The LORD, through Saul, Ddliverslsrael from the Ammonites. | Sam. 11 6/15/08 #11

I. Introduction and review.

Il. Deliveranceisneeded. v. 1-4

A. Thesegeof Jabesh-gilead. v. 1
1. Who arethe Ammonites? Gen. 19 Dt. 2:19 Jdg. 3:13 10:7 11:4ff Am. 1:13
2. Nahash, the Ammonite King, wasterrorizing Israel. 12:12
3. Jabesh-gilead had offered a conditional surrender. v. 1b Judges21:8 Je. 34:18

B. Nahash demandsthe mutilation and humiliation of the people of Jabesh-gilead. v. 3
1. Thelossof theright eye would disable the men from military service. Judg. 16:21
2. Hewantsto heap reproach on all of Israel. 17:26 25:39 11 Sam. 10:4f Ezek. 36:15
3. Nahash isproud, confident and cruel. Amos 1:13-15

C. Theedersof Jabesh seek adeliverer. v. 3-4
1. Why does Nahash agreeto give them a week?
2. Did Jabesh-gilead have reason to expect help? Judges 21:8
3. Messengersarrive at Gibeah and the peopleweep. v.4

D. Application.
1. Don’t underestimate the danger tyrants pose. Amos 1:13-15
2. Don’t underestimate the enemies of Christianity. Eph. 6:12 | Jo. 3:13 Jo. 15:18-
19
3. God isopposed totheproud. Js. 4:6 | Pe. 5.5
4. Wetoo need a Deliverer.

I11. Deliveranceispromised. v.5-10

A. King Saul was still working asafarmer. v.5
1. Hegtill hasn’t done anything kinglike.
2. Saul resemblesthejudges who preceded him.

B. The Spirit of God comes upon Saul and he becomes hot with anger. v. 6
1. God’s Spirit rushesupon Saul to equip him to fight for God’s people. 10:6,10
2. The Spirit had come upon other deliverers. Jdg. 3:10 6:34 11:29 14:6,19 15:14
3. The Spirit fillshim with holy indignation. Acts7:22
4. Thisverseisakey tothe chapter. Deliverance comesnot because Israel hasa
king, but because king hasthe Spirit of God.

C. Saul summonsthe militia. v. 7-8
1. What isthe significance of hacking the oxen into pieces? v. 7a Judges. 19:29
2. Why does Saul refer to Samue in hiscall toarms? v. 7b
3. Why does Saul get such atremendousresponse? v. 7¢-8 10:26

D. Messengersdeliver the good news of salvation. v. 9-10
1. How can they be so sure of victory? v. 9a
2. Thepeoplergoicethat their savior iscoming. v. 9b
3. The men of Jabesh deliver a cryptic message to the Ammonites. v. 10 8:20 18:30

E. Application: When isanger righteous?
1. Thereissuch athingasrighteousanger. 28:18 11 Sa. 6:7 22:8 24:1 Ex. 4:14 11 K.
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13:3 Nu. 25:4 Ps. 2:5,12 106:40 6:1 Je. 25:37 44:6 |s. 12:1 5:25 Mk. 3:5 Jo. 2:15-17

Anger can be good -- to motivate usto just action.

Anger isalso very dangerous. 20:30 Eph. 4:26-27 Pr. 14:17 15:18 29:22 14:29

25:28 Ecc. 7:9 Mt. 5:22ff Js. 4:1ff 1:19 Eph. 4:29

How can we know if our anger isrighteous? Js. 1:19-20

a. All our anger seemsright at thetime.

b. Righteousanger focusesupon God’srights, not our own.

c. Wearenot authorized to take personal vengeance. Rom. 12:17-21

How can we overcome sinful anger?

a. Remember that God isjudge. Gen. 50:19 Rom. 12:19

b. Remember that God issovereign. Gen. 50:20 Rom 8:28

c. Remember that God’sanger has gracioudy been turned away from you
because of Christ. Eph. 4:32 Mt. 18:21ff

IV. Deliveranceisprovided and the deliverer isenthroned. v. 11-15

A. Saul surprisesthe daylights out of the Ammonites. v. 11 Judges7:16 9:36-37
Dt. 28:7 Num. 10:35

B. Saul in victory shows mercy and givesglory to God. v. 12-13 10:27 19:511 Sa. 19:22

C. Samuel leadsthe peoplein renewing the kingdom at Gilgal. v. 14-15 13:7-14 10: 10ff

1.
2.

Which kingdom arethey renewing? 12:12
The people celebrate and worship God. v. 15b 10:8

D. Application: Wetoo are engaged in (spiritual) warfare.
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Weareinvolved in warfare against wicked and ruthlessfoes. Eph. 6:12

We do not fight with the weapons of the world, but with truth. 11 Cor. 6:7 10:4
God equipsuswith His Spirit. v. 6 1 Co. 12: 7ff

God givesusthevictory. v. 13b | Co. 15:57 John 15:5

Thefact that God givesthe victory doesn’t mean that we don’t have to exert
effort. Eph. 6:10-11,13-18 |l Co. 6:2-10

Wetoo should renew our allegianceto God’s kingdom. Mt. 6:33

Concluding applications.

A. Christ our King has brought deliverance.
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We needed deliverance.

God promised deliverance for those who cry out to Him. Gen. 3:15

Jesus has been empowered by the Spirit. Isa. 61:1-3 Luke 4:18-19 Mt. 3:16
He hasdédlivered us, removing our reproach. Isa. 25:8 Ezek. 36

Hiskingdom is established and Heisenthroned. Phil. 2:9-11 Ro. 1:4 Heb. 2: 8ff
| Co. 15:20

B. Areyou persuaded that thisMan can saveyou? 10:27 | Ti. 1:15 Heb. 7:25

Discussion guestions

1. How isour situation likethat of the citizens of Jabesh-gilead?
What tyrantsthreaten us?

2. When isanger righteous?

3. What arethe dangers of unrighteous anger?

4. How can we overcome sinful anger?

5. What isthe nature of the warfare in which we engage?

6. How doesthis chapter point to the gospel?



