Knowing God’s Will: Part 1 Deut. 29:29 4/24/05

I. Introduction. The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong
to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

Il. How many wills does God have?

A. God’smoral (revealed) will. Deut. 29:29b | Th. 4:35:18 Eph. 5:176:6 | Pe. 2:15
Heb. 13:211 Jo. 217 Rom. 12:2 2:18 Col. 1:94:12 Mt. 7:21 12:50 Mark 3:35
John 4:34 7:17 Acts 13:22 | Tim. 2:4 Psalm 40:8
1. Thisaspect of God’swill refersto Hiscommands and Hisdesires.
a. | Thess. 4:3 For thisisthewll of God, your sanctification....
b. | Pe. 2:15 For such isthewill of God that by doing right you may silence the
ignorance of foolish men.
c. Mt. 7:21 Not everyone who saysto Me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My father who isin heaven will enter.
d. I Ti.2:4 Hedesresall men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2. Wheredowelearn of God’smoral will? 11 Tim. 3:16-17 Ps. 119:105
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
God’srevelation in Scriptureis complete and infallible. Heb. 1:1-2 Eph. 2:20
Anyone claiming new revelation must meet an exceedingly high standard.
Deut. 13:1-5 18:18-22 |1 Pet. 1:20-21
a. What he predicts must come to pass perfectly in every detail.
b. What he says must bein perfect harmony with previousrevelation (Scripture).
5. Peoplewho claim supernatural guidance are claiming new revelation from God.
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B. God’'ssovereign will (Hisplan). Deut. 29:29a Eph. 1:11 Rom. 9:18-19,22 1:10 15:32
| Co.1:14:1912:1811 Ti. 1:1 Heb. 10:91 Pet. 3:17 4:19 Gal. 1:4 Isa. 53:10 46:8-11
Acts18:21 2:23 21:14 Js. 4:15 Ps. 33:11 Mt. 26:42 John 5:30 6:38-40 Col. 1:27
Prov. 16:919:21 Dan. 4:35 Acts17:26
1. Thisaspect of God’swill refersto His providentially working all things according
to His perfect eternal purpose (decrees). Eph. 1:11 Romans8:28 Who worksall
things after the counsel of hiswill.
a. God hasplanned and decreed all things from eternity past. Isa. 46:8-11
b. Heworksall thingsaccording to Hiswill in the present. Ps. 33:11 The counsel
of the LORD stands forever. The plans of His heart from generation to generation.
c. Hedoeswhatsoever He pleases. Ps. 115:3 Our God isin the heavens, He does
whatever He pleases.
2. Heissovereign over any planswe make. Prov. 16:9 The mind of man plans his way,
but the LORD directs hissteps. | Cor. 4:19 | will come to you soon, if the Lord wills...
3. God’'ssovereign will allows and uses events which violate His moral will.
Gen. 50:20 Is. 53:10 Acts 2:23 4:28 L uke 22:42 Asfor you, you meant evil against
me, but God meant it for good... This man, delivered over by the predetermined plan
and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men...
4. How can you know God’s sovereign will?

C. Weareto submit to every aspect of God’swill. Mt. 6:10 Luke22:42 John 4:34
1. Weshould desireto do Hisrevealed will.
2. Weshould willingly embrace His sovereign will.
3. Itisfutiletoresist Him. Ps. 2:9-10 Dan. 4:34-35

D. Doesthe Bibleteach that God has a hypothetical “perfect” will beyond Hisrevealed
precepts and His sovereign plan?



People expressthisasaiming for the center of God’swill: the Bull’seye.

They claim those who missthe Bull’s Eye have to settle for plan B.

The Bible does not teach that any such hypothetical will of God exists.

God only hasone plan: Plan A. Romans 8:28

What isthe harm of seeking a hypothetical “perfect” will of God? (Bull’s Eye).

a. Peoplewastetime and effort pursuing something which doesn’t exist.

b. People neglect pursuit of God’srevealed will which isto guide their choices.

c. Peoplelivewith false regrets about legitimate choices they have madein
accordance with God’s moral and sovereign will.
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1. Should we expect supernatural guidance?

A. Thedesrefor supernatural guidanceisnot limited to believers.
1. Pagansalso seek direction for the future.
2. Mystical pursuit of God’s secret thingsis explicitly forbidden in Scripture.
Deut. 18:9-12 L ev. 19:26-31 Isa. 47:33 11 Ki. 17:16 Ezek. 21:21
3. Some Christianstry to pursue God' swill in a way which resembles paganism.

B. IntheBible, supernatural guidanceisunmistakable, authoritative, significant, and
exceptional.
1. When God reveals Himself, He leaves no doubt.
2. God’srevelation comeswith Hisfull authority. Dt. 13:1-518:18-19 11 Pet. 1:20-21
3. God reveals Himself to key people at crucial pointsin the history of redemption.
4. Themain charactersin the Bible ordinarily operated upon the revelation they
had already been given, rather than constantly seeking special guidance. Acts
15:36 20:16 Phil. 2:25-26 |1 Cor. 2:12-13 Rom. 15:20-24 1 Th. 3:1-2
Now we have a complete Bible which equips usto make godly choices. |1 Pe. 1:3f
. Wearenever told to seek or expect mystical supernatural guidance.
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C. In what ways do Christianswrongly seek supernatural guidance?
1. Putting out afleece. Judges 6:36-40
a. Gideon had already received supernatural guidance and knew God’s moral
will for hislife. Judges 6:12-16
b. Gideon’sdesrefor asign wasdueto lack of faith.
c. Thesign asked for was supernatural, not merely coincidental.
d. Gideon’sact isnever used in Scripture asan example for usto follow.
2. Cadtinglots (rolling dice, flipping a coin). Acts1:15-26 Pr. 18:18 16:33 He. 1:1-2
a. Peter knowingly fulfilled Scriptural prophecy. Ps. 69:25 109:8
b. Other Apostleshad been personally appointed by Jesus. Acts1:2 Lu. 16:13
c. Thefield of candidates was narrowed from 120 to 2 using God’srevealed will.
Acts1:21b-22 1 Cor. 15:5-9
d. Thisisthelast recorded instance of guidance being sought in thisway.
e. How did the Apostles select church Elders? | Tim. 3:1f Titus 1 Acts 14:23
3. Asingfor signsfrom God. Mt. 12:3916:4 24:24 |1 Cor. 11:14
a. A wicked generation seeksa sign.
b. Satan can produce counterfeit miraclesand lying signs.
c. Wearenever told to seek signsfor guidance.
4. Open doors(circumstances). | Co. 16:8-9 11 Cor. 2:12-13 Jonah 1:1-3 | Sa. 24:1f
a. Not all open doors should be entered.
b. Some open doorsviolate God’srevealed will. Jonah 1:3 1 Sam. 24:4-7
c. All circumstances/open doors must be evaluated in light of Scripture.
Dreamsand visons. Ezek. 13:1-9 Daniel 2 Genesis41
Relying upon feelingsand impressions. Pr. 14:12 3:5-6 28:26 Jer. 17:9
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7.

Rom. 8:14-16 Gal. 5:18 Prov. 28:26 Eph. 4:22 Js. 1:14

a. Fedlingsand impressions are never identified asthe leading of the Spirit.

b. Scripturetellsusto mistrust our feelings. Pr. 14:12 28:26 Jer. 17:9

c. Even conscience may be defiled, seared, and evil. Titus1:1511 Ti. 4:2

d. Should we ever pay attention to our feelings?

Using Scripturetextsout of context “lucky dipping”. 11 Pe. 3:16-17 [l Tim. 2:15

D. Some claim God speaksto them.

1.

Amazingly, many cessationists (those who believe revelation has ceased) claim
God givesthem specific direction.

2. DoesGod speak to usin prayer?
3.

If you claim God is speaking to you, you are claiming prophetic status and will be
held to that standard. Deut. 13:1f 18:18f

E. Why isit wrong to seek mystical supernatural guidance? Deut. 29:29

1.

2.
3.

We sinfully want a level of knowledge, certainty and control over our decisions
beyond what God offersus. Dt. 29:29 Christian mysticism.

Wedon’'t want to take responsibility for our decisonsand their consequences.
Wedon't want to trust God for the unknown future.

F. What isthe harm of seeking supernatural guidance?

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

M any claiming supernatural guidance have made unwise choices and have
caused great harm to themselves and others.

People claiming supernatural guidance exercise great sway over others.

The guidance God offersin Hisinfallible and all sufficient Word is neglected.
People put themselves under bondage, experiencing unnecessary anxiety and
delay over smpledecisions. Gen. 2:16-17

They fret over past decisons.

G. What about verses which speak of God guiding us? Js. 1.5 Prov. 3:5-6 Ps. 23
Eph. 5:17 Coal. 1:9 Rom. 12:2

1.
2.
3.

These verses are not speaking about mystical guidance.
He guidesusthrough Hisrevealed Word which tellsus how to live.
Hedirectsusthrough providence as we see His perfect plan unfold.

IV. Concluding application.

A. Don’t bea Christian mystic.
B. Look totherevelation God hasgiven in HisWord.
C. Isthere something you know to be God’ swill which you aren’t obeying? Acts 17:30

Discussion guestions




1. How many aspects of God’swill doesthe Bibleteach? What are they?

2. What isGod’s moral will? Give examples.

3. What is God’ s sovereign will? Give examples.

4. Does God sovereignly bring to pass events which are against His moral will?
If so, give examples.

5. Why do we believe that supernatural revelation has ceased?

6. Isthere such a thing asa hypothetical perfect will of God: God’s best, the bull’ s eye?
What isthe harm in seeking to discover God’s“ perfect” will?

7. How do unbelieverstry to get supernatural guidance?

8. How do some Christianstry to get supernatural guidance?

9. Why isit wrong for Christiansto seek guidance through fleeces, dreams and signs?

10. What would you say to someone who claims God speaksto him or her?



