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I. Introduction.

Il. What does giving have to do with worship? Matt. 6:19

A. Your attitude towards wealth expresses your spiritual values. 6:21,24
1. Many people serve Mammon by devoting their livesto storing up earthly
treasures. Mt. 6:19,24 19:16-30 Lu. 16:19f 12:13-21 Co. 3:5 |Isa. 55:1f affluenza
2. When people are converted their attitude towardswealth changesradically.
Lu. 19:1f Acts19:19f 2:44-45 4:32-35
3. Your wealth isatest of stewardship. Lu. 16:10-13 Mt. 25:14f D.t. 8:18 Ro. 14:12
4. You must be fully devoted to serving God. 6:241 Cor. 6:20
5. Whileit isnot wrong to have money and possessions, it iswrong to live for these.

B. Givingisan act of faith. Mt. 6:20
1. You exchangethat which istemporal for that which iseternal.
2. Onewho gives hasfirst given himself totheLord. 1l Cor. 8:5
3. When you give, you haveto trust God to meet your needs.

C. Givingisworship. Heb. 13:16 Phil. 4:18 Acts10:4
1. Thewidow worshiped God through her gift. Mark 12:43-44
2. Abraham willingly offered God that which was most preciousto him. Ge. 22:1f
Anything else would have been easier for Abraham.
3. Areyou willing to give up what ispreciousin thisworld for the Lord’s sake?

I11. Why should you give?

A. Give because you love God and want to bring Him glory. | Co. 9:11-13 Heb. 13:16

B. Giveout of gratitude to Christ Who gave Himself for you. Il Cor. 8:9 Phil. 2:5-8
John 1:1f 17:53:1611 Co. 5:21 | Pet. 3:18 Rom. 5:18
C. Givebecauseyou love others. John 13:35 | John 4:20-21

D. Givebecauseit isaprivilegeto be used as God’sinstrument. 11 Co. 9:15,8-10 Rom.
11:34-35 Hag. 2:8 Ps. 50:10

E. Some have unworthy motivesfor giving.
1. Some give hoping to offset their snswith human merit. Eph. 2:8-9 Rom. 3:20
2. Some give hoping to gain greater material wealth. Il Cor. 9:6 8:2-3
3. Some give expecting to gain influencein the church.
4. Some give because tangible benefits are offered.
5. Some give to be seen by men. Mt. 6:1-4

V. How should you qgive?

A. Giveprivately. Mat. 6:1-4
1. Thosewho draw attention to their generosity lose their heavenly reward. Mt. 6:1-2
2. Don’t tell otherswhen you give. Mt. 6:4 John 5:44 Acts5:1-5
3. Don’t even tell yourself. Mt. 6:3
4. Your giving isbetween you and God. Mt. 6:4



<

Give, not grudgingly, but cheerfully. 11 Cor. 9:7 8:8 Ex. 35:21,29 36:3

1. The Bible does not enforce Christian communism. |1 Co. 8:13f Acts 2:44-45 4. 34f
2. God’ s people should not need to be compelled to give. 1l Cor. 8:89:7

3. Believersarewilling and eager to give. 1l Cor. 8:3b-4 Ex. 36:5-7 1 Chr. 29:1f

Giveregularly. | Cor. 16:211 Cor. 9:7 Prov. 3:921:5

. Give proportionately, as God hasblessed you. Il Co. 8:3,11-151Co. 16:1-2 Acts 11:29

1. Istherea set percentage we ought to give?

2. Must wetithe? Lev. 27:30 Dt. 12:11 14:28-29 Nu. 18:21-29 Mal. 3:8-12
Thetithe can be a helpful guideline. Gen. 14:20 28:22 Mt. 23:23

3. Under the New Covenant we have greater freedom and greater responsibility.

4. All you have comesfrom God and belongsto God. 11 Co. 8:15 Deut. 8:16,18
Hab. 2:81 Cor. 4:7 6:20

Give generoudy and sacrificially. 1l Cor. 8:2-3,7 9:5-6 Lu. 6:38 Ro. 12:8 |1 Sa. 24:24

. For some, ten percent would be a great sacrifice.

. For others, ten percent may be far too little.

Wearetherich in thisworld. | Tim. 6:18-19

. Christians need to make wise lifestyle choices. | Tim. 6:9

Some are not giving asthey ought.

. If you are not giving, the greater concern isyour spiritual state, not the church’s
budget. Mt. 6:24

OUAWNE

Givewisdly.
1. Beware of charitieswhich misusetheir funds. Il Th. 3:10
2. Givetothepoor. Il Cor. 8:13-15 Eph. 4:28 Gal. 2:10 | Jo. 3:16-18 Js. 1:27 2:14-17
Acts4:34f 9:36 20:35 Pr. 19:17 Ro. 12:131 Ti. 6:18 Ex. 16:18 Le. 25:35 Dt. 15:7-11
. Givetothework of thelocal church. Gal. 6:61 Co. 9:11-141 Ti. 5:17-18 Lu. 8:1-3
. Send forth evangelists and missionaries. Phil. 1:54:14-18 |1 Co. 11:8-9 Ro. 10: 13f
. Givethrough thelocal church. Mt. 16:18 | Tim. 3:15 Acts6:1-6 4:35
. Thosewho handle the Lord’s money must be abovereproach. |l Cor. 8:16-24
| Co. 16:3 .
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Concluding applications: What arethe benefits of giving? Acts 20:35
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E.

Your giving glorifiesGod. Il Cor. 8:19,23 9:11-13,15 Heb. 13:16 Luke 17:10

Your giving unites God’ speoplein love. |l Cor. 9:12-14 8:13-15 Rom. 15:26-27
Your giving can be a testimony to the lost.

Your giving resultsin material and spiritual blessings. Mt. 6:4,19-24 10:42 25:14-46
Pr.19:17 22:9 11:25 L u. 6:38 16:10f Phil. 4:17 11Co. 9:6, 8-11,14-15 Ps. 37:25

You cannot givein God’sway until you know the gift of God. 1l Cor. 8:9 Heb. 11:6

Discussion guestions

1. What does giving have to do with worship?

2. What doesit mean to worship Mammon (wealth)?
3. Why doesit take faith to give?

4. What should motivate your giving?

5. What are some unworthy motivesfor giving?

6. Why should your giving bein secret?

7. Why should you giveregularly?

8. How much should you give?

9. To whom should you give?

10. What arethe benefits of giving?



