The LORD Confronts David’s Sin. |l Samuel 12:1-12 1/3/10 #17

I. Introduction and review.

IlI. The LORD pursueswayward David. v. la

A. TheLORD takesaction.
1. Inthepreviouschapter David seemed to bein control —sending. 11:1,3,4,6,14,27
2. Now the LORD finally takes action and sends someone. Deut. 17:15,20
3. Why does God wait so long? Ps. 32:3-4

B. The LORD’saction was necessary.
1. David would not have sought God on hisown.
2. How dowe hidefrom God? Gen. 3:8 Jonah 1

C. TheLORD’saction iscomforting —pursuing grace. Pr. 3:11-12 Heb. 12:5-11

1. Though real believers may fall into sin, the LORD will not let them remain in sin.
Isa. 49:14-16 Mt. 18:12-14 Hosea

2. Becauseour eternal security dependsupon God and not us, a true believer cannot
lose hisor her salvation. John 10:27-29 Rom. 8:29-30 | Pe. 1:3-5

3. God’swork of preserving usincludes not merely our eternal security, but also our
perseverancein following Him. John 10:27 | Jo. 2:3-4 Eph. 2:10

4. The LORD’sprocess of disciplinary restoration may be hard and unpleasant.
Jonah 1:4ff Ps. 119:67,71 He. 12:11,8

5. Itispossiblefor a person who professesto be a believer to have never been truly
converted. Mt. 7:21-23 | Jo. 2:3-4 Heb. 12:8

D. TheLORD sends Nathan to confront David.
1. Nathan isgiven a dangerous and difficult assignment. Pr.20:2 Mt. 14:3-10
2. Thefact that a prophet could speak thisway to aruler isareminder that the
LORD isthetrueking of Isradl.

E. The LORD ¢till useshuman messengersto confront and restore His wayward people.
1. Shepherds (Pastors/Elders) have a special duty to seek out wandering sheep.

| Pe.5:1-5 Acts20:28 Ps. 23

God callsupon each of usto do what Nathan did in confronting sin. Gal. 6:1

Matthew 18:15-20 Heb. 10:24 Rom. 15:14 James5:20 Pr. 27:5-6 Lev. 19:17

We have to overcome our own reluctance and fear. Pr. 29:25

Not every sinner responds aswell as David ultimately does. Pr. 9:7-8a 15:12

Do you welcome rebuke and admonition? Pr. 9:8b-9 17:10

We all need people who love us enough to confront uswhen wearein sin. Pr. 27:6
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I1l1. The LORD, through Nathan, exposes David’ssin. v. 1b-6

A. Nathan usesa parableto reach David. v. 1b-4
1. How doeshe come up with such agreat story? 1l Pe. 1:21
2. Why isthisstory especially appropriate for David? 5:2 | Sam. 16:11 Ezek. 34:23
3. Theparableiswonderfully crafted. 12:8-9 16:21 Pr. 6:30ff
4. Such parablesare used elsawherein the Scripture. 14:1-20 Jdg. 9:6ff Isa. 5: 1ff
| Ki. 20:35ff Ezek.17:2-10 Mt. 13:3
5. DoesDavid realizethat thisismerely a story?

B. David reactsin judgmental anger. v. 5-6



1. Even though David’s conscience has been hardened, he still has a strong sense of
right and wrong. Ex. 22:1 Luke 19:8

2. Thosewho are caught up in sin still function as moral agents— at least when it
comesto others. Mt. 7:1ff

3. David unknowingly pronounces sentence upon himself.

4. Thisisareminder of how we can be blinded and deceived by our sin. Heb. 3:13

C. How can we be wise and creative (like Nathan) in confronting one another?

We must keep in mind that most people don’t like to be confronted.
Beforeyou go, pray and prepare. Pr. 25:11-12 Mt. 7:1ff

Be sureyou have proof.

It isoften much better to help the guilty party form hisor her own conclusion.
Approach one another gently: your goal isnot to crush, but to bring to healing
repentance. Gal.6:1 Pr.15:1,4

6. Thesharpest sword you haveis God’'sWord. Heb. 4:12 Eph. 6:17
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IV. The LORD through Nathan condemns David’ssin —You aretheman! v. 7-12

A. Nathan follows the typical prophetic pattern of a covenant lawsuit.
1. Recalling God’sfaithfulnessto the covenant. v. 7-8
2. Exposing the covenant breaker’sunfaithfulness. v. 9
3. Setting forth the sanctionsfor disobedience. v. 10-12

B. | (the LORD) have greatly blessed you -- position, protection, and prosperity. v. 7b-8

C. You (David) have broken the covenant through your adultery and murder. v. 9, 14a
1. You havedespised the Word of the LORD. v.9 Ps. 51:4
2. You have given the LORD’ s enemies cause to blaspheme. v. 14

D. You and your family will suffer the consequences of your sin. v. 10-12,14b
1. Thepunishment fitsthe crime: murder and adultery in David’shouse. Ex. 21:24
Il Sam 12:18 13:8ff 18:14-15 | Ki. 2:24
2. David’'ssin hasanational and a covenental dimension.

E. Application: We need to take our sin serioudly.
1. Ingratitudeisat theroot of our sin.
2. When wesin we are guilty of despising God Himself. Ps. 51:4
3. Itisonly when we understand the wickedness of our sin that we can fully
appreciatethe greatness of God’sgrace. Mark 2:17

V. Concluding applications.

Discussion questions:
1. Have you ever been condemned by the words of your mouth?
2. Whose responsibility isit to confront sin in the church?
3. What istherole of family membersin confronting each other with sin?
4. How receptive are you to correction?
Do you have any Nathansin your life?
5. How can you follow Nathan’s example when you have to correct others?
6. Why do many people lack the courageto confront sin in others?
7. Why do people need to understand God’slaw and their sin before they can appreciate the
gospel?
8. How doesthistext point to Christ?




