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I. Introduction and review.

IlI. What waswrong with the Old Covenant? v. 7-9,13

A. Which covenant doesthe New Covenant replace? v. 7,9a
B. Why was a New Covenant needed? v. 7 4:87:11 Ps. 95:7f 110:4

C. Wheredoesthefault lie? v.8a Rom. 8:37:7f Gal. 3:21
1. Thepeopleof Israel were at fault because they did not keep the Covenant. v. 9b
4:8 lsa. 5:1f Acts 7:51f 15:10 Ro. 7:21f
2. The covenant itself wasfaulty, in that it was not ableto bring men to God. v. 7

D. Why did the Old Covenant fail? Ro. 3:20
1. It wasimperfect becauseit wasexternal and temporal.
2. It wasimpotent becauseit didn’t convey the righteousness which it commanded.
3. It wasimpermanent, on the way to obsolescence. v. 13

E. At whoseinitiative wasthis New Covenant made? v. 9a

I11. Why isthe New Covenant superior? v. 10-13

A. The New Covenant is spiritual and internal, meeting man’s deepest need for inward
holiness. v. 10a Jer. 31:33 Ezek. 11:19 36:26-27
1. Whilethe Old Covenant waswritten on stonetablets, the New Covenant iswritten
on the hearts of God’ s people. Jer. 31:33 24:7 Ex. 31:18 Eze. 37:26f |11 Co. 3:3,6f
2. Whilethe Old Covenant was merely an external constraint, the New Covenant
transforms usinternally, enabling usto obey. Il Co. 5:17 Rom. 6:11

B. TheNew Covenant bringsusinto the closest possible union with God. v. 10b
1. Under the Old Covenant, union with God was dependant upon the people's
observance of the law.
2. Under the New Covenant, we are united to God through the work of Christ.

C. Each participant in the New Covenant will know theLord. v. 11 Jer. 31:34a Jo. 17:3
Isa. 11:9 54:13 Jodl. 2:28 Mt. 27:50-51 | Ti. 2:5
1. Under the Old Covenant the knowledge of God was limited and mediated. 9:6-8
2. Under the New Covenant, we can all draw near to God’s holiest place. 6:19f 4:16
3. Many who participated externally in the Old Covenant had no true knowledge of
theLord. Rom. 9:6Isa. 1:2-3Hos. 4:1,6

D. The New Covenant offersfull and final forgivenessof sins. v. 12 Jer. 31:34b 33:8
1. Thesacrifices of the Old Covenant could not procure forgivenessfor sin. 10:3-4
2. The sacrifices of the Old Covenant pointed towards the forgiveness of sins
supplied by the once-and-for-all sacrifice of Christ. 7:27 1:3 2:17 9: 14f
3. What doesit mean that God will remember our sinsno more?
4. Thisblessingisthefoundation for all the other New Covenant blessings.

E. TheNew Covenant ispermanent. It cannot be broken and will not bereplaced. v. 13
Jer. 31:32 32:40



IV. What istheréationship between the Old and New Covenants?

A. Therearemany areas of continuity between the Old and New Covenants.

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

The Old Covenant also had promises, but they were conditional. Dt. 28:1f Le. 18:5
The Old Covenant had similar goals, but was unable to bring them to fulfillment.
Dt. 6:6f 30:6 Ps. 51:12 37:31 23 32 103 Ex. 29:45 6:7 34.6f Is. 43:25Mic. 7:18-19
The Old Covenant wasredemptivein an earthly sense, pointing to the spiritual
redemption provided by Christ. v. 9

Believersunder the Old Covenant were regenerated by God, had their hearts
transformed, and their sinsforgiven through faith. Gen. 15:6 Ps. 32:1f

Old Covenant saints were looking ahead and enjoying, by anticipation, the
blessings brought by Christ in the New Covenant.

B. Thegreater New Covenant blessings are oursthrough Jesus priestly mediation. 8:6

1.

The Old Covenant law says, do thisand live. The New Covenant gospel says|ook to
what Christ has done and live. 10:5-7 34f Deut. 8:1 28:1f Ro. 10:5-11 Ps. 40:6-8

2. Hebringsusinto the closest possible fellowship with God. 6:18-19 4:14-16 Jo. 1:14
3.
4. Through Him the Holy Spirit isgiven —resulting in regeneration, illumination,

Through Him our sinsareforgiven. 7:27 1:3 2:27 9:11f

and transformation. John 14:261 Cor. 2:14 Acts1:5 11 Cor. 5:17 Gal. 5: 22f

C. In what sense hasthe Old Covenant been abrogated (abolished)?

1.
2.

3.
4.

The New Covenant supercedes and surpassesthe Old Covenant. 8:8 7:18 Jo. 1:17
Our author cannot be saying that the Old Testament Scripturesareirrelevant
because he keeps quoting them as authoritative.

The Old Covenant has been done away with as a means of approaching God.

The New Covenant isnot, however, anti-nomian (against law). v. 10b 13:1-6,16
10:24-34 John 14:15 Eph. 2:101 Jo. 2:3f Ro. 13:8-10 Luke 10:26f

D. With whom isthe New Covenant made?

1.

W

Dispensationalists say that the New Covenant is made literally with ethnic | sra€l

and Judah (and not the Gentiles).

a. But: Believing Gentilesare children of Abraham and participantsin the
blessings of the New Covenant. Gal. 3:29 | Pe. 2:5 Ex. 19:6

b. Many dispensationaliststeach that Gentiles are included through Abraham.
Ge. 12:3 Nations blessed. John 4:22 Rom. 11:17f

Presbyterian (covenant) theology saysthe New Covenant is made with the church,

including the children of believers, which iswhy they baptize their infants.

a. But: Thisignoresthe newness of the New Covenant whose participants have
been inwardly transformed and forgiven.

b. An unregenerateinfant does not yet enjoy New Covenant blessings. v. 11

We enter into the New Covenant, and enjoy itsblessings, through faith. Ga.3:7,29

Wedon’'t give New Covenant ordinancesto those who don’t yet professto

participatein its blessingsthrough faith. 10:233:14

E. TheNew Covenant displaysthe unity of God’s people. Eph. 2:11f Ga. 3:28f Ge. 12:3

1.
2.

Jeremiah foresees a day when all God’ s people will bereunited. Je. 37:22
In Christ, believing Jews and Gentilesareone. Eph. 2:11f Ga. 3:28 |Is. 42:6 19:24f

V. Concluding applications.

A. Areyou aparticipant in the New Covenant?
B. Do you enjoy the fulness of the New Covenant blessingsin your life? | Cor. 11:25
C. Wearecalled to forgive one another as God hasforgiven us. v.12 Eph. 4:32 | Co. 13:5



Discussion questions

1. Whereisthelongest quotation of the Old Testament found in the New Testament?
2. How does Jeremiah 31 provethat the Old Covenant wastemporary.

3. Why did the Old Covenant fail?

4. What makesthe New Covenant better?

5. What isthe source of our New Covenant blessings?

6. What are some areas of continuity between the Old and the New Covenants?

7. In what sense hasthe Law of the Old Covenant been abolished?

8. What place does God’s moral law have under the Old Covenant?

9. With whom isthe New Covenant made?

10. How can we enjoy a fuller experience of our New Covenant blessings?

11. How does God’s New Covenant forgiveness of usimpact the way wetreat each other?




