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Introduction: Why would David go through similar situations so close together ?

David again resists the temptation to revenge. 26:1-25

A.

The chaseresumes. v. 1-4

1. TheZiphitesagain betray David to Saul. v.1 23:19

2. Saul, after all hiskind words, isagain eager to kill David. v. 2 24:16-20
3. Again David isoutnumbered, but he has good intelligence (spies). v. 3-4

. David again hasthe opportunity to kill Saul. v. 5-8

Thistime David becomesthe pursuer. v. 5

David boldly goesdown into Saul’scamp. v. 6-7 11 Sam. 23:18-19 19:21f
Why did David’saudacious plan work? v. 12 Gen. 2:21 15:12 Isa. 29:10
The LORD again delivers Saul into David’shand. v. 8a 24:4

Abishai ismorethan willing to kill Saul. v. 8b

Why might it have been even more tempting for David to kill Saul thistime?
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Again David refusesto allow Saul to be harmed. v. 9-12

1. Herespectsthefact that Saul isthe LORD’sanointed. v. 9,11a 24:6 Il Sa. 1:14
2. Heexpressesfaith that the LORD will bring vengeance upon Saul, one way or
another. v. 10 25:29b,26b,39 31:1ff Heb. 9:27

David will not seize the throne with violence, but waits on the LORD.

David takes Saul’s spear and jug. v. 11b-12

Again Saul isrendered helplessby the LORD. v. 12 19:22-24
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. David accuses Abner of grossdereliction of duty. v. 13-16

1. David callsout from a (safe) distance. v. 13
2. “Abner, you deserveto diefor deeping on thejob.” v. 14-16
3. “1 did your job and protected the king tonight.”

David remonstrateswith Saul. v. 17-20

1. “You arepursuing mefor noreason.” v.17-18

2. “If | am guilty then | will appease the LORD with an offering.” v. 19a

3. “If evil men have falsely accused me, thus driving me away from the holy land,
may the LORD cursethem.” v. 19b-20a 24:10 21:10ff 27:1ff Ps. 84:1-2 27:4

4. *1 amnothreat toyou.” v.20b 24:14

5. Could David only worship the LORD in the holy land?

6. Doyou, like David, appreciate the privilege of your accessto God and your
fellowship with Hispeople? Ps. 84:1-2 John 4:21ff Heb. 13:17 4:14ff

Saul again claimsto have a change of heart. v. 21,25

1. Saul confessesthat he has been sinful and foolish. v. 21ac 13:13 15:24 25:25
2. Saul promisesto do David no harm and inviteshim toreturn. v. 21b

3. Saul again declaresthat David will prevail. v. 25 25:20

. David trustsin the LORD (not Saul). v. 22-24

1. HereturnsSaul’sspear. v. 22

2. Hetruststhe LORD toreward him for hisrighteousness and faithfulness, and to
punish Saul for hiswickedness. v. 23-24 Ps. 72:14 119:138 143:1 89:14

3. David doesnot choose to return with Saul. Why? v. 25b 27: 1ff

4. They never see each other again.



111. Application.

A. How does God lead us? v. 8a

1

2.
3.
4.

Opportunities (open doors) are not necessarily indicative of the LORD’sleading.
Nor can welean on our feelings. v. 8b Pr. 14:12 3:5-6 Jer. 17:9

Weknow God'’sleading through HisWord. 11 Tim. 3:16-17

We may not always know what God isdoing, but we have sure guidance asto our
duty. v. 10 Deut. 29:29

B. Thefear of the LORD keepsyou from sin. v. 9,11 Gen. 39:9 Pr. 1:7 Dt. 10:12

1.
2.

3.

4.
5

David feared God morethan men. Pr. 29:25

Like David, we respect those whom God has put in authority, even when they are
foolish. v. 9,11,21 | Pe. 2:17ff Eph. 5:22ff 6:1ff Heb. 13:17 Ro. 13: 1ff

Just as David refusesto take shortcuts, we resist the temptation when sin seemsto
offer an attractive way to solve a problem.

Like David, we show loveto our enemies. v. 21 Ro. 12:21 Mt. 5:38-48

. Our livesreflect the LORD’srighteousness and faithfulness. 26:23 | Jo. 2:29 3.7

C. God alone can befully trusted. Jer. 17:7-8 Ps. 37:5ff

1.
2.

Some people, like Saul, can’t betrusted. v. 25b Ps. 146:3 Jer. 17:5-6
Like David, we can trust God to judge the wicked and vindicate the righteous.
Il Sam. 4:9 Ps. 7:8ff 18:20 37:1354:7 73:1ff Ro. 12:17-21 Heb. 10:30 | Pe. 3:9

D. Areyou double-minded, like Saul? Ps. 119:113 Js. 1:8 4:8 Ro. 1:32 |l Co. 7:10-11

1.
2.

3.

Unbelievers can respect the testimony of genuine believers. v. 21,25
Unbéelievers can fedl pangs of conscience and experience sorrow over their sin
without truly repenting. Ro. 1:32 11 Co. 7:10-11

You need, not merely to turn over a new leaf, but to be born again.

IV. How doesthis passage point to Christ?

A. Jesusresisted thetemptation to grasp the crown prematurely (before the cross).
v.9-10 Ps 2:8-9 Mt. 4:8-9 Mark 8:31ff

B. Jesusrefused to take revenge on Hisenemies. | Pe. 2:21ff Luke 9:51-55

C. Jesusisperfectly righteousand faithful. v. 23 Isa. 11:5Acts3:14 1l Pe. 1:1 | Jo. 2:1

1.
2.

David’srighteousness and faithfulness ultimately fails. 111 Sam. 11-12
Jesus righteousness and faithfulness never fails. Heb. 3: 2ff

D. Jesushasgained thereward for Hisrighteousness -- salvation for all who arein Him.
v. 23 Ps. 85:10-13 | Pe. 3:18 Ro. 3:26 1:17 Heb. 2:17
E. Oneday all, even Jesus enemies, will acknowledge HisLordship. v. 21,25 Phil. 2:9-11

Discussion guestions

1. Why would the Biblerecord two incidents which are so similar (I Sam. 24 and 26)?

2. Why might David have been even more tempted thistime to kill Saul?

3. Why doesn’t David allow Abishai to harm Saul? What keepsyou from sinning?

4. What wasthe hardest for David about being wandering fugitive?

5. What doesthis passage teach about how God does and does not lead us?

6. How righteous and faithful was David? v. 23

7. How do we explain Saul’ s pattern of going back and forth between trying to kill David and
being remorseful ?

8. When does the point come when we can end a relationship because the other person has
broken trust? v. 25b

9. In which trying situations are you currently being forced to trust in the LORD?

10. How does our text point to Jesus?



