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I. Introduction and Review.

A. Deathreigns. v. 12-14a
B. Christislike Adam. v. 14b
C. Christisnot like Adam. v 15-21 | Co. 15:21-22

Il. Christ has gained morefor you than Adam lost. v. 15-17

A. Christ’sgracious gift excels Adam’s transgression. v. 15
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Adam did us harm by willfully deviating from God’s path, resulting in death for

the many herepresented.

Jesus did us good by perfectly followed the Father’swill resulting in the gracious

gift of lifefor the many herepresented. 11 Co. 8:9 Acts15:11

Christ did us more good than Adam did harm.

a. What would happen if we were made like Adam wasin Genesis 2?.

b. Weenjoy a status and a security before God abundantly better than Adam
knew beforethefall. 8:29-39

Wereceive the benefits procured by Christ asa freeand gracious gift. Ti. 3:5

The ultimate purpose of God isnot judgment, but the display of the glory of His

grace (Piper).

B. Christ’sgift of justification sur passes the condemnation from Adam. v. 16
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God’sjudgment of Adam’sone sin resultsin condemnation to all. v. 16a, 12

God’sgraciousgift in Christ resultsin justification, in spite of our many sins.

Theevil from which Christ savesusisfar greater than that which Adam has

brought upon us.

a. What if Christ had only died for the one sin of Adam?

b. Christ’swork covers Adam’ssin plus the multitude of transgressions which
followed. v. 16

Praise God for Hisgrace!

C. Christ has elevated those who were under the tyranny of death toreign in life. v. 17
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Because of Adam’s transgression death reigns.
Through Christ wereignin life. 8:17 Rev. 3:21 1:611 Ti. 2:12
Thereign of lifeisfor those who receive God’s gift of righteousness. Jo. 1:12 3:16

[11. Christ bringsjustification in the same way Adam brought condemnation. v. 18-19

A. Two representatives, two acts, and two results, for two peoples. v. 18
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Paul finally completes the comparison he began in verse 12.

Adam’sone act of transgression resulted in condemnation to all who are
connected with him.

Jesus Christ’s one righteous act (obedience) resulted in justification of lifefor all
who are connected with Him.

B. What isthe oneact of Christ by which we arejustified?
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The atonement itself? 3:24-26

The obedience of He entirelife. Mt. 3:15 Jo. 4:34 5:30 6:38 10:17-18 Mt. 26:39
a. Activeobediencetothelaw. Ga. 4:4

b. Passive obedience on thecross. Phil. 2:7-8



C. Inwhat sense are we made sinners and made righteous by our representatives? v. 19
1. Paul isnot speaking of an inward moral change.
2. Heisspeaking of a declarative act of God (imputation). 4:53:26 11 Co. 5:21
3. Wearejustified on the ground of the imputed righteousness of Christ just aswe
wer e condemned on the ground of theimputed sin of Adam.

D. Did Adam and Christ represent the exact same people (all, many)? | Co. 15:22

1. Someclaim thistext teaches universalism: that all will be saved and none lost.

2. Paul cannot be teaching universalism.
a. Thebenefit of Christ’swork isenjoyed by those who receive Hisgrace. v. 17
b. Only those who believe arejustified. 5:1 3:28 4:3f Acts 13:39
c. Thosewho do not believe will be condemned. 2:5,8,12 11 Th. 1:9 Jo. 3:18
d. Theword “all” is often used with qualification. Acts2:17 19:10 Jo. 3:26 12:32

3. AsAdam has brought condemnation and death to all herepresented, Christ has
brought justification and lifeto all herepresented. 8:32 MKk. 10:45

4. Christ hasaccomplished justification for His peoplein particular. Is. 53:11

5. Christ hassaved not merely a few, but many. Isa. 53:11 Rev. 7:9

IV. Through Christ grace aboundsand reigns. v. 20-21

A. Gracedoeswhat thelaw could not do. v. 20
1. TheJewish reader objects.: Where doesthe M osaic law fit into God’s plan?
2. Thelaw wasnever designed to remedy the problem of sin. 3:20
3. Actually thelaw produced an increasein sin. Ga. 3:19
a. Thewritten standard makesusmoreawareof sin. v. 13-14 3:204:15 7.7
b. Theknowledge of God’s holy standard provokes our depravity. 7:5,8
4. Thelaw was given so that grace might be manifest and magnified. 3:20b
5. God’ssuper-abounding graceisgreater than all our sin. v. 20b

B. Sin’styranny of death has been overcome by thereign of gracein Christ. v. 21

1. Sinispowerful, exercising total control over its subjects. 6:17a 8:6-8 Eph. 2: 1f
| Co.2:1411 Co. 4:3-4
Sin isdestructive, bringing untold misery upon humanity.
Graceispowerful, setting usfree from sin’sdominion. 6:17b Eph. 2:4-5
Graceisbeneficial, giving usinnumerable blessings. 6:4 1 Co. 15:54f Phil. 1.21
Graceisrighteous, operating through the work of our Jesus Christ. 3:24-26
Thereign of gracethrough Christ iseverlasting and invincible. 8:31f Re. 11:15
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V. Concluding applications.

Discussion questions for family wor ship
1. How isChrist like Adam? v. 14c
2. How isChrist unlike Adam? v. 15-17
3. In what ways did Jesus gain morefor usthan Adam lost?
4. What one act did Christ doto make usright with God? v. 18
5. What does “justification mean”?
6. What does “imputation” mean?
What arethethree great imputationstaught in the Bible?
7. In what sense are we made sinnersby Adam? v. 19
8. In what sense are we made righteous by Christ?v. 19
9. Do Adam and Christ represent exactly the same group of people?
10. Why wasthe law given? v. 20
11. How does grace set usfreefrom thetyranny of sin? v. 21




