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|. Introduction and Review: What isthe greatest moral problem of our day?

Il. Thetheology of lying: Every falsehood isa sin against God.

A. Truth isasignificant kingdom.

God isby naturetrue and promotesthetruth. Titus1:2 John 14:6

He speaksinfallibly in HisWord. Il Tim. 3:16-17 Heb. 1:1f

We are madein Hisimage and areto reflect His nature.

Satan isby naturealiar and hepromoteserror. Jn. 8:4411 Co. 11:3 Gen. 3:1f
Your integrity demonstrates whose nature you share and whose side you are on.
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B. Why do peoplelie?
1. Peoplelieto avoid the consequences of the wrong thingsthey have done.
2. Peoplelieto get something from others
3. Ultimately people lie because they do not believe or fear God. MK. 7:21f Nu. 32:23

C. Postmodernism, which claimstruth isrelative, asserts human autonomy from God.

What isforbidden by the ninth commandment? Every kind of falsehood.

A. Don't bear false witness.
1. Perjury.Dt. 19:16-21 | Kn. 21:13 Pr. 25:18 Ex. 23:1 Mt. 26:60
2. Breaking of oathsand promises. Mt. 5:33-37
3. Slander, cheating, and plagiarism. Lev. 19:16

B. Don’t deceive.

Manipulating wordsto mislead. Mt. 23:16-22 5:33-37
Telling people what they want to hear.

Exaggeration

Flattery. Pr.26:28 29:5 Ps. 12:3

Isthere such athing asa“whitelie’?

You can liewithout saying aword. Pr. 6:13
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C. Don’t bear false withess against God by false teaching. Js. 3:1f Ro. 3:4

D. Don't be carelesswith truth by claiming to be surewhen you aren’t. Pr. 16:38 11:13
Don’t begullible. Prov. 14:15

E. Lying has severe consequences. Pr. 19:5

You will destroy your own reputation for integrity. Pr. 12:13

Y ou will harden your own heart. Heb. 3:15 Rom. 1:28

You will hurt the people you deceived. Pr. 26:28

You will destroy relationships. Eph. 4:25

Your liesmay contributeto others lying. Pr.29:12 Luke17:2

Your lieswill bring judgement from God. Pr. 12:22 15:3 6:16-19 Nu. 32:23 Ga. 6:7
Acts5:1-11 Jn. 8:44 Rev. 21:8 22:15
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What is positively required by the ninth commandment?

. Tel theTruth. Eph. 4:25

Truth isa debt we owe to one another: Intimate fellowship isbased upon trust.
Be prepared to take responsibility for your actions.

Tell thetruth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

Stand up for those who are dandered.

Don’t withhold the truth from those who have a right to know.
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K eep your commitments, even if it hurts. Ps. 15:4

1. Becareful what you promise. Mt. 5:33-36 Judges 11:30-31 Dt. 23:22

2. Sometimesit ispossible to bereleased from a commitment. Pr. 6:3-5

3. You may be providentially hindered from keeping a commitment. Js. 4:13-17

Proclaim thetruth of God in Christ. Il Tim. 4:1f John 8:32 Pr. 20:15

Sometimesit iswisest to remain quiet.
1. Don’'t always say whatever comesto mind. Eph. 4:15,29 Pr. 10:19 Js. 1:19
2. Not everyone hasaright to all thetruth. Pr. 11:13

Integrity takesfaith!

1. You believethat God ordersthe universein away so that you will never
ultimately gain by lying or lose by telling thetruth. Pr.21:6 19:6

2. You would rather please God than men. Pr. 12:13 29:25

3. Truth beginsin theheart. Ps. 51:6 15:2 24:4 Mt. 12:34

V. Concluding Applications.

A.
B.

C.

All of usareborn liars.

Jesusisthe Truth Who makes a way for usto cometo the Father. Jn. 8:31-32 14:6
Zech. 8:3,16

When you come to Him, you will shareyour Father’snature. Heb. 8:10 Eph. 4:25
Col. 3:9-10

Discussion guestions

1. Why isit wrong to lie?

2. Why isevery liea sin against God?

3. Why do peoplelie?

4. What kinds of falsehood are forbidden under the ninth commandment?

5. What positively iscommanded by the fourth commandment?

6. What should you do if you have made a promise or commitment that you now regret?
7. What istheworst kind of lie?

8. What isthe best kind of truth-telling?

9. What are the consequences of lying?

10. Why doesintegrity take faith?

11. Areyou living a double life?

12. Isthere something you have been hiding from otherswho have a right to know?
13. How can aliar change hisways?



