L earning from King David’s Backdiding 1l Sam. 11-12 12/29/02

I. Introduction.

II. How can a godly person backdide?

A. Thereareno moreworldsto conquer. Il Sam. 1-4, 6, 8, 10
B. Limitationsarefaced for thefirst time. Il Sam. 7
C. Lethargy setsin. 1l Sam. 11:1

D. ldlenessand boredom lead to sinful diversions. 11 Sam. 11:2

David’s mid-lifefailure continuesto berepeated in the lives of many people today.

A. They have achieved successin their life’swork.

B. They havereached a plateau and dreams have died.
C. Boredom and laziness set in.

D. They seek sinful diversions.

V. What arethe spiritual causes of backdiding?

A. Sin proceedsfrom theheart. Mark 7:21-23 Ps. 51:10,12

B. Ingratitude. |l Sam. 12:7-8

C. Undervaluing thethingsof God. 11 Sam. 12:9-10 Gen. 25:9 Rev. 2:4 Jer. 17:5-8

D. ldolatry. Isa. 55:1-2
1. Peopleturntoidolsto bring the satisfaction only God gives. Isa. 55:1-2
2. Thebackslider needsto realize his problem isnot that theworld is passing him
by, but rather that heisnot valuing God and finding fulfillment in Him.

V. How can you overcome (or avoid) backdliding?

A. Beonyour guard. | Ti.4:16 Acts20:28 Pr. 4:23
1. Don’t think that it can’t happen toyou. | Cor. 10:12
2. Neglect of the small things can lead to a big disaster. James1:15
3. Itispossiblefor aspiritual leader (or any other Christian) to carry on hisduties
with apparent success while harboring secret sin.
4. Remember the consequences of your fall. [l Sam. 12:10-15 Pr. 7:22

B. Seek help. Don’t wait for Nathan to show up on your door step!
1. Makeyoursef accountable.
2. Ifyouarelivingalie comeclean. Js. 5:16 Ps. 32:1-551:17
3. Watch out for oneanother. Ga. 6:1-2 Pr. 27.6



C. Remain faithful to your present calling.
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Continueto cultivate the gifts and opportunities God has given you, whatever
your vocation may be. 11 Ti. 1:6 Col. 3:23

Accept each phase of lifeis God’s plan for you. Ecc. 3:1,11 Ti. 2:3f

Make good use of thetime God has given you. Heisnot donewith you yet.
Psalm 90:12,17 Pr. 20:29

Be determined to finish well. 1 Cor. 9:2711 Ti. 4:6-8

D. Find your joy in the LORD.

NogcwDdNE

Put off the false hope of satisfaction or blissfrom earthly things. Isa. 55:2
Cultivatealiving relationship with God.

Be thankful for God’s past faithfulnessto you.

L earn the secret of being content in the present. Phil. 4:11f

Keep aredemptive focus.

Livein light of thefuture. | John 3:2-3 11 Pet. 3:11 |1 Cor. 4:17-18 Rom. 8:18
Your legacy isin heaven. Mt. 6:19-21

VI.  Concluding application.

Discussion Questions for Family Wor ship

1. What circumstancesin King David’slife may have led up to hisfall into sin?
2. How do men and women today face the same temptations?

3. What arethe spiritual causes of David’s spiritual fall?

4. How can idolatry lead to backdliding?

5. Why does everyone need to be on guard against imitating David’s sin?

6. What should you do in order to prevent backsliding?

7. How can we help each other?

8. What should you do if you sense you are backdiding?

9. How can you have a joy which iscompletely secure?



