David and Abigail. | Samuel 25 12/14/09 #29

I. Introduction.

Il. Nabal insults David — Two wrongsdon’t makearight. v. 2-13

A. Introducing Nabal and hiswife. v. 2-3,17,25
1. Nabal isa man of wealth and importance. v. 2
2. Nabal isharsh, evil, and foolish. v. 3b,17,21,25 Ps. 14:1 Isa. 32:6 Lu. 12:15-21
3. Abigail isawoman of exceptional beauty and wisdom. v. 3a16:12 Pr. 3:4 11:22

B. David politely requests provisons from Nabal. v. 4-8
1. Thetime of sheep shearing was a festivetime. v. 2b,4,8,36 Dt. 14:28ff 26: 10ff
2. David sendsa delegation to Nabal. v. 4-6
3. Nabal isreminded of the benefits he hasreceived from David. v. 7-8,15-16
4. |sthisashakedown (or a sheik-down)?

C. Nabal rudely refuses David’ srequest —thefirst wrong. v. 9-11
1. Hebédlittlesand insults David. v. 10
2. Hefoolishly refusesto return good for the good hereceived. v. 11

D. David preparesto take vengeance on Nabal — the second wrong. v. 13,21-22,33
1. Heisvengefully returning evil for evil. 24:17 Pr. 17:13 Rom. 12:17ff
2. Whom does David sound like? 14:24

I11. Abigail rescues her family from death and David from sin. v. 14-31

A. Abigail learnswhat Nabal hasdone. v. 14-17
B. Abigail hurriedly preparesto meet and propitiate David. v. 18-22 Gen. 32:6ff 33:11f

C. Abigail appealsto David —a masterpiece of female wisdom and charm. v. 23-31

She approaches David humbly and respectfully. v. 23,24b

Shetakes her husband’ s guilt upon hersdlf. v. 24a Gen. 2:24

She acknowledgesthat her husband isaworthlessfool. v. 25 26:21

“The LORD hasrestrained you, thusfar, from shedding blood.” v. 26a

“Please receive my propitiatory gift and forgive.” v. 27-28a Gen. 50:17 Ps. 32:1,5
“The LORD will exalt, protect, and avengeyou.” v. 28b-30 13:14 1l Sa. 7

“Don’t taint your reign with bloodguilt by wickedly avenging yourself.” v. 31a
“Remember me when you come into your kingdom.” v. 31 Ge. 40:14 Luke 23:42f

N~ WDNPE

IV. The LORD orchestrates a glorious outcome. v. 32-44

A. David heeds Abigail’swisewords. v. 32-35
1. Unlike Nabal, David listensto wise counsal. v. 32,35b,17
2. Hepraisesthe LORD for sending thiswise woman. v. 32-34
3. Herecevesher propitiatory gift and sends her away in peace. v. 35,6
4. David breakshisfoolish vow. v. 22 Judges 11:29ff Mt. 14:7-9

B. TheLORD vindicates David by killing Nabal. v. 36-39 Pr. 20:22
1. Nabal holdsaroyal feast and becomesdrunk. v. 36 Pr. 26:9 30:21-22
2. Nabal’sheart failsand the LORD takeshim. v. 37-38 Luke 12:16-20 Acts 12: 22ff
3. David recognizesthat vengeance belongsthe LORD. v. 39a 24:15 26:10 Ps. 43:1



C. Nabal’slossis David’s gain — Abigail becomes David'swife. v. 39b-44 | Co. 7:39
1. What isDavid doing with all of these wives? v. 43 Deut. 17:17 Mt. 19: 1ff
2. Saul wickedly gives David’' swife Michal to another man. v. 44 |11 Sam. 3:13ff

V. Application.

A. Abigail isa modé of how to confront someone (even a person in authority) about
their sin. v. 23-24 Gal. 6:1 Pr. 15:15 28:23 Mt. 18:15 James5:19

B. TheBibletakesa high view of strong women like Abigail. | Sam. 1-2 Luke 1:26ff
1. WasAbigail wrong to go behind her husband’s back? v. 19,37 Acts 5:29
2. Did Abigail speak disrespectfully of her husband? v. 25
3. When might a wife today haveto act like Abigail?

C. How do you respond to correction? Pr. 17:1019:25 25:12,28
1. Areyou like Nabal, whowon't listen? v. 17 Prov. 15:12
2. Do you become angry and defensive when peopletry to correct you? Js. 1:19f
3. Will you listen to someone who isyounger or under your authority?
4. David blesses God for sending Abigail. Isthat how you react? Prov. 15:31-32

D. Givethanksto God for how Herestrainsyou from evil. v. 26,34,39 | Co. 10:12-13
1. LikeDavid, weareweak and vulnerabletosin. Il Sam. 11 | Cor. 10:12
2. Revenge can be an especially strong temptation. v. 21-22 Ro. 12:17ff
3. The LORD usesdifferent meansto deliver usfrom temptation. Mt. 6:13

E. Areyou afool?
1. You can bevery successful in an earthly sense and still beafool. v. 2-3,17,25
2. Weall wereoncelike Nabal —foolish, proud, and independent. Titus 3:3
3. God had mercy on usby forgiving and transforming us. Titus 3:4-8

VI. Concluding applications.
A. Whoisthehero of | Samuel 25?
B. Wheredo we see Chrigt in this passage?
1. LikeDavid, Jesus sends his servants offering His peace. v. 5-6 Mt. 10:9
2. LikeDavid, Jesusdid not take vengeance on Hisenemies. | Pe. 2:21ff
3. LikeAbigail, Jesustook our blame and propitiated God’swrath against us. V.
2411 Co.5:21 | Pe. 3:18 Isa. 53:4-6
Abigail, a person of great importance, isprepared to wash feet. v. 41 John 13: 1ff
Thedying thief, like Abigail, believed God’s Anointed One would soon reign and
asked to beremembered in HisKingdom. v. 30,31b Luke 23:42-43
6. You, like Abigail, areinvited to bethe bride of Christ. v. 39b
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Questions
1. Was David carrying on a protection racket?

2. What can you learn from Abigail about how to correct someonein authority over you?

3. Areyou the kind of person who receives correction well? Or do you get defensive?

4. Can you think of timesin which the LORD has providentially restrained you from sin?

5. Which of the characteristics of a fool, in Proverbs, are seen in Nabal?

6. What isthe fool’ s fundamental problem?

7. Which of the characteristics of a wise woman (in Proverbs 31) are seen in Abigail?

8. When isa wifeto, like Abigail, take mattersinto her own hands, even if it means going
against her husband’ s wishes?

9. Wherein this passage do you see Christ?



