Jacob’'s Testament and Trust. Genesis 48:1-22 8/21/05 #8

I. Introduction and review: Jacob endswell. Heb. 11:21

II. Jacob (Isragl) blesses Joseph and his sons. 48:1-22

A. Jacob summons Joseph to hisdeathbed. v. 1-4

1.
2.
3.

4.

Joseph rushesto hisside, bringing his sons Ephraim and Manasseh. v. 1-2
Jacob recalls his personal reception of God’s covenant promise. v. 3-4 35:9-13

In what senseisthe land given to Jacob’s descendants as an everlasting
possession? v.4b Gal. 3:28-29 | Pe. 2:9-10 Gen. 12:2-3 Heb. 13:1411:16

How does this scene compare to when Jacob’s father |saac blessed his sons? 27: 1f

B. Jacob embraces Ephraim and M anasseh as hisown sons. v. 5-12

1.
2.

Joseph will berepresented by two tribesin Israel. v.5-7 | Chron. 5:1-2
Ephraim and M anasseh are formally adopted by Jacob. v. 8-12

C. Israd blesses Ephraim and Manasseh. v. 13-20

1.
2.

3.

4.

Jacob praises God for Hisfaithfulness. v. 15-16

Joseph isdisturbed because Jacob’sright hand, which conveysthe greater
blessing, ison the younger grandson. v. 13-14, 17-18

Again God choosesto go against human convention by giving the greater blessing
to theyounger son. v. 19 25:23 1 Sam. 16:7 Isa. 55:8-9 Ro. 9: 10f

Both sonsarerichly blessed. v. 16b, 19-20 Isa. 7:9 Hos. 4:17

D. Joseph isgiven a special placein the promised land. v. 21-22 Josh 24:32 John 4:5

1

2.
3.
4.

Why didn’t they go back when the famine was over? 15:13

God had promised that one day Israel’s children will possessthe entire land.
As Jacob dies, he hastitle to one small portion, which he givesto Joseph.
When will Joseph be able to occupy his property?

E. Why isthisconsidered Jacob’sgreat act of faith? v. 13-20 Heb. 11:21.1

1.
2.
3.
4.

Jacob’soutlook on life haschanged. v. 15-16 47:9 42:38 45:8 50:20 Ps. 23:4-5a
He confidently confers blessings which are centuries away from fulfillment.
Joseph and hissons also expresstheir faith. Heb. 11:24-25

Each of God’s promisesisfulfilled. v. 4, 19 Deut. 33:17 Num. 26:28f Jo. 4.5

I11. How doesthis passage apply to us?

A. The choice of Joseph’s sons, and of Ephraim to surpass M anasseh, illustrate God’ s
sovereign election. Romans 9:10-12

1
2. Wealso have nothing about which to boast. | Cor. 1:30-31

3.

4. Sometimes God seemsto cross His arms, defying human expectation in how He

Neither is selected because heismoreworthy. | Cor. 1:27-29
God sovereignly bestows blessingsto Hispeople. v. 19 | Cor. 4:7 Rom. 13:3

blesses. | Co. 1:26-27 Prov. 16:9

B. God isour Shepherd. v. 15

1.

2.
3.

Thisisthefirst time God isreferred to by thistitle. 49:24 Ps. 23 80:1 1s. 40:11
Jo.10:11 Heb. 13:201 Pe. 2:255:4

Jacob implicitly admitsheisasheep. Isa. 53.6 Ps. 119:176

God caresfor usasa Shepherd. Ps. 23



C. God isthe Angel who redeemsHis people. v. 16a 31:11,13 32:22f Hos. 12:4

1. Who wasthe Angel who appeared to Jacob and wrestled him? 31:11-13 32:28

2. Thisisthefirst referenceto God as Redeemer. EXx. 6:6 Lev. 25:49 Ruth 4:14
Job 19:25 Hos. 13:14

3. ThelLord continuesto deliver His people from evil. Mt. 6:13b

4. Oneday you will see God’sgood hand even in the hardships of your life.

D. Weshould embrace God’s promises.

E.

1. Wehave many great and precious promises. Gal. 3:2911 Co. 1:2011 Pe. 1:4

2. Wewillingly identify with God’ s people even if it involves renouncing our placein
thisworld. Heb. 11:24-26

3. Weeagerly await the fulness of covenant kingdom blessings. Heb. 13:14

4. God’'spromisesare most valuable when they areleast visible. 11 Cor. 4:16-18 5.7

5. Inthemeantime, we store up treasuresin heaven. Mt. 6:29-31

We should striveto give our children a legacy of faith.

IV. How doesthis passage point to Christ?

A.

B.

We are adopted by God in Christ. Jo. 1:11-13 Ro. 8:15,23 Ga. 4.5 Eph. 1:5 2: 11f
Heisthe Angel of the LORD - God appearing in human form. Jo. 1:1-2,14 Col. 2:9

Heisthe Good Shepherd. John 10:14 17:12 He. 13:20 | Pe. 2:255:4 Re. 7:17 Mt. 2:6

. Hehasredeemed usfrom sin and evil. | Pe. 1:18 Titus 2:14 Job 19:25 Gal. 3:13

Rom. 3:23-24 Luke 1:68 | Co. 1:30 Eph. 1:7,14 Col. 1:14 Heb. 9:12

. All the promisesto the patriarchsare fulfilled in Him. Rom. 15:8 | Pe. 2:9-10

Il Cor. 1:20 Gal. 3:16 Rev. 5:9-10,137:9 11:15

V. Concluding applications.

A.

B.

C.

Makeit your aim to end well, whenever the end may come. Heb. 9:27 Job. 19:25
Don’t wait until you are about to dieto speak to your family about the Lord. Dt. 6

Do you have a personal relationship with God as your Shepherd and Redeemer?

Discussion guestions

1. Why do some say Jacob’slast yearswere his best years?

2. Why does Jacob summon Joseph and histwo sonsto his bedside?

3. What isthe significance of what Jacob doeswith Ephraim and M anasseh?

4. Why isthisblessing considered a great act of faith? Heb. 11:21

5. What doesit mean that God isour Shepherd? Whereelsein the Bibleisthistaught?
6. Who isthe Angdl of the Lord who wrestled with Jacob?

7. What does a Redeemer do?

8. Who now possesses the promises God made to Abraham, I saac, and Jacob?

9. How should your understanding of God and His promises from this passage affect you?
10. How does this passage point to Christ?



