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I. Introduction and review

A. God wants Christiansto have assurancethat they aresaved. | John 5:13

B. Thesubject of assurance hasto be handled carefully.
1. Thereare somewho would give assuranceto all professing Christians, regardless
of their fruit (or lack thereof).
2. Somereact against thisfalse assurance by focusng so much on the fruit of love
and obedience, that they lose sight of God’sgraceto usin Christ.
3. Itisour desireto maintain a biblical balance.

1. Weknow we are united to God because He has given usthe Holy Spirit. v. 13

A. In what sense do we abidein God and God in us? v. 13a,15b,16b 2:24 3:24
John 15:1-11 14:20
1. Johnisnot talking about a material or spatial abiding.
2. Weenjoy intimate fellowship with God. 1:3
3. TheHoly Spirit actually and powerfully entersour lives. John 14:17 |1 Pe. 1.4

B. God hasgiven His Spirit to every believer. Ro. 8:91 Co. 12:13 Acts 2:38-39 Eph.
1:14

C. How can you know God has given you the Holy Spirit?
1. Thepossession of the Spirit isnot a feeling.
2. God promises His Spirit to all who believe. Acts 2:38-39
3. You know you have received the Holy Spirit because of Hiswork in your life.

D. How doesthe Holy Spirit assure you that you arein fellowship with God?
1. Hebearswitnessin your heart that God isyour Father. Rom. 8:15-16
2. Heconvincesyou of thetruth. | Co. 12:3 2:14 John 15:26-27 14:26 Rom. 8:14
3. Heconvictsyou of your sin. John 16:8
4. Heproducesfruit (including love!). 3:23-24 Gal. 5:22-23 Rom. 5:5

I11. Weknow we are united to God because we confessed Jesus, the Son of God. v. 14-15

A. Thetest of your fellowship with God isyour responseto the apostolic testimony. v. 14
1. Your salvation isthework of the Triune God.
a. TheFather, theauthor of salvation, has sent His Son. 4:9-10,14 Eph. 1:3-6
b. The Son has accomplished our salvation. 1:7 2:1-2 3:16 4:10,14 Eph. 1:7-12
c. The Spirit hasgiven uslifeand sight. 4:2,135:1
2. In what senseis Jesus Savior of theworld? v. 14b 2:2 John 3:16-17 1:29 Acts 5:31
a. Theworld, because of sin, needsa Savior! 1:8,10
b. Heisnot the Savior of every person without exception. 4:17 Mt. 25:31f
c. Heisthe Savior of everyone without distinction -- Jews and Gentiles. John 4:42
d. Heistheonly Savior theworld has. John 14:6 12:32 Acts4:12
e. Inlove, Hepaid theultimate price for a world which hatesHim. Ro. 5:8,10
f. Whoever turnsto Him will be saved. 4:15a John 6:37 Rom. 10:9-13
g. Becauseof Him the world will not perish.
h. HeisSavior, not merely an example, a helper, or an instructor. Ro. 3:10,23
J

3. Jesusistheunique Son of God. 4:15,9 John 1:1f Heb. 1.5



B. You have acknowledged Jesus asthe Son of God. v. 15

1. Of what kind of confession is John speaking?

2. John is probably speaking of a decisive initial public confession of faith.

3. What isthebiblical method for making a public profession of faith? Acts 2:37-42
8:12,36-38 9:18 10:47 16:30-33

4. What isthe significance of making a public profession of faith through baptism?
a. Baptism itsdlf doesnot saveyou. Eph. 2:8-9 Acts16:30-31
b. Baptism symbolically portraysyour union with Christ. Ro. 6:3-7 .
c. Your confession of faith through baptism builds your assurance.
d. Why would any true believer refuse to publicly confess Christ? Mt. 10:32-33

C. Your confession of Jesusrequires both the objective apostolic truth and the
subjective work of the Spirit.
1. Theapostles bear witnessto the historic gospel events. 1:1-311 Pe. 1:16 John 1:14
2. The Spirit enablesyou to recognize the truth of their testimony. Jo. 15:26-27 14:26
Acts5:32 16:14 Mt. 16:17 Gal. 4:4-6
3. If you have truly confessed Jesusisthe Son of God and Savior, you can be assured
you arein fellowship with God! | Co. 12:31:18 2:14

IV. Weknow we are united to God because we abidein Hislove. v. 16

A. Weknow and believe God lovesus. v. 16a
1. God wantsyou to be absolutely certain of Hislove for you. Isa. 49:15-16
2. How can we becertain? 4:10-11 Rom. 8:31-32,38-39
3. Real believersare sure of thereality of God’slove and rely upon it.

B. Asaresult, the principle of love controlsour lives. v. 16b Ro. 5:5
1. Since God islove, it follows that the person who livesin God, loves. v. 16b, 11-12
2. Welove both God and our brothers.
3. Thistransformation proveswe are united with God.

C. Theway to grow in love isto meditate upon the love of God for you. 4:19 Il Co. 5:14

V. Concluding applications.

A. God wantsHis peopleto be certain they are securely in relationship to Him.

B. How can you know?
1. Areyou concerned about spiritual things and have you a desireto have them?
2. Areyou aware of your sin? Ro. 7:18,24 John 16:8 Gal. 5:17
3. Have you confessed your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? 4:2 | Co. 2:8,10,14 12:3
4. Areyou aware of the fact that God isworking in you? Phil. 2:12-13 Gal. 5:22-23
5. Doyou lovethe brethren?

Discussion questions
1. What doesit mean for God to abidein usand usto abidein God?
2. How doesthe Holy Spirit assure uswe arein fellowship with God?
3. What doctrine must you believein order to have fellowship with God?
4. How does our confession of Christ assure uswe arein fellowship with God?
5. IsJohn speaking of a particular kind of confession?
6. In what senseis Jesusthe Savior of the world?
IsHethe Savior of all without exception, or of all without distinction?
7. How can you be sure of God’s love for you?
8. What istheinevitable effect of God’slove upon a believer?




