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I. Introduction: Areyou afraid?

Il. Wefacetheday of judgment with confidence. 4:17

A. Every human being will be judged by God. Hebrews 9:27
1. You will not bereincarnated.
2. You will not get a second chance.
3. You will not merely cease to exist.
4. Thosewho do not meet God’s standard will experience everlasting punishment.
Mt. 25:46 |1 Pe. 2:9
5. Thosewho arerighteouswill enjoy eternal lifein God’s presence.

B. Many object to the doctrine of God’ s judgment.

Some accuse us of being narrow and intolerant: “ Jesus and Jihad”

Their argument isnot with us, but with God. Mt 5:22 Mark 9:47-48 Deut. 32:35
Deep down every human being knows the day of judgment will come. Rom. 1:32
God would be unjust if hewereto allow sin to go unpunished.

Wher e people have a problem iswhen they are faced with the fact that their sins
aregreat and also deserve punishment.

6. Even believersmay struggle with the biblical teaching about God’sjudgment.
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C. Multitudesare not ready for the day of judgment.
1. Somedeny such a day will even take place.
2. Somethink the day of judgment isfar off.
3. Many sdf-righteoudy think they are good enough. 1:8,10 Mt. 7:13f Ro. 3:23, 10f

D. True Christians confidently await the Lord’sreturn.
1. Theground of our confidence has nothing to do with our merit. 1:9 Phil. 3:9
2. God’sjustice has been fully satisfied by Christ our substitute. 4:9-10 2:2 Ro. 8:1

E. Our confidenceisgrounded upon our relationship with God through Christ.
1. Weenjoy the samerelationship to God the Father asdoesthe Son. v. 17 Eph. 1:6
2. Because Hefirst loved us, we share Hisloving nature. 4:19,16 Jo. 15:9
3. Thereisno other way to berightly related to God. John 14:6 Acts4:12

F. You can be sureyou will bewith theLord in heaven. Phil. 1:21 11 Tim. 4:6-8
1. Somesay it isimpossible to be certain you will be saved in the day of judgment.
2. Becausewe arein Christ, we areready to face God. Heb. 2:15
3. Confidencein God’s holy presenceisthe mark of a mature believer. v. 17a3:21
5:14 2:28



1. Because we are united with God in love, we are free from fear. v. 18

A. Many peoplelivein fear.

B. Becausewearein aloving relationship with God, we do not fear.
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2. God’slovedrivesout our fear.

3.

4. Onceyou arefreed from fear of death and judgment, nothing should scare you!
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7.
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Fear and love cannot coexist.
Isn’t therea sensein which we areto fear God? Proverbs1:7 Heb. 12:28-29

Romans 8:15-17,31-32,38-39 Psalm 27:1-3 Mt. 10:28 Isa. 45:15 Heb. 13:5
Thisdoesn’t mean nothing bad happensto Christians.

Rather wetrust that God isin control and works out all thingsfor the good of
those who love Him. Rom. 8:28

He will never allow you to be tempted beyond what you can bear. | Cor. 10:13
The“worst” thing that can happen to you is ill gain. Phil. 1:21

C. If you are «ill living in fear, you need to know thelove of God. |1 Tim. 1:7

IV. Concluding applications. You can be free from fear.

Discussion guestions

1. What do you fear most?

2. Why do many peopleregject the biblical teaching about the judgment?

3. Why should we believe there will be a day of judgment?

4. How can you face the day of judgment with confidence?

5. What should you do if you still aren’t certain you will be with Jesusin heaven?
6. Why can’t fear and love coexist?

7. In what sense should we fear God and in what sense are we not afraid of Him?
8. Why shouldn’t you be afraid of anything?



