

B. Theglory of our futureinheritance far surpassesour present tribulations. v. 18
1. Paul knew much about suffering (and glory). Il Co. 11:23-28 12:4 Acts 9:16
2. Our futureglory infinitely transcends present hardships. |11 Co. 4:17 | Pe. 4:13
3. Our truenature as God’s children will berevealed. Col. 3:3-4 | Jo. 3:21 Pe. 1:5
4. Thepractical use of eschatology (the doctrine of future things/prophecy): hope.
Heb. 11:10,13-16 12:2

C. Therest of thissection elaborates on our hope: A threefold groaning for glory.
1. Thecreation groans, awaiting our revelation in thelast day. v. 19-22
2. Wegroan aswe eagerly await our final redemption. v. 23-25
3. TheHoly Spirit groansasHeintercedesfor usin prayer. v. 26-27.

1. A Christian view of the Cosmos. v. 19

A. How doesthe unbelieving world view the cosmos (our environment)?

1. Thepast:
a. Thecosmosis self existent and has evolved by chance.
b. Humankind issimply an advanced animal which is part of the cosmos.
c. Thecosmosisneither good nor bod. It simply is.

2. Thepresent:
a. Theworld isinitsnatural and normal state.
b. Lifeisevolving and advancing.
c. What problemsthere arewith the environment are man’s fault.

3. Thefuture:
a. Thecosmosisrunning down.
b. Oneday earth aswe know it will end: asteroid, ice age, solar event, etc.
c. Secularism offersno hope or meaning.

B. TheChristian view of the cosmos.
1. Thepast:
a. God created the cosmoswith beauty and order. Genesis1 It
b. Man was given dominion over theworld. Gen. 1:26-28 Ps. 8:5-8
c. Becauseof man’sfall theworld isunder God’scurse. Gen. 3:17-19
2. Thepresent:
a. Theworldisin an unnatural (fallen) state.
b. Thecosmos, while still reflecting much of itsoriginal glory (1:20 Ps. 19:1f), is
in a state of decay and disorder because of the curse.
c. Theproblemswith our environment are because of God’s judgment on
man’s sin, and because of mankind’s poor stewardship of creation.
3. Thefuture.
a. Oneday the earth asweknow it will end.
b. Thecosmoswill berenewed and glorified.
c. The Scriptures offer usa most blessed hope!




[I1.  Thecreation groansasit awaitsour glory. v. 19-22

A. Whoisanxiously waiting and groaning? Ps. 96:12 98:8 | s. 35:1 55:12 Lu. 19:40

B. Why isthe creation groaning? It isunder God’scurse. v. 20-21a
1. Creation’sfateisbound up with ours. 5:12 Gen. 3:17f
2. Who subjected the creation to futility (vanity)?
3. Naturenow bearsthe unnatural marksof corruption. Jer. 12:4 1s. 24:6f Ecc. 1:2
4. Thecreation isfrustrated becauseit fallsfar short of what it isintended to be.
5. Yet in spiteof futility and corruption, thereishope of renewal! 16:20 Gen. 3:15

C. Thecreation will beliberated and glorified when we are glorified. v. 21
1. Our revelation will signal therenewal of the creation. |11 Pe. 3:10-13 Mt. 24:35
2. God’sredemption of the fallen world would not be complete without a perfected
creation: the new heavens and the new earth. 16:20

D. What will that new earth belike? Rev. 21:1-5,10-27 22:3-5 11 Pe. 3:13 I sa. 11:6f
35:1f 65:25 Acts 3:19-21  Beware of excessive speculation.
1. Every effect of the cursewill beremoved. Rev. 22:3 1sa. 11:6-9 35:1-10
2. Therewill beanew creation of great glory. Isa. 65:17 66:22 11 Pe. 3:13 Eph. 1:10
3. God will receive the praise which isHisdue for His glorious creation.
4. |sPaul speaking here of a millennial kingdom?

E. At thepresent timethe creation groans and suffersthe pains of childbirth asit
awaitsthe day of the revealing of the sons of God. v. 22 Mark 13:8 John 16:21-22
1. Why isthetravail of childbirth such an appropriateillustration here?
Gen. 3:15-16 Isa. 66:7-9 26:17-19 Rev. 12:1-2 Micah 4:9-10 Mt. 24:8
2. Thecreation groansand travails.
a. Because of the present futility and corruption.
b. Becauseit yearnsfor thegloriesto come.
3. Thepresent travails are reminders of the good which isto come.
4. God will hear these groans and will answer. Acts7:34

IV.  Concluding Applications.

God alone can and will renew the creation to make it worthy of Himself.
Christians are the key to saving the environment.

If theirrational creation longsfor that day, how much more should we! He. 9:28
Ga. 5:5 Phil. 3:20 Mt. 13:43

For some the pains of the new creation will bethe painsof death. Isa. 13:81 Th. 5:3
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Discussion Questions for Family Wor ship

1. Why muststhe children of God suffer? v. 18

2. How does eschatology (Bible teaching about the end times) help usto endure suffering?

3. What arethe 3 “groans” in ver ses 19-27

4. What isthe difference between the way a Christian and a secular humanist view the
past, present and future of the univer se?

5. Why does the creation yearn for therevelation of the sons of God?

6. How hasthe curse affected the creation?

7. When God cursed the world what hope did He offer?

8. Why must the creation be restored?

9. What will the new heavens and the new earth be like?

10. Why arethetravails of childbirth a good picture of the present state of creation?

11. Why are Christiansthe key to saving the earth?




