Together for the Gospel. Romans 1:14-17 4/20/08

I. Introduction and review.

IlI. Don’t be ashamed of the gospel. v. 16a

A. Theworld pourscontempt on those who proclaim the gospel. Acts28:22 5:41
The wise and sophisticated think we arefools. | Co. 1:18,22-23

M oder nists heap contempt upon us.

Postmodernists are offended by us. John 14:6

Theirreligious hate us.

Even those who arereligious are offended by us.
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B. Don’t be ashamed to proclaim the gospel to all kinds of unbelievers. v. 14
1. Paul was not ashamed to bring the gospel to the marketplace of ideas. v. 14-15
2. You will betempted to avoid theworld’sreproach. Mk. 8:38 Lu. 9:26 11 Ti. 1:8
3. Jesusteachesyou how to deal with the shame of the gospel. Heb. 12:2

C. Don’t be ashamed to proclaim the gospel to professing Christians. v. 15
1. Paul was not ashamed to preach the gospel to the church in Rome.
2. Why would anyone be ashamed to preach the gospel in church?
3. Weneed the gospel preached to us.

D. Thefoolishness of preaching is God’s chosen meansto promulgate the gospel. 10:17
| Pe. 1:23-25Js. 1:181 Co. 1:18,23

I11. Beproud of the gospel because it isthe power of God for salvation. v. 16b

A. All peoplearein need of salvation (rescue).
1. You areby nature spiritually dead in sin and under God’sjudgment. 1:18-3:20
2. Thereisno other power which can save you.
a. You are unableto saveyoursdf. 3:10f, 20 Jer. 13:23
b. Thelaw hasno power to save you. 3:20 8:7-8
c. Every other religion isimpotent.

B. God gracioudly saves sinners by means of the gospel of Christ. 5:6 8:3
1. Your salvation isthe supreme demonstration of God’s power. | Co. 1:18, 24
2. Thepower in salvation isGod’salone. Rom. 8:7-8 | Co. 1:30-31
3. Thegospe of Christ isthe only way you can be saved. Acts4:12 John 14
4. Thegospel savesyou from the penalty, power, and presence of sin. 6:17-18 8:29f

C. Thegospel isfor everyone who believes. v. 16¢ John 3:16 Acts 2:21 Rev. 22:17
1. Everyonewho believesthe gospel issaved by the gospel. 10:13 John 3:16 1:12
2. Theadvantage and the need of theJews. 3:1-29:3-52:911:17f Jo. 1:11 4:22
Acts 1:8 13:45
3. TheGentilesare given equal opportunity. 10:12 3:29-30 Ga. 3:28-29 Eph. 2:11-
12
4. Keep preaching the gospel because God’ s power can save anyone.

IV. Beproud of the gospel because it revealsthe righteousness of God. v. 17

A. How istherighteousness of God displayed in the gospel? v. 17a
1. Theonetrueand holy God demands a perfect righteousness. Ro. 3



2. How then can God bejust and forgive snners?

3. Therighteousness of the gospdl isfound in the crossof Christ._3:21-26 5:19-21
| Jo. 1:9-2:211 Co0.5:21 8:91 Pet. 3:18 Mark 10:45 Phil. 3:9 Isa. 53:4-6 Ga. 3:13
a. God providesthe very righteousness He demands.
b. Jesus hasfulfilled the righteous demands of the law. Our guilt wasimputed to

the Righteous One, Who paid the wages of our sin. 5:96:2311 Co. 5:21 8:9

c. Jesus perfect righteousness hasbeen imputed tous. Phil. 3:8-9 Isa. 61:10
d. The gospel isas much concerned about righteousnessasthe law! 10:3-4 3:31
e. God isboth just and the justifier of the guilty. 3:25-26

4. The gospel revealsthis God-righteousness which excludes all man-righteousness.

B. Therighteousness of God isreceived by faith (alone). v. 17b
1. Judtification isby faith alone. Ro. 3:28 Acts 16:31 Eph. 2:8
2. Thisistheonly way God has ever saved His people. 4:1f Hab. 2:4 Ge. 15:6
3. Judtification by God’s grace alonethrough faith alonein Christ aloneisthe heart
of the gospel.
4. What isgospel faith?
a. Faith isnot the one meritoriousthing one doesto earn God’ s favor.
b. Faith isthe channel through which sinnersreceive Christ’srighteousness.
c. Your faith itself isa gift of God. You have nothing about which to boast!
Eph. 2:8-91 Co. 1:30-31 Ga. 6:14

V. Concluding Applications.

Discussion Questions

1. Why might you be tempted to be ashamed of the gospel?

2. Why shouldn’t you be afraid to proclaim the gospel?

3. What isthe gospel?

4. How isthe gospel the power of God?

5. How does the gospel save?

6. How isthe gospel to the Jew first?

7. How doesthe gospel reveal the righteousness of God?

8. What isfaith? How doesfaith save you?

9. How would you answer someone who saysthat all religions are basically the same?
10. How would answer the person who saysthat we should try our hardest to live a good life,
and then to trust Jesusto make up the difference?




