Joseph Tempted and Triumphant Genesis 39 6/19/05 #2

I. Introduction and review.

A. Joseph’sjealousbrotherssold him asa davein Egypt. 37:1-36 39:1

B. Meanwhile, back in Canaan... thingsare bad in the chosen family. Genesis 38
Judah marriesa Canaanite woman. v. 1-528:1 Mal. 2:15-16 11 Co. 6:14
Hisfirst two sons are so wicked that God takestheir lives. v. 6-10
Judah breaks his promise to hisdaughter-in-law, Tamar. v. 11
Judah commitsimmorality with what he thinksto be a shrine prostitute. v. 12-19
Tamar has Judah’s sonsthereby preserving the messanicline. v. 20-30 Mt. 1:3
Why isGenesis 38 in the Bible? 35:2 43:32 46:34
a. The chosen family needsto get away from the corrupting influence of Canaan.
b. Joseph’sfaithfulness standsin sharp contrast to the wickedness of hisfamily.
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Il. God prospers Joseph both asa dave and asa prisoner. v. 1-6, 19-23

A. Joseph resists many temptations whilein Egypt.
1. Joseph resiststhetemptation to conform to Egyptian religion. 39:9b
2. Joseph resiststemptationsto sdlf pity, despair, and even anger against God.

B. Joseph isagain exalted as heisgiven significant responsibility.
1. Heworkshard, asuntotheLord, and gainsthetrust of his master.
2. Herisesfrom being the lowliest of davesto the master of Potiphar’shouse. v. 2-6
3. Later he becomesthe manager of the prison. v. 21-23

C. Thesecret to Joseph’ssuccessisthat God iswith him. 39:2-3,21,23 Pr. 10:22 Acts 7:9
1. God hasgiven Joseph unique administrative gifts.
2. God supernaturally blessesto Joseph’s work.
3. Potiphar recognizesthat Joseph’s success came from God. v. 3 30:27 12:1-3

I11. Joseph resigtstemptation from a desperate housewife. v. 6b-18

A. Why did Mrs. Potphar seek to seduce Joseph? v. 6b,14 29:17 12:11 27:7 24:11 1 Sa.
16:7Mt.5:28 | Cor. 10:12 Rom. 12:2

B. Potiphar’swife launchesa threefold attack on Joseph’s purity.
1. Shesurprises him with a sudden unexpected proposition. v.7 Pr. 7:6f
2. Shetriestowear him down with alengthy war of attrition. v. 10 Judg. 14:17 16:16
3. Shegoesfor brokewith afinal frontal assault. v. 11-12a

C. Joseph overcomes temptation with a threefold defense.
1. Hegivesher awell-reasoned refusal. v. 8-9
a. Joseph correctly identifies her temptation aswickednessand sin.
b. Herefuses because of hisloyalty to her husband. Pr. 6:32-35
c. Sin isunthinkable because of hisloyalty to God.
2. Heavoidsher and keepsbusy in hisvocation.. v. 10b Pr. 5:8 Mt. 5:29-30 | Sa. 11
3. Finally, heflees. Il Tim. 2:22.
4. Joseph succeeds where others have failed. 35:22 38:16 |1 Sa. 11:1f Jdg. 14:17 16:16

D. Joseph isfalsely accused of attempted rape, leading to hisimprisonment. v. 13-20
1. Mrs. Potiphar’slust quickly turnsto hatred. v. 13 |1 Sam. 13
2. Joseph again suffersfor hisrighteousness. Ps. 105:17-18



IV. How doeswhat happened to Joseph apply to us?

<

A.

D.

Work hard in your vocation so that you might bring blessing to your employer and
glory to God. Gen. 2:2 Ex. 20:9-10 Col. 3:23-24 Eph. 6:5-8 | Pe. 2:18,21 Mt. 5:18

Beware of temptation.

You will be tempted, even (especially?) if you are doing God’ s will.

Don’t think you can’t fall intosin. | Cor. 10:12 Pr. 7:22

Don’t you bethetempter. Pr.7:10f Rom. 12:2Js. 4:41 Ti. 2:9

Learn to recognize temptation for what it really is. Pr. 2:16-19

What people often call “love’ isoften nothing but selfish lust, which can quickly
turn to hatred. 11 Sam. 13:15
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You can gain victory over temptation.

1. Overcometemptation by valuing your relationship with God above all else.
Pr.1:72:1f 15:34:23 Isa. 55:1f | Cor. 6:15-20 Ps. 51:4 Heb. 13:4 Num. 32:23
Overcome temptation by thinking of therights and welfare of others.

Avoid tempting situations and stay busy. Pr. 5:8 Job 31:1 Mt. 5:29-30

When necessary, fleetemptation. Il Tim. 2:221 Cor. 6:18

Count the cost of giving in to temptation. Gal. 6:7 Pr. 6:27f 7:21f

God will not allow you to be tempted beyond your ability. | Cor. 10:13 Rom. 6:18
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believer can overcome any temptation or hardship by God’sstrength. | Cor. 10:13
You don’t have to be embittered when others abuse you.
God iswith you even in the midst of trialsand temptations. Mt. 28:20 Heb. 13:5-6
Your faithfulnessto God may not berewarded in thislife. Mt. 5:10-12
You can grow in the midst of adversity. Phil. 1:291 Pe. 4:12-16 11 Cor. 4:7-10
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Concluding applications.

A.

B.

God is still sovereignly working out His perfect plan. Rom. 8:28
1. Chainscannot hinder God’s plan for Joseph. 50:20 11 Ti. 2:9 Ps. 105: 17f
2. Joseph isbeing prepared for hisfuturework. 42:23 43:32 Rom. 8:28

How does our text point to Christ?

He successfully resiststemptation as hetrusts God. Mt. 4:1f
Helearnsthrough hissuffering. Heb. 5:7-8

He suffersastheresult of hisfaithfulness.

Heisfalsely accused.

Heissdlent before hisaccusers. Isa. 53:7 1 Pe. 2:19-23

God prospers Him because of Hisfaithfulnessin suffering. Isa. 53:10
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Discussion guestions

1. Name some of the temptations Joseph must have faced as a dave and as a prisoner.
2. How did Joseph overcome those temptations?

3. How can you use Joseph’s story to counsdl a victim of abuse?

4. Why was Joseph elevated both in Potiphar’s house and in prison?

5. How can you be a channel of God’s blessing to those for whom you work?

6. How can you avoid being a moral temptation to others?

7. 1slust closer to love or hatred? Explain your answer.

8. Name at least three principlesyou learn from Joseph about how to resist temptation.
9. What isthe secret to Joseph’ s success?

10. What is God doing in Joseph’slife?



