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I. Introduction and review.

Il. Run your racewith endurance. v. 1

A.

B.

Thelife of faith isportrayed asarace. 1l Ti. 4:71 Co. 9:24-27 Phil. 2:16 Ga. 2.2 5:7

We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses.
1. Who arethe witnesses?
2. Whoiswatching whom?

God has set a race course before you.

1. Whatever liesahead of you, including suffering, has been predetermined by God.
Rom. 8:28 Eph. 1:11 | Cor. 10:13

2. Each of usrunsthe course particularly designed for us by God.

3. God hasdetermined a path of good worksfor all whom He saves. Eph. 2:8-10

Cad¢t off everything which would slow you down.

1. Youcan't runtheraceif you are weighed down and entangled.

2. What was dowing down the Hebrew readers? 3:12 11:25

3. Cast off the sin which keepsyou from running well. 3:13 Lu. 21:34 Gal. 5:19-21
Eph. 4:22f Mt. 5:29-30 | Co. 15:33

4. Lay aside even legitimate things which hinder you from pursuing victory.
| Cor.6:129:24-27 1 Tim. 4:8 Mt. 10:37

. Run with endurance. Js. 1:3

Thisisthe great concern of the book of Hebrews. 10:23,35-36,39 6:11-12
Conversion isjust the beginning of the race.

You arerunning a marathon, not a sprint.

You must enduretotheend. 3:14 10:26ff 6:4ff Mt. 10:22 24:13 11 Tim. 4:7-8
Those who aretruly chosen and called by God will endure. Phil. 1:6 2:12-13
Ro. 8:29ff John 10:27-30 | Jo. 2:19
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LII. Fix your eyes of the goal (Jesus). v. 2-3a

A.

C.

L ooking to Jesus will enable you to endure.

1. Havingthegoal in sight enablesyou to continue.

2. Keeping your eyeson thefinish line helpsyou to run straight.

3. Gazeintently at Jesusand don’t look anywhere else. Acts7:55 Phil. 3:8
4. How does Jesus help you to endure?

Jesusisthe supreme example of faithful endurance.

1. Hebringsfaith toitsperfection. 2:106:20

2. Heendured the suffering and shame of the cross. 2:14ff Mt. 27:19-54 Phil. 2:5-8
| Cor. 2:21:18 15:1ff

3. Henever stopped trusting the Father. | Pe. 2:23 Mt. 22:39,42

4. You should expect to suffer if you chooseto follow in Hissteps.  11:35ff 13:13

5. Your suffering isvery light compared to His. 12:4

Jesuswas motivated by the anticipation of futurejoy. 11:1,6 Isa.53:11 Ps. 16:11
1. What joy was set before Him? Isa. 53:11 John 15:11
2. Because of thisjoy, He counted the shame of the cross asunimportant. Mt. 6



3. Hesdtsvictorioudy at God’sright hand. 1:3,13 8:1-2 10:12 Phil. 2:9-11 Ps. 110
4. You, too, should keep your eyeson the promised joyous prize. 11:1,6,39f Ps. 16:11
| Cor. 9:24ff 11 Tim. 4:7-81 John 3:2-3 Rom. 8:18 1l Co. 4:17 John 17:13
16: 20ff

D. Jesusempowersyou to endure.
1. Weneed morethan just a good exampleto be ableto win therace.
2. Through union with Christ you can bevictorious. Phil. 4:13 John 15:5 Ro. 6:4ff
3. Jesusistheoriginator and completer of faith. 2:10 Phil. 1:6 Acts3:15
4. Hesympathizeswith our struggles and helpsusto continue. 2:18 4:14ff Jo. 17: 20f

IV. Concluding Application: Persevere asyou ponder Chrigt. v. 3b

A. Don't quit until you crossthefinish line.
B. Consider Jesus.

C. Some of you may not yet bein therace.

Discussion questions

1. How isthe Christian lifelike a race?

2. Who are the witnesses and what istheir function?

3. What must you lay aside so that you can run your best?
4. What kind of arace arewe running?

5. Who determines the course you will run? How doesthat help you to endure?
6. What isthe goal towardswhich you are running?

7. How does Jesus example enable you to persevere?

8. How does Jesus empower you to endure?

9. What motivated Jesusto presson to the end?

10. What prize awaitsyou at the end of the race?




