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I ntroduction and review.

Il. Endurein the present by looking back to the past. v. 32-34

A. Remember the good old days of your Christian walk. v. 32a
1. You got off toagreat start by God’sgrace. 6:411 Co. 4.6
2. Looking back to the past can help reviveyou in the present. Dt. 32:7f Rev. 2:4-5
3. Such remembering requires conscious effort. Phil. 4:8-911 Tim. 1:6
4. After such a great beginning, don’t quit now!

B. You stood your ground, in a Christlike way, in the face of suffering. v. 32b-34b
1. Assoon asyou were converted, you endured a great struggle. v. 32b 12:2
2. You experienced public reproachesand tribulations. v.33a | Pe. 2:21-23
3. You choseto sharethe sufferings of others. v. 33b 2:14f 4:15 11:25 11 Co. 1:3-4
Rom. 15:312:15
4. You showed sympathy to the prisoners. 13:3,16 Mt. 25:33-40 Il Co. 11:23f
5. Your property was stolen because of your allegianceto Christ. 11 Cor. 8:9
6. Your sufferingisgoing to intensify. 12:4

C. What struggles do we face today?

1. Some new convertsfacereection and scorn from family and friends. Luke 12:52

2. Theworld remains hostile to the gospel

3. Many preachersdon’t prepare Christiansfor suffering. Mark 8:34-35 Acts 14:22
Il Tim. 3:12 John 16:33 Col. 1:24

4. What will become of the church in North America when tribulation comes?
a. Many false professorswill fall away. Mark 4:16-17
b. Enduring such trials strengthensyour faith. Js. 1:2-3

D. How werethey able to joyfully accept the seizure of their property? Js. 1:2f Ro. 5:3
1. Suffering for Christ’ssakeisagreat privilege. Mt. 5:10-11 Acts5:41
2. They believed their better and lasting possession isin heaven. 11:16,35,40 13:14
Ps. 16:11 Neh.8:10 | Pe 1:4 Mt.6:19-21 Ro.8:1811 Co. 4:17

I11. Endure by looking ahead to the futurein faith. v. 35-39

A. Confidently endurein light of the promised reward. v. 35-36
1. After having been so courageous, don’t throw away your boldness now. v. 35a 3:6
2. Your reward will begreat. v. 35b 6:10 10:28 2:2 11:6,26,39
3. Continuetoendurein doing God’swill. v. 36a 10:7-9,23 12:1,3,7 Rev. 2:25
John 4:34 John 15:18f | Pe. 3:17
4. Then you will receive what ispromised. v. 37b 10:23 8:10f 12:2 11:9,13,33,39-40
5. Anticipation of our gloriousfuture helpsusto endurein hopein the present.
Mt. 24:42f | Jo. 2:28 3:2-3
6. Perseveringin confident hope requires conscious effort.

B. Liveby faith asyou await the Coming One. v. 37-39
1. Again our author proves hispoint by quoting the Old Testament. Hab. 2:3-4
2. The Coming Onewill soon arrive. v. 37 Hab.2:31sa. 26:2011 Pe. 3:8-9 Mt. 11:3



3. Therighteous one shall live by faith. v. 38a 10:22 11:1f Hab. 2:4b

a. Elsewherethistext isquoted in support of justification by faith. Rom. 1:16-17
Gal. 3:11 Gen. 15:6

b. Truefaith isnot a onetime event, but continuesfor alifetime. Mt. 24:13

c. Thevery natureof faith isto believe in the midst of hardship. 11:1 11 Co.
4.18

d. Thisquotation preparesusfor chapter 11 which recountsthe enduring faith
of thesaintsof old. 11:1f

4. Those who shrink back into unbelief displease God and will suffer destruction.
v. 38b-39a 10:25-31 11:6 Hab. 2:4al Jo. 2:19
5. You have faith which preservesyour soul. v.396:1210:32-34 | Pe. 1:5

V. Concluding applications.

A. Why do Christianslosetheir first love for Christ?

B. How can struggling Christiansregain their confidence?
1. Look back: remember God’swork in the past.
2. Look forward in faith to all that God has promised.
3. Remember Christ hasrun thisrace ahead of usand won the victory.

C. Faith isthe path totrueand lastingjoy. Ps. 16:11

Discussion questions

1. How doesthis passage relate to the previous section (10:26-31)7?

2. What good doesit do for Christiansto look back upon their early days as believers?
3. What had thereadersachieved early in their Christian lives?

4. How had they been Christlike?

5. What enabled them to joyfully accept having their possessions stolen?

6. How doeslooking ahead to the future help usto endurein the present?

7. How isour experience parallel to that of Christ? v. 36 10:7-9 12: 2f

8. What wasthe original context of thisfamous quote from Habakkuk? v. 37-38
9. In what sense doestherighteousone live by faith?

10. How does this passage prepare usfor the next two chapters?




