Wisdom at Work. Proverbs6:6-11 24:30-31 26:13-16 9/9/07

I. Introduction and Review.

A. Thereisno aspect of life on which we spend more time than our vocation.

B. Thetheology of work.
1. God works. Ge. 2:1-3Jn. 5:17
2. God created mankind to reflect Hisimage through work: dominion. Ge. 2:1-3,15
3. Thefall hascorrupted human labor. Ge. 3:17-19 Js. 5:1-6 | Pe. 2:18ff
4. Christ reversesthe effects of the fall, thereby making labor meaningful and
significant before God. Eph. 6:5-8 4:28
5. Wewill work in heaven. Rev. 22:3

C. Your work reflects your character.
1. Diligenceisnecessary for holiness.
2. Lazinessisasn! 15:19 | Tim. 5:8
3. Learn fromtheduggard! 24:30-32
4. Theduggard should learn from the ant. 6:5f

Il. Don’t beaduggard. 6:5-11 24:30-34 26:12-16

A. Characteristics of the duggard.

Heislazy. Hehatestowork! 26:1519:24 12:27

Hedelightsin deep and recreation. 6:9-10 19:15 26:14

He lacksinitiative and requires constant supervision. 6:7 Eph. 6:4
Heinvents excuses for not working. 22:13 26:13,16

He procrastinates, living for today and not planning ahead. 6:8 20:4 24
Heisself deceived. 6:9-10 26:16

Heisalwayslooking for easy money. 12:11 13:11 14:23 21:5 28:19
Heisadestroyer. 18:9 24:30-31 10:26 Ecc. 10:18 | Ti. 5:8
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God has ordained consequences for laziness. 15:19

1. You will loseyour job. 10:26 18:9.

2. You will bepoor._6:11 10:4a 12:24 13:4 19:15 20:4,13 21:25-26,17
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. You will suffer many regrets. 13:4 21:25-26
. 'You will bedisgraced in the community. 10:5
. You will facejudgement. Il Th. 3:6

C. Application: Don’t provide material aid to Suggards. 15:19 16:26 11 Th. 3:10

111. Bediligent.

A. Characteristics of the wise (godly) worker.

He/she works hard: wholeheartedly. Eph. 6:6b Ecc. 9:10

He hasinitiative and works well without supervision. 6:7 Eph. 6:6
Hepreparesfor thefuture. 6:8 21:5 24:27 30:25

Heispatient: building hisbusinesswealth gradually through hard work.
Heisagood steward of hisresources. 27:23f 24:27,31

He performs hisdutieswith excellence and even artistry. 22:29 Ecc. 9:10
He sees hisvocation as being significant. 22:29 Eph. 6:6 Col. 3:17,22-24
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B. God rewardsthediligent. 15:19
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You will be well off financially. 10:4 13:4 28:19 14:23 21:5

Y ou will enjoy success and fulfillment in your career. 12:24,14b 22:29
You will enjoy the blessings of food and rest. Ecc. 5:12,19

You will berespected in the community. 10:5 22:29

You will berewarded in the final judgement. Eph. 6:8

Application: The Bible does not support socialism/communism. Il Th. 3:10

IV. Concluding applications. All of usarefull time Christian workers.

A. Your vocation: God has given you work to do for Hisglory
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Work isnot just for money but dominion in God’simage. 22:29
Work isonly good if it isexercised under God’sLordship. 16:3
Don’'t makework an idol. Mt. 6:24

In Christ you can become a giver, rather than ataker. Eph. 4:28
Applicationsto particular groups.

B. Your ministry: You have spiritual work to do.
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God hasentrusted you with spiritual gifts. Mt. 25:14-30 | Pet. 4:10-11

How long will you bury your talents?

You will give account. Mt. 25:26

If you are faithful you will sharein thefruit of the harvest. 11 Co. 9:10 Mt. 25:23

C. Don’'t bea spiritual duggard. Mt. 25:5 21:28f Ecc. 9:10 Ps. 90:12 Gal. 6:10

D. God hasgiven usrest along with work. Gen. 2:1-3 Ex. 20:8-11

1.
2.

3.

Weekly rest

Christ Jesus hascompleted Hiswork so that we might find rest in Him. He. 4:4f
John 4:34 17:4

Cease from your laborsto save yourself: M ake the good life by your own efforts.

Discussion guestions for family wor ship.

1. Iswork theresult of thefall? How hasthefall affected human labor? Gen. 2:15 3:17-19
2. How does your work reflect what isin your character?

3. How much deep istoo much deep? Pr. 6:9-10

4. Comparethe characteristics of the duggard versusthe diligent.

5. What iswrong with seeking “easy money” ? 12:11 28:19 21:15 13:11

6. What are the consequences of laziness?

7. What aretherewards of the diligent?

8. Why isit important for young people to develop a strong work ethic?

9. How can people be lazy spiritually?

10. How has Christ worked to bring usrest?



