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I. Introduction and review: Morethan ethicsgl

IlI. Lovethebrethren. v.1

A. Keep on continuing to love one another.

1. It may bethat just asthe Hebrewswerelosing heart in other areas, they were
becoming weary in love. 10:25

2. Whileit istruethat we should love everyone, we have a particular duty to love
our fellow saints. Gal. 6:10 John 13:35 Mt. 5:44

3. Loveall of the brethren.

4. Christianity removesall prejudice. Eph. 2:14ff Gal. 3:27-29

5. Doyou haveto learn to love yourself before you can love others? Mt. 22:39
Il Tim. 3:2 Eph. 5:28ff

B. What kind of love does God expect usto show towards one another?
1. Biblical loveisvery different from shallow and fickle worldly sentiment.
2. Our lovefor oneanother isgrounded in Christ’slovefor us. 1 Jo. 3:16 4:9-11,19
3. Theloveof Christ isalso the example which we follow. John 13:13-15,34 15:12

C. How do we demonstrate Christlikelove? | Co. 13:4-7
1. Loveeach other gracioudy. Ro. 5:7-10 12:20 Col. 1:21 Mt. 5:43-44 | Pe. 4:8
2. Loveeach other sacrificially. Phil. 2:3-8 Eph. 5:25ff | Jo. 4:10 John 15:13
a. Sdfless. Phil. 2:3-8 Mt. 7:12 11 Co. 8:1-5 12:15 Acts 2:45 4:34 Ro. 15: 25ff
3. Loveeach other intelligently and purposefully. Rom. 12:6ff
4. Loveeach other with genuine affection. Rom. 12:10,15 Il Co. 12:15

1. Show love by being hospitable. v. 2

A. What kind of hospitality is being encouraged?
1. Not merely having your friendsand family over for dinner. Mt. 5:46ff Lu. 14: 12ff
2. Hospitality isliterally showing loveto strangers. 3 John 1:5-6
3. Why wasthisneeded in the early church? 10:32-34 | Pe. 4:9 Rom. 12:13 16:1-2,5
Acts21:16 16:15 18:1-2 Phm. 1:22,2 | Co. 16:10ff
4. Being hospitableisa qualification for leadership in the church. | Tim. 3:25:10

B. Areweto expect angelson our doorstep?

1. Abraham and othersin the Old Testament welcomed angels without realizing it.
Genesis18:1-8 19:1ff Judges 13,6

2. Our author isnot necessarily saying that we should expect literal angels.

3. Rather we aretoimitate Abraham’s example as a model host.

4. Thereisa sensethat when we show kindnessto strangers, we are caring for the
Lord Himself. Mt. 25:34-35

5. We may also experience unexpected blessings.

C. How can we show such hospitality?
1. Giveavery warm welcometo those who visit our church.
2. Bewilling to open your hometo brothersand sisterswho need a placed to stay.
Acts21:16 28:7 Rom. 16: 1f
3. Besendtivetothosein the church who would especially benefit from hospitality.
4. Giveof your best to your guests. Phm. 1:7
5. Loving othersthrough hospitality can be costly and risky.



D. Beware of sinswhich can spoil your attempts at hospitality.
1. Don’t grumble or complain. | Pe. 4:9
2. Don’'t allow your pride or perfectionism limit your hospitality.
3. Don't let fear stop you from caring for strangers.
4. Beware of mixed motives. Rom. 12:9

E. Isthereatheological/christological foundation for hospitality?
1. We, who were strangers and aliens, have been brought near by Christ’s blood.
Eph. 2:12,19 | Pe. 2:10
2. Wedtill liveasstrangersin thisworld aswe await our heavenly homeland. 11:13
| Pe. 1:12:11

V. Expresslove by sympathetically sharein the sufferings of others. v. 3

A. Some pay a steep pricefor their devotion to Chrigt.
1. Many intheearly church wereimprisoned for their faith. 10:34a 13:23 Eph. 3:1
2. Otherssuffered in different ways. 10:34b 11:37ff Acts 7:58 16:22ff 11 Co. 11:23ff
3. How do people suffer today?

B. Wearecalled to enter into their sufferings. |1 Co. 12:26 Ro. 12:15 Gal. 6:2
1. Weshould have a deliberate sense of being bound and being ill-treated with
them.
2. Believersin the early church did extraordinary thingsfor their brethren. 6:10
10:34 11 Tim. 1:16 4:9-13,21 Acts 28:30 24:23 27:3 Phil. 4. 12ff 2:25-30
3. Dowhat you can to relieve their sufferings. 13:18-19 Col. 4:18 Acts 12:5
4. Who issuffering among us?

C. Caringfor those who suffer isimportant to our Lord Jesus.
1. Jesuswillingly entered into our misery. 2:17-18 4:15
2. Hesaid that what we do for our suffering brothersisdonefor Him. Mt. 25:36-40

V. Concluding applications. Ps. 133:1

Discussion questions

1. How isHebrews 13 different from the rest of Hebrews?
2. How is Christian love different from the love promoted by other religions?
3. What isthe source of our love for one another?

4. How in particular should we express our love?

5. What is hospitality?

6. Why is hospitality important?

7. Should we expect to entertain angels?

8. How should hospitality be practiced?

9. How did the early church remember the prisoners?

10. How can we apply thisadmonition in our day?




