M oses Decision of Faith. Hebrews 11:23-26 12/10/06 #38

Introduction and review: A few crucial decisions deter mine the cour se of your life..

M oses was protected by his parentswho chose faith over fear. v. 23

A. Pharaoh had issued an edict to kill every male Hebrew baby. Ex. 1:16,22

1.
2.

3
4.

Pharaoh isbeing used by the devil to thwart God’s plan to redeem His people.
Centurieslater Herod slaughterstheinfantsin Bethlehem in an attempt to kill
God’'sanointed Redeemer. Mt. 2:16-18

. Wicked men cannot frustrated God’s plan. Psalm 2

Sadly, the barbarity of daughtering infantsisnot unknown in our day. Ex. 1:10

B. Why did Moses parentshidehim? Ex. 2:2 Acts7:20

C. In what sensedid Moses parentsnot fear the king?
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Not all fear issinful. 4:1 Prov. 1:7

Faith setsusfree from sinful fear. 2:151 Jo. 4:18

By faith they chose to courageously defy the king' swicked decree.

Later, their son shows the same courageousfaith. v. 27

Thisisthefaith needed by the original readers.

We, too, must learn to fear God and not men. 13:6 Pr. 29:25 Lu. 12:4-5 Acts 5:29

D. God rewarded their faith. Ex. 2:5-10

By faith M oses chose hardship with the people of God over theriches of Eqypt. v. 24-26

A. Mosesenjoyed every worldly opportunity. v. 24,25b,26b EXx. 2:4-10 Acts 7:21-22

B. Instead Moses chose to identify himself with the lowly people of God. v. 25a,26a

1

2.
3.
4.

Asan adult hereached a critical point of decision. Ex. 2:11-14 Acts7:23-29

He exchanged the highest social position for the lowliest.

He subjected himself toill treatment and reproach.

The Hebrews with whom M oses chose to identify were not worthy of his sacrifice.
Ex. 2:14 Acts 7:25-28

C. Mosesmade the wise decision by faith. v. 25-26

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

He believed that the pleasures of sin aretemporary. v. 25b

He believed God would deliver 1srael and punish the Egyptian oppressors.

Ge. 15:13-14 Ps. 73:16ff

He believed that sufferingill treatment and reproach was a small priceto pay for
what he would gain from God. 11:7 Rom. 8:18 Il Cor. 4:18 Mt. 5:11-12

He believed the treasures of Egypt are worthless compared to thereward
promised by God. 11:1,6

What reward did Mosesreceive? 11:13-16

D. Moses faith speaks powerfully to the original readers of this epistle.

1.
2.
3.

Turn your back on theworld and identify with the people of God. 10:34,23-25
Your commitment will cost you in thislife. 13:3 10:33-34 11:25a,26a
Those who bear the reproach of Christ will reap agreat reward. 13:13



IV. Mosespointsto Chridt.

A. In what sense did M oses experience the reproach of Christ? v. 26a 13:13 Acts9:4
Isa. 53 Ps. 69:9 89:50-51
B. Moseslooked ahead to Christ. 13:8 John 5:46 Gen. 3:15

C. HowisMoseslike Christ? Acts7:37 Deut. 18:18,15

1.
2.

No ok

An evil king tried to kill him shortly after birth. Mt. 2:16-18

He willingly chose to give up a place of security, power, and status so that he
could identify with the people of God. 2:14-15,17 |l Co.8:9 Phil. 2:5-8
Heisappointed by God to be the Deliverer of His people.

Heisafaithful steward over God’shousehold. 3:1ff

Hisown peoplergect Him. Ex. 2:13-14 Acts7:25-28 John 1:11

He suffersfor the sake of His people.

Hegainsthereward. 12:2 |Isa. 53:11-12

D. You cannot embrace Mosesif you rgect Christ. John 5:46-47

V. Thefaith of M oses speaksto ustoday.

A. Each of you facesthe same basic decision: Will you choose God or the world?
Mt. 6:24,19-21 Ro. 12:1-2 | Jo. 2:15,17 Js. 4:4
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Thereisno denying that sin ispleasurablein the short term. v. 25b 3:13 Pr. 7: 1ff
Faithfulnessto God in thislifeishard. Il Tim. 3:12

Thisisnot to say that all earthly pleasureisforbidden. 13:4 | Ti. 6:17 4:4-6
Theissueis: what do you love and seek above all else? 11:61 Ti. 6:10-11 Mt. 6:33
Sometimesyou, like M oses, may even suffer at the hands of the people of God.
Many who professed Christ fall away and choosetheworld. Mark 4:17,19 Ps. 73
Some have given up much to follow Christ. | Co. 1:26ff

L ook upon the church as M oseslooked upon Isradl.

B. Thechoiceisnot made only once, but takes place throughout the phases of our lives.

C. Thekey to choosing well isto seetheworld asit really isand heaven asit really is.
Pr. 2:1ff Phil. 3:7

1.
2.
3.

The pleasuresof sin are brief and passing. Pr. 7:22f Js. 5:1-3 Ps. 73 Job 21:13
The sufferings of thislife are brief and light compared to eternity. 11 Co. 4:18
Thereward of heavenly richesfar surpassesany earthly treasure. 11:1,6

Rev. 5:12 Col. 2:3 Phil. 4:19 Ps. 37:16

VI. Concluding applications.

Discussion guestions

1. Why did M oses parents hide him?

2. In what sense did his parents not fear the king (and in what sense did they fear)?
3. What did Moses give up to identify himself with God’ s people?

4. Why was M oses' choice the wise one?

5. In what sense did M oses experience the reproach of Christ?

6. How isMoseslike Christ?

7. In what way does each of usface the decison M oses faced?

8. What will following Christ cost you?

9. What will you gain by following Christ?

10. Isthe choice to seek Christ first made only once?



