Heaven! (Part 1) 9/18/05

I. Introduction and review.
A. Welook forward to making our homein heaven. Heb. 11:10-11,13-16 13:14
B. Wewant to clear up some of the confusion about heaven. Deut. 29:29 | Thess. 4:13
C. Thereareat least four waysin which theterm “heaven” isused.
1. Thesky (atmosphere) surrounding the earth. Gen. 7:11-12
2. Theabode of the sun, moon, and stars. 11 Pe. 3:5 Gen. 1:14-17
3. Thepresent (intermediate) heaven where God, the angels, and believerswho
have died dwell. 1l Co. 12:211 Pe. 3:10 Isa. 57:15 Ps. 33:3-14
4. Thenew heavensand the new earth which areyet to come. Isa. 65:17 Rev. 21:1

Il. You who diebefore Christ’sreturn will join him in the present (intermediate) heaven.

A. TheTriune God and Hisangelsdwell in theintermediate heaven. Acts1:9-11 7:49
Mt. 6:9 24:36 28:2 MKk. 1:10-11 16:19 Ro. 1:18 Ga. 1:8 Eph. 1:20 1s. 57:15 | Pe. 1:12
1. Christ came from heaven and ascended to heaven where He sitsat the Father’s
right hand. John 3:136:38 Acts1:9-11 Eph. 1:20 Heb. 4:14 | Pe. 3:22
2. Inwhat form does Christ dwell in heaven? Acts 1:9f Eph. 1:20 He. 4:14 | Pe. 3:22
3. Heavenisnot eternal. It isa place created by God. Jo. 14:2f Isa. 65:17
4. How can God whoiseternal, and infinite dwell anywhere? | Ki. 8:27

B. When you die, you will go to bewith Christ in heaven.

1. Your soul will immediately go to heaven, while your body awaits the resurrection.
Luke 23:43 Phil. 1:23 11 Cor. 5:8 Heb. 12:22-23
Your soul will not deep. You will be conscious. Luke 16:19-31 23:43 Mt. 22:32
Mark 9:4-5 Rev. 6:9-11
You will bewith Christ. Luke 23:43 Acts7:56 | John 3:2 Phil. 1:2311 Co. 5:8
You will beincapableof sin. | Cor. 15:52 Ro. 8:29-30 1 Jo. 3:2 Eze. 36:26 Phil. 1:6
All death, pain, and sorrow will end. Rev. 21:41sa. 25:8
Thereisno purgatory. Luke18:14 23:43 Heb. 12:23 John 19:30
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C. What else can you know (or infer) about the intermediate state?
1. WhiletheBibledoesn’t say alot about the intermediate state, there are a few texts
which give usa glimpse behind the veil. Luke 9:30-31 16:19-31 Rev. 6:9-11
2. You will retain your individual identity, as opposed to Eastern and New Age
religions which teach your soul will be absorbed into the great One.
3. You will remember your life on earth, including the “bad” things. Rev. 6:9-10
Il Co.5:10 Luke 16:25 Il Co. 5:10 Mt. 12:36
You will be ableto expressyourself. Rev. 6:10 Mark 9:4 Luke 16:24
You will have a certain level of awareness of, and concern for, eventson earth.
| Sam. 28:16-18 Luke 15:7,10
God will communicate with you and you will learn. Rev. 6:11b | Co. 13:12
You will not be ableto go back and forth to earth. Luke 16:26
You will experiencetime. Rev. 6:10a
You will bevery happy there. 11 Cor. 5:6,8 Phil. 1:21,23 Rev. 14:13 Luke 16:25
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Isheaven another dimension? Mark 1:10 Acts 7:55-56 10:11 John 1:51 3:13
Will you exist in sometemporary physical form prior to theresurrection?
Luke9:28-36 Rev.6:11 Il Co.12:3 Lu. 16:19-31

3. How can heaven be heaven if we remember (and are aware of) bad things?
Gen. 50:20 Rom. 8:28 Rev. 21:4 18:20 19:1-5

D. Questionsabout the present (intermediate) heaven.
1
2.



I11. Oneday, you will dwell in the new heavens and the new earth (the eternal state).

A. Theintermediate stateisonly temporary. Il Cor. 5:2-4

B. Thecreation account iscrucial to understanding what the new earth will be like.

1.

God made man perfect and placed him in a perfect world in order to have
dominion over it. Gen. 1:31 2:15

2. Thefall hasbrought sin and death into theworld. Ro. 5:12 8:19-22 Ge. 3:14-19
3.
4. The effectsof the curse will bereversed. Rev. 22:3a

Christ hascometo restore what Adam lost. Co. 2:151 Jo. 3:8 Re. 22:3b Eph. 1:10

a. Eden (Paradise) will berestored. Lu. 23:43 Ge. 2:8 3:24 Eze. 28:13 Re. 2:7 22:2
b. Therewill be no more sicknessand death. Rev. 21:4

c. Allthingswill berenewed. Rev. 21:5

d. God will again walk (and dwell) among us. Gen. 3:8 John 14:23 Rev. 21:3,22

C. Your body will beraised and renewed. Job. 19:25-27

1.

5.

The body isan essential part of what it isto be human. Gen. 2:7

2. Theresurrection of the body isan essential doctrine of our faith. 1 Co. 15:16-19
3.
4. Christ will descend from Heaven, bringing with Him those who have already died

Christ’sconquest of sin includes death’stotal defeat. | Cor. 15:25-26, 55-57

and joined him there. 1 Th. 1:104:1611 Th. 1:7
Those who are alive when Christ returnswill be glorioudly transformed.
| Th.4:17 1 Cor. 15:22,51-53

D. Thispresent earth will be transformed and renewed. Acts3:21 Rom. 8:21 |sa. 65:17
Rev. 21:5 He Who sitson the throne said, Behold | am making all things new.

IV. Concluding application.

A. Thereisanother place- Hell. Mt. 8:12 10:28 13:40-42,50 22:13 24:51 25:30,41,46
Mark 9:43-44 Luke 13:28 16:19-31 |1 Th. 1:9 Rev. 20:12-15 21:7-8

1.
2.

The souls of the wicked who die go to a place of torment. Luke 16:23
When Christ returnsall will beraised and judged. John 5:28-29 Re. 20:12-15

B. You can besureyou aregoing to heaven. Luke23:43 | John 5:13

1.
2.

3.

4.

If you wereto dietoday, are you sure you would go to heaven?

Why should God let you into heaven? Phil. 3:7f Ro. 3:23 Mt. 7:13-14 Rev. 21:27
Heb. 12:14b Rom. 3:23 1sa. 3:6 Phil. 3:7f lsa. 64:6

God forgives sinsand givesthe perfect righteousness of Christ to all who believe.
Phil. 3:8-9 1l Cor.5:211 Pe. 3:18 John 3:16 Eph. 2:8-9 John 3:16

Call upon theLord today! Il Cor. 6:2 Rom. 10:8-13 | sa. 55:6

Discussion guestions

1. What are some false ideas people have about heaven?

2. How many different “heavens’ arethere?

3. Isheaven eternal? Why or why not?

4. Whereis Christ Jesustoday? In what form isHe?

5. How would you refute the claim of some that the soul sleepsuntil Christ’sreturn?
6. What can you know about the intermediate state?

7. Why isit necessary that the intermediate state is only temporary?

8. How doesthe creation account help usunderstand what the New Earth will be like?
9. Why isit necessary that our bodies be raised?

10. Why isit necessary that the present earth be renewed?

11. How can you know you are going to heaven?



