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I ntroduction and review.

God judges Saul for his disobedience. v. 14

A. The Spirit of the LORD departsfrom Saul. v. 14a

1.
2.

3.
4.

In what sense did Saul ever havethe Spirit? 10:6,10

The Spirit was given not in regeneration and conversion, but in equipping Saul
for thetask of being king. Judg. 14:6,19 15:14

Because of Saul’ sfaithlessness, the Spirit leaves him. 16:14 18:12 15:28 Jdg. 16:20
The Spirit comes mightily upon David, never to depart. v. 13 Ps. 51:11

B. An evil spirit from the LORD terrorizes Saul. v. 14b,23 18:10 19:9

1.

God isabsolutely sovereign even over Satan and the demons. Judges 9:23

| Ki.22:20-23 11 Sam. 24:1 | Chron. 21:1

a. Godisin control of evil. Is.45:5-7 Ro. 8:28 Eph. 1:11 Am. 3:6

b. Satan could not touch Job without God’s permission. Job 1:8-12 2:3-6,10

c. Thoseunder church discipline are handed over to Satan for punishment.
| Cor.5:5 1 Tim. 1:20

d. Paul’spridewasrestrained by athorn in the flesh, a messenger from Satan.
Il Cor. 12:7-10

e. TheLORD usesevil (bad things) for Hisgood purposes. Ro. 8:28 9:17ff

Another possibleinterpretation isthat the LORD sent an angel to do bad things

to Saul asjudgment for hissin. Gen. 18 Amos 3:6

Theevil spirit isan act of judgment upon Saul.

Saul istormented and terrified.

All of thisispart of God’s plan for elevating David.

C. Application.

1.

2.

3.
4.

Beware of the severe consequences of stubbornly disobeyingthe LORD. Pr. 13:6
Acts5:1ff Ro. 6:23 1:24,26,28 Js. 1:19-21 Heb. 10:31

Can atruebeliever losethe Holy Spirit? Eph. 1:13-14 4:30 | Pe. 1:5 Phil. 1:6
Jo. 10:27f Ezek. 36:25ff

Are some of our problemstoday caused by evil spirits? Eph. 6:12 | Jo. 5:19
Does this mean we should look to deliverance ministriesto set usfree from
demonic powers? | Jo. 5:18 Luke 10:18 Col. 2:15 | Jo. 3:8 Ro. 16:20 Eph.
2:1ff

I11. Saul seeks musical relief. v. 15-23

A. Saul’sservantsurge him to find a musician who can ease historment. v. 15-17

1.
2.

3.

What would music have to do with quelling evil spirits?

Elsewhere musicistied to spiritual activity. 10:5 11 Ki. 3:15 |l Sa. 6:5
| Chr. 13:8 Ps. 33:2ff 150:3

What kind of instrument did David play? Gen. 4:21

B. Musicisdtill used for spiritual purposes.

1.
2.

3.
4.

Musicis powerful.

Musicisan important part of our worship. Co. 3:16 Eph. 5:19-20 Ro. 15:9
Acts16:25 Mt. 26:20 Lu. 1:46ff He. 2:12 Ex. 15:1ff Ps. 69:30-31 Rev. 5:9 14:3
Not all musicistrueworship. Amos5:23 John 4:24

Different kinds of music are appropriate for particular settings. Mt. 11:16-17



5. Itisimportant that our musiciansbe skilled. v. 16 Pr. 22:29 | Chr. 15:22 Ps. 33:3
C. David playshislutefor Saul. v. 18-23
1. Providentially, one of Saul’s servants knows about David. v. 18a
2. David isa man of many talents-- musician, warrior, speaker, handsome.
The LORD iswith him. v. 18b 18:7,12 Il Sam. 23:1 Pr. 16:21 21.:23 22
How could David be recognized asvaliant warrior at thisearly stage of hislife?
Saul unknowingly invites hisreplacement into the palace. v. 19 15:28
David gains Saul’sfavor. v. 21-22 18:1
David isan instrument of God’s mercy to Saul. v. 23
David, the futureking, isfirst a servant.

Nookow

D. Application.

1. God worksthrough Hisprovidenceto bring uswhere Hewantsusto be. Ro.
8:28

2. AsDavid’ spresence held back thetide of evil in Saul’slife, our presencein the
world restrains decay and judgment and bringsblessing. Mt. 5:13

3. Mental anguish isoften rooted in sin and alienation from God. Ps. 32: 1ff

4. Many peopletoday, like Saul, settle for partial temporary relief from their
spiritual problems.

5. Seek the LORD while He may befound. Isa. 55:6 Ro. 10:11-13 Luke 18:38

IV. Concluding applications.
A. What isthe difference between David and Saul?
1. After Saul disobeyed, hisfocuswas on looking good before men and getting relief
from the consequences of hissin. 15:30
2. When David sinned, he sought reconciliation with God. Ps. 51
B. Christ isplainly and powerfully seen in this passage!

1. Heisthesubject of all of the Psalmsand songs of praise. v. 18a Ps. 232 110

2. Heisamighty man of valor who has conquered Satan and sin. v. 18b Ps. 110: 1ff
Luke10:18 Col. 2:15 | Jo. 3:8 Ro. 16:20
His speech isfull of perfect wisdom. v. 18cIsa. 11:1-2 Mt. 7:28-29 13:54 22:33
Heisthefairest of ten thousand. v. 18d Song 5:10
The LORD iswith Him. v. 18e John 1:1-2 Acts 10:38
HeisGod with us! v. 18f Isa. 7:14 9:6 John 1:14 Mt. 1:23 28:20 Heb. 13.5
He has power over evil spirits. v. 23 Mark 1:27 Luke 11:20 Acts7:38
He hid Hisidentity for atimein order to prevent a prematurecrisis. Jo. 2:4 7:30
He humbly served before He was enthroned asKing. Mark 10:45 John 13:1ff
Phil. 2:5-11
C. Will you seek temporary relief through the things of thisworld or will you seek

everlasting joy and peacein Christ?
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Discussion questions

1. In what sense did Saul have and then lose the Spirit of the LORD?

2. How can God, Who isgood, send an evil spirit upon Saul?

3. What warning should we take from the LORD’sjudgment upon Saul?

4. Can atrue believer lose the Holy Spirit?

5. What would you say to someone who saysthat the key to overcoming sin isdeliverance
from various demons (of lust, anger, greed, substance abuse, etc.)?

6. How ismusic used today for powerful spiritual purposes?

7. How can music be misused in worship?

8. Wherein this passage do we see Christ?

9. How are people today like Saul — seeking relief from the symptoms of their alienation from
God without solving the problem?




10. How are Christians an influence (salt and light) in a world oppressed by Satan like David
was to Saul?



