The Apostolic Proclamation of Christ. |1 John 1:1-4 1/25/04

I. Introduction to | John.

A.

B.

F.

Why arewe studying | John? 5:13

Background: Thisisnot atypical epistle.

1. Theauthor ismost likely the Apostle John, who wrote the fourth gospel. 4:14
2. Thisbook was probably written in the very latefirst century.

3. Theoriginal recipientswere probably in Asa Minor (Ephesus, Colossae, etc.).

Occasion: Don’t be led astray by those who have seceded from the church.
1. John writestoachurchincrisis. 2:18-19 4:4
2. Thereismuch speculation about the exact nature of the heresy John isrefuting.
3. Wecan draw some inferences by examining what John affirmsand denies. 4:1
a. They claim a deeper knowledge. 2:27
b. They deny Jesusisthe Christ. 2:22 4:35:5-6 || John 1:7
c. They claim obedience doesn’t matter. 1:8 2:3f 3:10
d. They areunloving and aloof. 2:13-14,204:8-91 Co. 8:1
4. John answers, not with a detailed critique of error, but rather through the
proclamation of truth.

Purpose.
1. John exhorts hisreadersto stand firm on the teachingsthey have received. 2:24
2. John longsto build up their joy and assurance. 1:3-4 5:13

. Structure.

1. Thereisnoclear progressive structure.

2. Rather John develops key themes over and over again: tests of spiritual life
a. Thedoctrinetest: belief in Jesusasthe Christ. 2:23 3:23 5:5,10
b. Themoral test: obedience to God’s commandments. 1:5-6 2:3f 3:5,9
c. Thesocial test: brotherly love. 4:7-8

We need John’s message!

1. Thebiblical doctrine of Christ isbeing undermined. 2:20-21 11 John 1:9
2. Many in Christendom also fail the moral and love tests.

3. Real Christians struggle concerning their personal assurance of faith.

IlI. Weproclaim the Word of lifeto you. v. 1-3a

A.

B.

John’s prologue introduces the main themes of his epistle.

John’sthemeistheWord of Life. v. 1c
The Person of Jesus Christ embodiesthe M essage of Life. 5:12, 20 John 1:4 8:12
6:35,484:10-1111:2514:6 20:31 Rev. 21:6 | Co. 1:23 11 Co. 4:5

Hewasfrom the beginning. v. 1laJohn 1:1 Gen. 1:1

1. TheWord of Lifedid merely come into existence at Bethlehem. He wasfrom the
beginning with the Father. v. 2b John 1:1-2,18 10:30 13:3 17:5 Rev. 22:13

2. John tracesthe historical progression from His pre-existence, to His manifestation
in history, to the apostolic proclamation, to our ultimate joy.

3. Our apprehension of theWord of Lifeispossible only because He deliberately
took theinitiative to manifest Himself. v. 2 3:5,8 John 1:18 21:1,14 Heb. 9:26



D. The Apostles are eyewitnesses of His manifestation in History. v. 1b 4:14 Jo. 1:14
21:24 Mt. 13:16-17 Luke 1:2 10:23-24 Acts 1:21-22 4:20 || Pe. 1:17-18

1.

2
3.
4

Wehave heard Him. Mt. 7:28-29

. Wehave seen Him. John 10:27,29 19:35

Welooked at (beheld) Him. John 1:14

. Wetouched (handled) Him. Luke 24:39 John 20:27

E. TheApostles proclaim that which they have seen and heard. v. 2-3a

1. John emphasizestheir role as witnesses of the manifestation of the Word of Life.
4:14 Acts 1:8 Luke 24:48

2. They have been sent forth to authoritatively declare God’s message. v. 2b,3a

3. They proclaim eternal life. John 3:16 17:2-3

4. Their testimony isrecorded for usin the New Testament Scriptures. 4:14 Jo. 21:24

5. Webédievethrough their witness. John 20:291 Pe. 1:8.

F. Application.

1. Christianity restsupon historical facts. | Cor. 15:3-191 Tim. 3:16

2. What does John affirm about Jesus?

3. God’schosen method of proclamation of Christ isthrough thereading and
preaching of the apostolic gospel witness. 11 Ti. 4:1f | Co. 1:22 2:2f Isa. 55:11

4. Your personal encounter with the Word of Life should result in your bearing

witnessto others.

I11. Our goal isthat you might enjoy fellowship with us and with God. v. 3b-4

A. Our immediate purposeisthat you might enter into fellowship. v. 3b

1.

2.

3.

Christ was manifested that we would enjoy the closest possible relationship with

God. 2:24 John 14:23 1:29 15:1f 17:3,22f

The Apostleswho first experienced that Divine fellowship invite usto join them

through receiving their proclamation of the Word of Life. John 17:20-21

The church isa community in which we share fellowship with God and one

another. Acts2:42 John 17:22

a. All truegpiritual unity isgrounded in the gospel.

b. You cannot bea part of the true fellowship of the church unlessyou arein
fellowship with God through Jesus Christ, His Son. John 14:6 17:3

c. You cannot bein fellowship with God if you reject the fellowship of His people.

d. We can have no fellowship with those who reject the apostolic testimony. 1:6-7
2:19 11 John 11

B. Our ultimate purposeisthat we all might experience the fulness of God’sjoy. v. 4

1.

2.
3.

The greatest joy comes through fellowship with God in Christ. John 15:11 17:13
Gal. 5:22 Acts 13:52 111 Jo. 1:4 Jo. 3:29

How can you best promote your joy? Ps. 16:11. John 15:19-11

If you haven’t yet experienced thisjoy, receive the message of the Word of Lifeand
enter into our fellowship!

IV. Concluding applications. The proclamation of the historic manifestation of the eternal

Word of Lifeiscentral to Christianity.




Discussion questions

1. What isthe purpose of | John?

2. What arethethreetestsof spiritual life?

3. What false doctrines (ancient and modern) does John refutein the prologue?

4. What would you say to someone who claimsthat what really mattersisthe teaching and
example of Jesus, not whether the eventsin Scripture actually occurred in history?

5. What doesthe prologue teach about the Person of Jesus Christ?

6. What isthe unique place of the Apostlesin God’s plan?

7. What does the prologue teach about the nature of Christian fellowship?

8. What isthe source of true joy?

9. Isafilm a good way to convey the Apostolic message of the Word of Life?




