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Introduction and review: Isantichrist in the world today?

Il. You areliving in thelast hour of antichrist. v. 18

A. How can John say it isthelast hour? 2:8,17

1. Did John mistakenly believe Jesuswould return during hislife? Acts1:7 Mt. 24:36
2. Inthegrand scheme of God’s plan, the old age has ended and the final age has
begun with the coming of Christ. Acts2:17 Heb. 1:1-29:26 | Co.10:11 | Pe. 1:20
Gen. 49:1 Num. 24:14 1sa. 2:2 Mic. 4:1 Joel 2:28 Jer. 23:20 30:24 Ezek. 38:16
3. The presence of active opposition (antichrists) isone feature of thisage. Mt. 24:5,24
4. When thisage ends, the kingdom of God will comein all itsfullnessand glory.
5. Why thedelay? |l Pe. 3:8-9 Mt. 24:42f

. 'You have been told THE Antichrist is coming.

1. WhileJohn isthefirst to usetheterm “antichrist”, the concept of the final personal
incarnation of evil opposition to God istaught throughout Scripture. Ezek. 38-39
Dan. 7:1f 9:3112:11 11 Th. 2:3f Rev. 12-13

2. What doesthe name Antichrist signify? Preposition anti: 2 meanings. Both!

a. Heisopposed to (againgt) Christ. 11 Th. 2:3-4 Rev. 13:15 12:17
b. Heisacounterfeit (instead of) Christ. Mt. 24:24 Rev. 13:13

. Many antichrists have already appeared! Mark 13:6,22 Acts 20:29-30

1. Thespirit of antichrist isnow activein those who mislead professing believers.

2. You had been warned that thiswould happen. Acts 20:29-30

3. Ther crucial error isin misrepresenting the Person and Work of JesusChrist.  v.
22 11 John 1.7

4. Arethereantichristsin our day?

The antichrist(ians) have left the church. v. 19

. They went out from us. v. 19a Acts 20:29-31a

1. They had been part of the fellowship of believers (in an external sense).
2. Then they choseto abandon us. John 13:30 6:66f 16:21
3. Apostasy of professing believersisaddressed elsewhere. Mark 4:1-20 Heb. 6:4-8

. Their departure demonstratesthat they were never truly part of us.

1. John isnot teaching that these peoplelost their salvation.

2. Rather, in spite of outward appearances, they never truly had it. Mt. 7:21-23
John 13:10 6:70

3. Ther departure demonstratestheir true nature.

4. God hasdediberately exposed them asfrauds. Luke 12:2

5. Isthereany hopefor those who have departed in thisway. Heb. 6:6

. Thisverseteachesthe doctrine of the perseverance of the saints. Phil. 1.6

1. Theperseverance of the saintsis because of the preservation of God.

2. Because salvation is God’swork, atrue believer can never lose hisor her salvation.
John 6:37,44 10:27-28

3. Those whom God hastruly saved will perseverein faith and obedience. 2:3

4. Those who turn away from the faith were never truly saved.

5. Whileit isGod who preservesus, we have a duty to persevere. 2:24 Phil. 2:12-13
Il Co. 13:5 Heb. 3:12-14 Mt. 24:13



D. Thisverse also instructs us concerning the nature of the church.

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

Thereisaboth avisible and an invisible church.

Member ship in the visible church does not guarantee participation in the visible
church. Rom. 9:6

We will not be able to fully separate the wheat from thetaresin thisage. Mt. 13:24f
Il Ti.2:19

M embership (active participation) in the visible church isvery important.

Heb. 10:24-25 13:17

Departure from the visible church isa very serious matter.

E. Application:

1.

A healthy body expelsforeign objects.

2. Sometimes schism is part of God’s purpose.
3.
4

If your church hasabandoned Chrigt, it istime for you to find a faithful church.
If you arein a church which isaccurately proclaiming Christ and isfaithful to the

Word of God, hangin there!
5.

If you are outside of the church, you arein a precarious position. Heb. 10:24f 13:17

IV. You are Chrigians who know the truth. v. 20-21

A. John offers encouragement to hisreaders concerning their status

B. You have been anointed by the Holy Spirit. v. 20a
1. Thereisasdsignificant play on wordsin the Greek: in contrast to the anti-christs,

you arethe christened ones.

2. The Spirit indwells you and guides you according to the truth. John 14:17,26 15:26

16:13 11 Co. 1:21-22 Eph. 1

3. True knowledge comes, not by mere human intellect, but by theillumination of the

Holy Spirit. 1 Co. 2:13-14

C. You know thetruth and can discern error. v. 20b-21 John 8:32 Jer. 31:34
1. Thefalseteachers claimed to have a special anointing which gave them secret

knowledge.

2. Yet all of you arethe true anointed ones who have the knowledge of God in Christ.
3. You can recognize and stand up against theliesof the antichrists. Jo. 8:4411Th. 2:9
4. We who have the Spirit are wiser than the great scholarsof our age. Mt. 11:25-26

| Co. 2:12-15 Ps. 119:99

V. _Concluding applications.

Discussion guestions

1. In what sense does John mean it isthelast hour? v. 18a

2. Whoisthe Antichrist? When will he come? v. 18b

3. Who arethe antichrists? What characterizesthem? v. 18c

4. Why isdivison sometimes good and necessary for the church? v. 19

5. What does verse 19 teach about the doctrine of “ The Perseverance of the Saints’ ?
6. What does verse 19 teach about the nature of the church in this age?

7. Why is John confident hisreaderswill overcome the antichrists? v. 20-21

8. What isthe nature of the anointing? v. 20

9. How does John use a play on wordsin verse 20?

10. What antichristsarein theworld today?



